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Jesus is the Friend of Sinners -- Pt. 1 
 

Review  
Review the passages below on Jesus and tax collectors. 

1) How did the Jews view tax collectors? How did they respond to them?  

2) How did Jesus view tax collectors? How did he respond to them? 

3) How did people, especially religious leaders, view Jesus? How did they 

respond to him? 

 

Discuss 
1) When Jesus called you, how did you respond? How was your response like 

that of Zacchaeus or Matthew? Did you respond like some of the Pharisees, at 

first? 

2) When you looked to see who Jesus is, what did you find?   

3) Are there people in your life that you view like the Jews viewed Zacchaeus? 

How can you adopt a more Jesus-like attitude towards them? 

4) How can knowing Jesus understands us help us seek the lost? 

5) Jesus was a friend of sinners.  Are you?  How can we help others see who 

Jesus is? 

 

 

 

Closing  
 

How can we help each other apply these truths our lives this week?   

 

Close in prayer. 
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Scriptures from the Sermon 

Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name 
of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see 
who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So 
he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 
coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 
down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at 
once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” 

Luke 5:27-31 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting 
at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left 
everything and followed him. 

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of 
tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, 
“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
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Luke 15:1-7 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 
Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred 
sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he 
joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I 
tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need 
to repent. 

Luke 7:33-35 

For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you 
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by all her children.” 

Matt. 1:21-23 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[f] because 
he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel”[g] (which means “God with us”). 

Mark 6:3 

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that 
has been given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is 
performing? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of 
James, Joseph,[a] Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they 
took offense at him. 

Mark 3:21 

When his family[b] heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they 
said, “He is out of his mind.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23166f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23168g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24411a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24310b
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Hebrews 4:14-16 

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into 
heaven,[f] Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he 
did not sin.  Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Isaiah 53:3 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

John 15:13-17 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: 
Love each other. 

John 1:12 

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God -- 

 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30029f

