Sharing Our Faith

Ambassador
2 Corinthians 5:20 – “And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

What is an ambassador?

When I was 12/13 years old I was given the opportunity to be a student ambassador through an organization called People to People.  I was able to go to New Zealand and Australia for three weeks in which I learned about their culture, economy, hobbies, history, and so much more.  And, I had the opportunity to represent the USA to the people I interacted with.

The whole concept of People to People came from President Dwight Eisenhower after WWII.  His theory was that if young people could travel and fall in love with a different place in the world, then the likely hood of major world wars would diminish.  

And, to a great extent, I think they accomplished that with me.  I have had a fascination with New Zealand and Australia ever since my experience.  However, there may also be a failure.

Because I wasn’t just experiencing those other places and seeing the best of what they have to offer.  I was also representing where I was from.  That is what an ambassador is.  A representative.  And, if you were to choose someone to represent your business, country, or even you personally, would you choose a 12-15 year old boy?  They aren’t exactly the cream of the crop.

Did I fall in love with New Zealand and Australia because of my interactions with the people and the culture?  Absolutely yes.  Did Kiwi’s and Australians fall in love with the USA because of their interaction with me?  Not likely.  

Again, an ambassador is an official representative of something else.  An ambassador represents something else through two forms – their actions and their words.  Their integrity and their speech.  Which means that, as an ambassador, you had better match the values of whatever it is you are representing.  How an ambassador acts reflects on what they are representing.  What an ambassador says reflects on what they are representing.  

A good ambassador speaks excitedly.  That’s the joke with these shirts this morning.  I’m not sure about Steve’s, but Jordan and I are wearing jokes.  Not really introverts.  Not really excited about these things.  But there are things I am excited to talk about.  And I naturally become an ambassador for them.

We think of it as often being political.  But it’s bigger than that.

Our culture has something called “brand ambassadors.”  It’s a fancy title for an endorsement deal.  And, you’ve probably seen the news when a partnership with a brand ambassador goes wrong.  Adidas dropped Kanye.  Nike dropped Kyrie Irving.  Gatorade dropped Tiger Woods.  Disney dropped Johnny Depp.  And there are so many more examples.

All because the ambassador said or did something that contradicted the stance of the brand.  

An ambassador is expected to hold the same stance as the brand, or politician, they represent.

I’m still an ambassador.  Because of the practical realities of life.  Everywhere I go, everything I do, everything I say – it all represents something else.  

I carry the name Webb – there is more of them than just me.  My words and actions represent more people than just myself.  My parents, wife, kids.  

It’s bigger than my name and my family.  My words and actions represent my friends – you have gained or lost friends based on words and actions.  Your own or theirs.  It impacts your employer.  Employers now look at social media outlets to figure out whether you are a liability or a benefit to their business.

And it’s still bigger than that.  Whether you like it or not, your words and actions could impact how others view Frankfort, Kentucky, or even this country.  

And even bigger still – God.  If you have submitted yourself to Jesus, and if you are a part of this family here, you are now an ambassador to God’s brand.  What you do and say reflects the perceived values of CapCity.  And of God himself.  

Again, you don’t have to agree with me.  You don’t have to like this news.  This isn’t information just for Jesus followers.  But it is true.  It’s true for all people in all circumstances.  What you do and say is constantly telling others something about who you are and who you reperesent.

And if you are a Jesus follower, this verse should be pretty important to you:  2 Corinthians 5:20 – “And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  (God has decided that the way his message will go throughout the world will be through us – and his message is reconciliation).  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, (we represent his message and his brand – that makes us ambassadors) as though God were making his appeal through us.  (I hate that phrase “as though.”  It’s not there in the Greek and the idea isn’t present in this passage.  It isn’t “as though,” some passive “could be.”  It is exactly this way.  God is making his appeal through us.  It is his plan.  It is his strategy.  And, again, our message:) We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

Paul says it clearly.  Jesus followers are God’s official representatives.  We are ambassadors.  We act and speak with the authority of God.  When we speak the message of reconciliation, it is the same as God himself doing the talking.  

Which means whether we get it right or not, people will get their impression of who God is and what he cares about from our actions and words.  

So we better get it right.  What does that look like?

Series Recap
To a large extent, that has been what this sermon series has been about.  As Jesus followers there are things that we do.  It’s inherent in our being Jesus followers.

It’s stuff like this.  We worship, pray, and study the Bible.  When we do these things, it shows the world the important of our God in our lives.  It also tells the world how committed we are to Him.  Because we are ambassadors.  It’s good for us, it’s good for them.

We are single-minded (focusing our priorities around God), we are totally-surrendered (making Jesus our Lord – not just Savior), and we are committed to biblical community.  These things tell the world the importance of doing life together, and it shows the world where they can find it.  Because we are ambassadors.  It’s good for us, it’s good for them.

We recognize that God has given us spiritual gifts, resources, and time.  When we leverage these things for Jesus, we tell the world how much God loves all people, and we show them that we love all people.  Because we are ambassadors.  It’s good for us, it’s good for them.

And to cap it all off, we share our faith.  Through all of these actions – and through our words.  It’s very simply something that Jesus followers do.  

And, as we work to get more and more practical here, Doc gave us a head start last week.

