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Mark 4:1-9 (NLT) 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore. 2 He taught 
them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the 
seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying 
rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the 
hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and 
choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had 
been planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 
Mark 4:10-12 (NLT) 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered 
around, they asked him what the parables meant. 
11 He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables 
for everything I say to outsiders, 12 so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: 
‘When they see what I do, 
    they will learn nothing. 
When they hear what I say, 
    they will not understand. 
Otherwise, they will turn to me 
    and be forgiven.’” 
 
Mark 4:13-20 (NLT) 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. 15 The 
seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at 
once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 
immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall 
away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 18 The seed that 
fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is 
produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word 
and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 
 
Luke 8:15 
15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and 
good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.   
 
Mark 4:5-6 
5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because 
it had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it 
withered away.  
 
Mark 4:16-17 
16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately 
receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. 
Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble. 
 
 
 
 



Mark 4:16-17 (AMPC) 
16 And in the same way the ones sown upon stony ground are those who, when they hear the Word, 
at once receive and accept and welcome it with joy;  17 And they have no real root in themselves, and 
so they endure for a little while; then when trouble or persecution arises on account of the Word, they 
immediately are offended (become displeased, indignant, resentful) and they stumble and fall away. 
 
Romans 10:17 
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 
Mark 4:16-17 (NLT) 
16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with 
joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 
 
Colossians 2:6-7 
6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him 
and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.  
 
Colossians 2:6-7 (AMPC) 
6 As you have therefore received Christ, [even] Jesus the Lord, [so] walk (regulate your lives and 
conduct yourselves) in union with and conformity to Him. 7 Have the roots [of your being] firmly and 
deeply planted [in Him, fixed and founded in Him], being continually built up in Him, becoming 
increasingly more confirmed and established in the faith, just as you were taught, and abounding and 
overflowing in it with thanksgiving. 
 
Luke 6:46-49 
46 "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the things which I say?  47 Whoever comes to Me, 
and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:  48 He is like a man building a 
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.   49 But he who 
heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which 
the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great." 
 
Matthew 7:24-27 
24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man 
who built his house on the rock:  25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.   
26 "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man 
who built his house on the sand:  27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."   
 
James 1:21-25 
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes 
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the 
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 
will be blessed in what he does.  
 
James 1:21-25 (NIV) 
21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 
planted in you, which can save you. 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 
Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who 
looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what 



he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in 
it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 
 
Joshua 1:8 
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, 
that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
 
Psalms 1:1-3 
1 Blessed is the man  Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;  
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.  
3 He shall be like a tree  Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.  
 
John 8:31-32 
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples 
indeed.  32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."   
 
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 
12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to 
bear it.   
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