Andover Christian Center — September 16, 2026

Mark 4:1-9

1 And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got
into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea. 2 Then He
taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His teaching:

3 "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by
the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it. 5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did
not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. 6 But when the
sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away. 7 And some seed fell
among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other seed fell on
good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some a hundred."

9 And He said to them, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"

Mark 4:10-12

10 But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the parable.

11 And He said to them, "To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to
those who are outside, all things come in parables, 12 so that

'Seeing they may see and not perceive, And hearing they may hear and not understand,;

Lest they should turn, And their sins be forgiven them."

Mark 4:13-20

13 And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the
parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word
is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their
hearts. 16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for
a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they
stumble. 18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19
and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 But these are the ones sown on good ground, those
who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."

Luke 8:15
15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and
good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

Luke 8:15 (NET)
15 But as for the seed that landed on good soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word, cling
to it with an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance.

Luke 8:15 (NIV)
15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain
it, and by persevering produce a crop.

Luke 8:15 (NLT)
15 And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-hearted people who hear God’s
word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge harvest.

Luke 8:15 (CEV)
15 Those seeds that fell on good ground are the people who listen to the message and keep it in good
and honest hearts. They last and produce a harvest.




Luke 8:15 (GW)
15 The seeds that were planted on good ground are people who also hear the word. But they keep it
in their good and honest hearts and produce what is good despite what life may bring.

Luke 8:15 (MSG)
15 But the seed in the good earth—these are the good-hearts who seize the Word and hold on no
matter what, sticking with it until there’s a harvest.

Hebrews 12:1-2

1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Corinthians 9:24-25

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a
way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.

Romans 2:5-7

5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself
wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will render to each
one according to his deeds": 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek
for glory, honor, and immortality;

Colossians 1:9-12

9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may
walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience
and longsuffering with joy;

2 Corinthians 12:12
12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and
wonders and mighty deeds.

Hebrews 6:10-12

10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His
name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become
sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Galatians 6:8-9
9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Hebrews 10:35-36
35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of
endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise
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