Act
Doc preached through the first few verses of Colossians 4 last week and paused several times to pray some of the same prayers Paul asked the Colossians to pray.  In his first prayer, Doc prayed this: “God, you have called us to be the salt of the earth, and the light of the world.  God, show us how.”

And what does Paul say living like salt and light looks like?

Colossians 4:5 – “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.”

What does it look like to be an ambassador?  What does it look like to share our faith?

It starts by how we act.  It starts by how we live.  Especially around those who are not Jesus followers.  It means we have to assume that everyone we interact with isn’t a Jesus follower.  Just like an ambassador.

Because, before you ever say a word from your mouth, you’ve already preached a sermon with your actions.  

Years ago I witnessed a man from my church yell and scream at a teenaged cash register attendant – who also happened to go to our church.  The man felt like the change he received was incorrect.  His behavior rattled the young man – and made him ashamed to be a member of the same church.  Because, what we do in the world doesn’t just represent us.  It represents things bigger than us.  Whether he understood it or not, he had hurt the reputation of our church because of his actions.  He had preached a message that a non Jesus follower would have no interest in hearing again.  

Jesus said it this way in Matthew 5:16 – “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Your actions show what your heart is made of – and your actions represent someone bigger than you.  

There are a lot of ways we get it wrong.  The food industry hates waiting on Christians.  Sunday lunch is the least favorite shift to wait tables.  Christians, all dressed up from church, just leaving an experience of worshiping their God, walk into restaurants and treat the staff poorly, demand better service, and tip well below minimum expectation.  

You’re an ambassador.  Act accordingly.  Represent your God well.

Our younger generation – your kids and grandkids – struggle with going to church.  Most of them are not turned off from the idea of Jesus.  It’s the reputation of churches and Christians that push them away.  The constant judgment, negativity, and hateful attitudes make them stumble.  Instead of drawing them in, we push them away. 

You’re an ambassador.  Act accordingly.  Represent your God well.

Because when we get it right, it opens more doors – exactly what Paul had prayed for in Colossians. 

Speak
When we treat people well – with kindness, generosity, and joy – people want to know what we have that they don’t have.  Our actions open doors…for us to talk.  Like an ambassador.

That’s the next thing Paul says.  Colossians 4:6 – “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

Our actions open doors to conversation.  Our actions preach a message that allows our voice to preach a message…make sure they match!

When you speak, your words should add flavor to someone else’s life.  It should be palatable.  Not offensive.  Paul says full of grace, seasoned with salt.  When you talk about Jesus, you don’t represent your own interest.

Kind of like cooking.  When I cook for myself, I prepare the food the way I would want to eat it.  When I cook for you, I prepare the food the way you would want to eat it.  I season according to your palate.  

I speak Jesus according to your palate.  It’s the difference between a teaspoon and a tablespoon.  One amount adds flavor – like what Paul says.  The other is overwhelming and offensive.  Each person deserves a different unique word on Jesus because they each have a different unique palate.  

How you speak Jesus to a co-worker who is far from God is very different from how you speak to a co-worker who is asking questions.  You’re an ambassador.  Speak accordingly.  Represent your God well.

How you speak to your kid or grand-kid is very different from how you speak to someone you’ve never met before.  You’re an ambassador.  Speak accordingly.  Represent your God well.

How you speak to a Christian who has fallen away is very different from how you speak to someone who has been faithful for 40 years.  You’re an ambassador.  Speak accordingly.  Represent your God well.

Each situation deserves a different measure of salt – a different measure of flavor.  Each situation deserves a different, calculated, verbal response.

And, it must be combined with your life.  It’s our actions and our words.  It’s graceful words with a graceful life.  It’s a life pursuing the truth of God’s word while also speaking truth in the right measure.  

Every dental commercial has people with great teeth.  Every weight loss commercial has skinny people at the end.  Every Christian with a message should have a life that backs it up.

Which means, if you can’t show them the way Jesus has reconciled you to God – if you aren’t observably changing more and more into the likeness of Jesus – then it may be best for you to keep your mouth shut.

Closing
We are constantly scarred by the failures of Christians.  It hurts our credibility.  Because every one of them – every one of us – is an ambassador.  

But even worse, it hurts those who aren’t followers of Jesus because it doesn’t represent him correctly.  And it pushes them further away.  

Maybe that’s you today.  Maybe you are the one who is tempted to walk away.  You’re tired of all the ways that ambassadors have failed.  

I get it.  I’ve experienced it.  I’ve felt it.  And I’ve had to allow Jesus to shape how I view his followers, and not let his followers shape how I view Jesus.  Because Jesus is worth pursuing regardless of how his followers have made it difficult. 

Maybe you’re on the other side of it.  In fact, I’d be willing to bet that you know someone who has been driven away from God because of the misbehavior of a Christian.  Maybe it was something that someone did, or something someone said.  Maybe it was you who failed.  And you live with the guilt of someone being further away from Jesus because of your actions or words.

Whether you like it or not, whether you feel worthy or not, whether you believe you are capable or not, whether you’ve got it right or wrong before, you are God’s plan.  

The strategy God has for reaching people who don’t know him is you.  The same people you love – God loves even more.  So much so that he sent Jesus.  Now he’s sending you.  

God is making his appeal of reconciliation to this world through you.

Jesus followers, remember your name.  Remember who you represent – at all times.  You are an ambassador.  God is making his appeal of reconciliation to this world through you.  

Act wisely.  Speak gracefully.      
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