 

       
PP Finding Christmas in Unexpected Places
Part 3-2 Kings 4:1-8 (Pew Bible page 310)		                                                 12/9-10/2023

There was not a more exciting time of the year for me as a child than Christmas for 3 reasons: no
	school, potential for snow and of course, gifts
Uncle Foster and Aunt Winnie came over every Christmas Eve and had dinner with us and I
could not wait for them to…leave
Aunt Winnie would say, ‘Well Foster, maybe we should get heading home’, and I would jump 
up and help them put their coats on and even open the door for them 
You see, the moment they left, we would begin hauling the Christmas gifts out to under the tree
There were 2 Christmas gifts in my childhood that were my all time favorites as a child
PP (Pic) One was a potholder maker kit…I loved making potholders…weird, right?!
The other was the Mattel Vertibird which gave me endless hours of fun
PP (Video) I’ll show it to you in all of its magical glory
But when I became a parent, the magic switched from gift-getting, to gift-giving, watching the
happiness of our kids when they opened them up Christmas morning
Gifts is central to the joy and meaning of Christmas
PP “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16
God’s greatest gift is the giving of His beloved Son Jesus Christ, what Christmas is all about!
We continue to Find Christmas in Unexpected Places, looking at some miracles in 2 Kings
Each of these miracles is a gift to those in great need, and each shows a glimpse of the gospel
Last week we saw a school for the prophets of God in the beautiful city of Jericho suffering 
because the spring there was toxic, and Elisha healed the waters, reversing God’s curse
The new bowl, the salt, pointed forward to Jesus in whom all of God’s promises find their amen
The spring was healed, the curse lifted, and it shouted that One is coming Who would take the 
curse of sin upon Himself and from Him would flow the living waters of the Holy Spirit
Today, we see another crisis brought to Elisha, and once again He will give a gift of a miracle 
that will show us the gospel, the good news of the Person and work of Jesus Christ
PP Please stand read with me 2 Kings 4:1-7

PP 1-The Problem
A God-fearing prophet died, leaving his widowed wife and their two sons in hopeless debt 
Their merciless creditor-like the IRS-came calling, demanding to be paid back
A creditor is one who gave a loan to someone while a debtor is the one who took out that loan
Debt is never put in a good light in the bible: PP “The rich rules over the poor, and the
borrower is the slave of the lender.” Proverbs 22:7 
When you borrow money from someone, you are now in their debt, obligated to that person
Praise God that our church has no debt and that you are generous in your giving, and I hope you
continue to be that, even more so in order for us to do even more ministry
But if you are in debt, credit cards, car payments, student loans, they can put a chokehold on life
We are not told why this family was in debt and the note that her husband feared God was this
widow telling Elisha that it wasn’t foolish, irresponsible debt
Israel was almost an entirely agricultural society, so imagine if the father broke his leg, or forest
fire or wind or hail or locusts destroyed the crops, what would they do?
They had no banks, no life insurance policies, no social security, no federal bailout programs, 
Here is what they had: wealthy people you went to in desperate times to get a loan
Whatever the reason, the widow owed money and she was legally required to repay it
Here is her desperate situation: She was faced with selling her and her two sons into servitude
until they earned the money to work off the debt
Her creditor came knocking, and she’s about to lose her sons after having lost her husband
We see her emotional state: PP ‘[She] cried to Elisha’, and the word actually means shrieked
To show how unable she was to repay this debt, Elisha asked her what she had in her house, and
her answer was nothing at all but one jar of oil…the poorest of poor

