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“PP Do Not Lie to One Another”
Introduction:
Note: If you are studying this in your Community Group, I suggest you read the books of Ephesians and Colossians together to compare as they were written at the same time and sent to the same area.
Background of the Epistle of Colossians
· At the end of Acts, Paul is imprisoned in Rome where he can receive visitors and people can volunteer to stay with him.  
· Epaphras is the minister of the church in Colossae. Paul has never been to Colossae, but was headquartered in Ephesus for 3 years during his 3rd missionary journey.
· Colossae was a small city among two others that formed the Lycus Valley.  It was right off a highway that went across Asia Minor going west straight to Ephesus.  
 PP Picture of map of Colossae and its relative location to Ephesus. 
· A new form of heresy related to Gnosticism was arising and would reach fruition over the next decades.  Epaphras travels to Rome to ask Paul for help.
· Paul writes three letters and sends two men (Tychicus and Onesimus) back to Colossae with the letters. They will first stop at the church in Ephesus and deliver the last two Colossians and Philemon to the church in Colossae.  He asks the church there to read all three letters.  
· Ephesians and Colossians have many similarities and were obviously written at the same time by the same person. 
The Heresy that necessitated the letter.
· As a result, much commerce and people traveled through this area.  
· Many philosophies and religions would also be mixed here.  
· The apparent elements of this heresy were:
· Involved the mixing of Greek philosophy with Jewish Law.
· Held that the earthly body and all elements and desires of this world are sinful.
· That we could find righteousness in obeying the OT law as well as disciplining ourselves with more law.
· That angels are held in high regard as they have no earthly body, and we can look to them as advocates.
· That Jesus was neither fully God nor fully man.  
· There was an elitism to it.  Only those smart enough could understand.
To address this Paul wrote the first two chapters of Colossians. 
He is the King over both the spiritual and the physical.
I. PP There is only one way of salvation. (Colossians 3:1-4)
A. There is only the truth of the gospel (Colossians 2:8).
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits[a] of the world, and not according to Christ.
1. The fact that Paul took time to address this heresy means that guarding the truth of the gospel is of utmost importance.  
2. It also shows that there are not many ways to God but only one way, provided through Jesus Christ.
3. Any deviation from the gospel has destructive results.
a) Destructive in leading people away from God and salvation.
b) Destructive (practically) in Christians living out their faith falsely leading to sin or falling away.
B. Only the saving grace of Christ can free you from sin.
1. We cannot sanctify ourselves through laws. 
2. We were buried with him in death and raised in newness of life.
PP (Colossians 2:12)
C. Only by abiding in Christ are we sanctified.
1. Look to Christ for your life on earth.
a) This doesn’t mean to be think only of spiritual things or to be “Too heavenly minded to of any earthly good.” -D.L. Moody
b) It does mean that what motivates and guides our life here on earth comes from above.
c) We are sojourners in this world.
2. Hidden in Christ, revealed in glory. (Colossians 1:3-5)
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,
· PP Faith in what Christ has done. 
· PP Love for one another
· PP Hope in future glory at His return.

II. PP Put off the old self. (Colossians 3:5-9)
A. Put to death your sinful nature.
1. Fornication- all manners of sexual activity outside of the bounds designated by God.  
2. Impurity- even broader
3. Lust- uncontrollable passion
4. Evil Desires (Depraved mind)
5. Covetousness-
B. Put away your contentiousness.
1. Anger- a seething anger under the surface, leads to resentment.
2. Rage- boiling over anger that leads to wrath.
3. Malice- ill will with intent to harm.
4. Slander- besmirching others and their character. 
5.  Obscenities- Ranging from cursing to talking about obscene things.  
III. PP Speak the truth to one another.  (Colossians 3:9, 10)
A. Do not lie to one another (3:9).
1. Lies destroy trust.
2. Lies harm others.
B. Satan is the father of lies (John 8:44). 
1. Satan creates, propagates lies continually.
2. He has the experience of all time to know exactly how to craft them.
3. His lies are built into our culture.
4. His lies seep into our churches. 
C. Stated positively, “Speak the truth to one another.” (Ephesians 4:22-25) 
1. We must be on guard for his lies in our own lives. Learn to spot the lies.
2. We must fight them in our churches.  
a) It is his lies that divide us.
b) It is not the fighting of his lies that divides us.
c) We must fight the lies with the truth.
3. We must not accept or live them in our lives.
4. We must speak the truth to one another.  
5. It is loving to speak the truth.  It is unloving to not speak the truth.
Conclusion:
Read Colossians 3:11-17-the positive encouragement towards living out your faith in the world and towards one another.  

