
#6: Work it Out (Philippians 2:12-18) 

Growth Group Discussion 

WARM UP 

• What’s one of the most beautiful night skies you ever remember seeing? 

 

SERMON REFLECTION & DIGGING DEEPER 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much 

more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 

who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. – Philippians 2:12-13 

• The “therefore” in 2:12 is connected to what Paul writes in 2:5-11. 
o How does 2:5-11 have implications for us? 

 
o What should 2:5-11 compel us to do? 
 

• 2:12: What does it mean to “work out your salvation? 

 

• What have been some of the most faith-growing spiritual disciplines you’ve 
exercised?    What have been some of the most faith-growing seasons you’ve 
experienced? 

 

• Why should we do this with fear and trembling? 

 

• What hope do you find in this passage that we can actually progress in our faith? 
 

• What is God’s responsibility for accomplishing His will in our lives?  And what is our 
responsibility? 

 

• Read 2:13 again.  Where do you long for God to work in you in such a way? 



 

• Where do you need to start working out your salvation in fear and trembling? 
14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, 

“children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”  Then you will shine among 

them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life.  

• READ Exodus 16:1-11: 
o What is grumbling?   What attitude towards God does it reveal? 
 

From Pastor Dan’s message, how is it dangerous on a personal level?  A 
church-wide level? 

 

o What is arguing?  Why is it such a serious offense? 
 

o What is the difference between being discerning (raising appropriate concerns, 
confronting in love) vs. having a critical spirit? 

 

• Pastor Dan noted how, in the passages on either side of the Christ Hymn (Philippians 
2:5-11), Paul sound the call for; 1) personal application, and 2) Unity. 
 

o From Philippians 2:14-16a, why is pursuing unity (instead of grumbling and 
arguing) so important? 
 

o How brightly have you been “shining” lately?  What (if anything) has been 
dimming your witness? 

 

 

 

If you haven’t yet, take some time to agree on and commit to a way of SERVING 

TOGETHER as a group.  If you need some ideas, contact Pastor Bryan 

(bryan.pohlen@mitchellwesleyan.com). 

 

 

  

mailto:bryan.pohlen@mitchellwesleyan.com



