Pastor Bryan Threlkeld November 215t 2021

WHEN GOD CALLS

Scriptures from New International Version unless noted

When the Going Gets Tough

Some time later God tested Abraham...
Genesis 22:1

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith develops perseverance.
James 1:2-3

MY “TIGHT SPOT” IN LIFE:

FATHER ABRAHAM...

1. LIVED WITH CONFIDENCE

KEY POINT: CONFIDENCE IS FAITH IN ACTION

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here | am," he replied. Then God said,
"Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains | will tell you about.”

Genesis 22:1-2

Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had
told him about.

Genesis 22:3

KEY POINT:
CONFIDENCE ALLOWS YOU TO RISE ABOCE YOUR PROBLEM
AND SEE LIFE FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the
fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham,
"Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt

offering, my son."
Genesis 22:6-8

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6

Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead.
Hebrews 11:19

So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.
Hebrews 10:35



2. LOOKED FOR (AND FOLLOWED) GOD’S DIRECTION

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.
Genesis 22:4

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Psalm 119:105

3. LABORED WITH FOCUS

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the
wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out
his hand and took the knife to slay his son.

Genesis 22:9-10

IN YOUR “TIGHT SPOT,” WHAT ARE YOU FOCUSING ON?

But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here | am," he replied.
"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now | know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." Abraham looked up and there in a
thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is
said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from
heaven a second time and said, "l swear by myself, declares the LORD , that because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take
possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,
because you have obeyed me."

Genesis 22:11-18



