
 

Listening Guide: Faith Against the 
Philosophies of Our Day 
Scripture: Colossians 2:1-10 

The Modern Challenge 

The Big Idea: We must struggle for one another so that everyone achieves 
full assurance in the face of modern philosophical challenges. 

1. Unshakable in Our Assurance (v. 1-3) 

●​ The Struggle: Paul views spiritual growth as an intense athletic 
contest sustained by Christ's energy, not human effort. 

●​ The Definition: Maturity means hearts encouraged, knit together in 
love, and anchored in the knowledge of Christ. 

●​ The Takeaway: Faith is not a casual hobby or a browser add-on; it is 
the Operating System of our lives. 

2. Unshakable Against Alluring Arguments (v. 4-5) 

●​ The Warning: Avoid being deluded by "plausible 
arguments"—teachings that sound respectable but subtly distort the 
truth. 

●​ Ancient vs. Modern: The Colossians fought ceremonialism and secret 
knowledge; we fight secularism and a post-truth culture. 



●​ The Stance: Paul praises their "order"—a military term for soldiers 
standing in a tight, disciplined battle formation. 

3. Unshakable Through a Firm Faith (v. 6-7) 

Our walk with God is defined by five key concepts: 

●​ Received: Faith begins by accepting God's grace, not by human 
invention. 

●​ Walk: A Jewish idiom for living with ethical behavior. 
●​ Rooted: Deep spiritual roots prevent us from becoming aimless 

cultural tumbleweeds. 
●​ Built Up: An architectural term for growing continually on the 

foundation of Christ. 
●​ Established: A legal term for a binding contract; our standing before 

God is legally secure. 

4. Unshakable Against Human Philosophies (v. 
8-10) 

●​ The Danger: Beware of being taken captive (spiritually kidnapped) 
by empty deceit and human tradition. 

●​ The Modern Mindset: Modernity pushes four toxic values: 
Autonomous Individualism ("my truth"), Moral Relativism, Narcissistic 
Hedonism, and Reductive Naturalism. 

●​ The Truth: Christianity rejects these. There is only one God, and 
Jesus is the exclusive way to Him. 

Conclusion: Complete in Christ 

While the world suffers from a chronic inner emptiness, true fullness is 
found only in Christ. Because you are united to Jesus, you are complete and 
equipped to: 

●​ Take more risks—God will guide you. 
●​ Give more generously—God will supply you. 
●​ Love more freely—God will energize you. 
●​ Say “can do” more often—God will amaze you. 
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