PP 2-The Remedy
PP “Then he said, ‘Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not
too few. Then go in and shut the door behind yourself and your sons and pour into all
these vessels. And when one is full, set it aside.’ So she went from him and shut the door behind herself and her sons. And as she poured they brought the vessels to her. When the vessels were full, she said to her son, ‘Bring me another vessel.’ And he said to her, ‘There is not another.’ Then the oil stopped flowing.  She came and told the man of God, and he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on the rest.’” 4:2–7
Let me mention briefly, that this poor widow should never have been put in this place, for God’s 
law was clear and adamant that widows in Israel were to be cared for
In that culture, the breadwinner was nearly the husband, and if he died, his wife would have no 
means to provide for herself or her family 
First, a brother of her late husband was to marry her, but failing that her extended family was to 
provide, and if they could not, then her neighbors, and finally, the Levitical priests were 
to make sure she was cared for from the tithes of Israel
PP “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce in the third year, which is the 
year of tithing, giving it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so 
that they may eat within your towns and be filled…”  Deuteronomy 26:12 
God commanded generosity for the poor, and the widow was always listed among the poor

This unnamed widow came to Elisha believing, having faith, that he could help her situation
He told her to gather as many jugs from the neighbors as she could, shut the door, and pour from 
the little oil she had and fill every one of those empty jugs…and she did!
Every jug was filled with Olive oil, liquid gold, and she sold it, paying off her debts and had 
enough left over for her and her boys to live on
Does this remind you of the miracles of Jesus multiplying fish and bread for the great crowds?
You see, as incredible as this miracle was, it’s true purpose was to point forward to the coming of 
One Who fill empty vessels with an oil from heaven, but it will take faith to see it
PP Pic of Duck or rabbit

PP 3-The Gospel
This miracle of Elisha pointed forward to One greater than himself Who would come debtors
The debt of the widow and her state of despair points to a greater debt every person owes and the 
hopelessness of repaying it, the debt of sin
PP Every person has an unpayable debt of sin, and an unbreakable obligation to God for it
But the good news of the gospel is this: PP “you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross.” Colossians 2:13-14
Jesus not only forgives the debt of a believing sinner, He gives that person life, seen in the oil

PP Oil in the bible is often used as a metaphor for the Holy Spirit, the 3rd Person of the trinity
PP “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the
Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward.”  1 Samuel 16:13
Jesus will supply the oil, sending the Spirit to fill empty vessels, the only requirement, be empty
If someone is even ¼ full of confidence in their own goodness, their own power, their own 
sufficiency, they cannot be filled, they cannot be saved from their debt of sin
If any Christian is at all full of themselves with self confidence, self assurance, they will lack the 
power of the Spirit in their lives…an empty vessel is one of desperate humility
The Spirit will fill only empty vessels, but He will always fill them, no matter how many

Like the wine Jesus made from water, the oil of this widow was the best oil anyone could have
Olives in Israel were pressed three times, and it was the first pressing that produced the extra
virgin olive oil, some of which was taken to the temple and 	offered to God
The second pressing provided oil for cosmetics, food, perfume and medicine while the oil from 
the third and final pressing was used for oil lamps and soap
The oil in the vessels the widow filled was supernaturally-produced oil, the best of the best! 
Imagine her sons holding a vessel from a neighbor who had kindly left a little oil in it, and as she 
tips her jar to pour nothing comes out and no amount of shaking spills out any oil
An empty vessel is someone who knows their great need of salvation
Jesus Christ is searching for empty vessels and when He finds them, He fills the needy, searching 
sinner with the oil of the Holy Spirit

Do you see the joyful news of Christmas in this story?
It is the very reason Jesus came to earth and was born as a babe into humanity
PP “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to 
the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.”  Luke 4:18–19
Friends, are you the widow who was in an unpayable debt but unbreakable demand to repay it?
Will you cry out to the new Elisha, born as a babe, Who gave His own life to make your debt 
payment possible, Jesus Christ?
He came to set you free, proclaiming God’s love and willingness to save you and give you life
If you will respond in faith, you will be filled with the finest oil of gladness, the Holy Spirit

If you have already had your debt paid, and been filled with the oil of the Holy Spirit, then find 
as many empty vessels as you can, your unbelieving coworkers, family, neighbors,
friends, and share with them the miracle of oil that can save them from their debt of sin as 
well
PP “Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, and anyone coming to Me I will never 
reject.”  John 6:37 NLT
Will you PP Pause, Read, Reflect and Worship through this unexpected glimpse of Christmas?


