
Chances are, you haven't experienced exile like the Israelites, who were
overtaken by the Babylonians, forced out of their homes, and sent to live in a
foreign land for 50 years. 

So let's try to imagine. What would you miss? What would your mind embellish
about your home? What would you dream of at night?

When the Israelites began to return home from exile, the very first thing they
tackled was rebuilding the temple so they could begin to worship God together
again.

God is good and He meets us where we're at. We can absolutely connect with
Him and worship Him alone at work, on the beach, around the table, in an
Uber, etc. and He will absolutely move in those moments. But there's
something powerful about worshiping God together - partaking in the Lord's
Supper, hearing everyone's voices singing, digging into the same Scriptures.
There's something beautiful about doing these things together, even as we all
come with different backgrounds, cultures, and emotions.

gathering in worship.



Ezra 3:10-13
When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in
their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with
cymbals, took their places to praise the Lord, as prescribed by David king of
Israel. 11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord:
“He is good;
    his love toward Israel endures forever.”
And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because the
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the older priests
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud
when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others
shouted for joy. 13 No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from
the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the sound
was heard far away.

Ezra 6:15-26
The temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year
of the reign of King Darius.
16 Then the people of Israel—the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles—
celebrated the dedication of the house of God with joy.

Ezra 6:19-22
On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated the Passover. 20
The priests and Levites had purified themselves and were all ceremonially clean.
The Levites slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the exiles, for their relatives
the priests and for themselves. 21 So the Israelites who had returned from the
exile ate it, together with all who had separated themselves from the unclean
practices of their Gentile neighbors in order to seek the Lord, the God of Israel. 

Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

In the bible.



Feel free to talk through some or all of these questions

1.) What's something that sticks out to you in the verses above? 
2.) What are some things we can specifically learn about worship from
these verses?
3.) Have you ever felt exiled from God and/or the church? What was
that like? What was the return like?
4.) What are your favorite parts about gathering together to worship
with a group of believers? Why are they your favorite?

TAKE TEN:

- How did you see God work in your life this week?

- What has God been teaching you in His Word? 

- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian
friends? 

- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)

- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you
about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

Questions.


