


The primacy of love 



It heads the list of fruit 



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 
GALATIANS 5:22-23 



It is first in commandment 



Jesus replied: “Love  the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the first 
and greatest commandment… 
MATTHEW 22:37-40 



And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’ All 
the Law and Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.” 
MATTHEW 22:37-40 



For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: 
“Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” 
GALATIANS 5:14 



It exceeds religious duty 



For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision nor 
uncircumcision has any value. 
The only thing that counts is 
faith expressing itself through 
love. 
GALATIANS 5:6 



If I speak in the tongues of men 
or angels, but do not have love, 
I am only a resounding gong or 
a clanging cymbal. If I have the 
gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries… 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1 -3 



And all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor… 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1 -3 



and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but 
do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1 -3 



It is the greatest of the 
virtues 



And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:13  



It is a core essence of the 
character of God 



Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is 
love. 
1 JOHN 4:8 



And so we know and rely on 
the love God has for us. God is 
love. 
1 JOHN 4:16a 



It was repeatedly 
commanded in Scripture 



It encompasses other 
virtues 



Love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does 
not dishonour others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs… 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-7 



Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always 
perseveres. 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-7 



It is the trait by which 
Jesus wanted to 
distinguish his followers 



By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you 
love one another. 
JOHN 13:35 



It is an indicator of 
genuine faith 



We know that we have passed 
from death to life, because we 
love each other. Anyone who 
does not love remains in 
death. 
1 JOHN 3:14 



The meaning of love 



Four Greek words 



Storge – family love and 
affection 



Philia – friendship and 
brotherly love 



Eros – romantic/sexual 
love 



Agape 



Agape love described 



Love is focused on the 
mind not the emotions 



Love is about doing not 
feeling 



Dear children, let us not love 
with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth. 
1 JOHN 3:18 



Does the best for others 



But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 
ROMANS 5:8 



It is undeserved and 
expects nothing in return 



But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions – it is by 
grace you have been saved. 
EPHESIANS 2:4-5 



But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you. 
MATTHEW 5:44 



It is sacrificial 



My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 
JOHN 15:12-13 



This is how we know what love 
is: Jesus Christ laid down his 
life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. 
1 JOHN 3:16 



Agape love defined 
Love is an act of the will that 
does the best for others 
regardless of who they are or 
what they have done, even if 
they don’t express gratitude, 
repay you or seek harm to you. 



How to achieve this kind 
of love 



Revel in the love of God 



See what great love the Father 
has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know 
him. 
1 JOHN 3:1  



Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 
1 JOHN 4:11  



We love because he first loved 
us. 
1 JOHN 4:19 



Be encouraged by the 
church 



And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. 
HEBREWS 10:24 



Submit to the Holy Spirit’s 
direction and 
empowerment 



So I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires 
of the flesh. 
GALATIANS 5:16 



But if you are led by the Spirit, 
you are not under the law. 
GALATIANS 5:18 



Since we live by the Spirit, let 
us keep in step with the Spirit. 
GALATIANS 5:25 




