
THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD:  
CALLED TO LIFE  

E XO D U S  2 1 : 2 2 - 3 6  

Last week we took a small break from Exodus by studying the Fatherhood of God in honor of Father’s 
Day last week. It is always good to have a little breather now and then.  

Next week I will be out of town on vacation, so Deacon Bill Freese will be leading us in a prayer and 
song service.  

Getting back into Exodus today. Getting back into studying the laws and regulations that God is setting 
forth for His people as He prepares them to inhabit the land He had promised to their forefathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This whole time the Israelites are at Mt. Sinai, camped before the mountain 
of God. God is seeking to reorient His people’s identity from captive, to free men and women, with God 
being the Rescuer and Provider of His people. They had only known a life of harsh labor, captivity, and 
cruelty, so naturally it takes time and a new vision for what a thriving life looks like, and how to relate 
well to one another. He starts off by giving the 10 commandments which really boil down to “loving 
God” and “loving your neighbor as yourself”. Then God moves on to giving specific regulations about 
how to live these out in daily life.  

So far with the regulations we have seen God’s intentions for His people, not just in the negative things 
to avoid, but also in the positive ways to live: 

Called to Serve: no matter the roles we find ourselves in, we are called to serve one another  

Called to Peace: we are to pursue peace with one another 

Called to Life: we are to value life in all it’s forms. God is life, and the giver of life, thus to value life in all 
it’s forms is to honor God Himself  

Read the text, declare, thank, pray 

I.  Human Life  

Sometimes it can be easy to think that these are all just a bunch of random regulations that God is 
setting forth, and skip over them. Or to think that because they don’t apply to us in the same way 
today, why should we focus on them? As I have been mentioning each week, I believe that unpacking 
these regulations helps us to better understand the heart of God and what He desires for us to be as 
His people.  

Women and Children  

What is going on with this first regulation? The issue at hand is the life of the mother and unborn child. 
Oddly specific scenario where two men are fighting and one hits a pregnant woman which then causes 
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either the death of the infant in the womb or a miscarriage of some kind, and injury to the mother. God 
is setting the precedence that we are to honor life in all it’s forms.  

God is once again showing us that life is worth saving, and is intended to be protected. Here are 
protections for the pregnant woman, her baby, and her spouse in this scenario of hurt or even death.  

God spends some time bringing up conditions for the offender. If it is clear who the offender was, then 
they alone would be responsible for the injury and death. If it is unclear who the offender was, then the 
community would take on the responsibility to make restitution for the loss and injury. God is seeking 
to establish that the punishment must fit the crime.  

Regardless of where the focus is at, the implication for this text is simple: all life, including in the womb, 
is considered sacred and the same law of murder applies to all human life, including in the womb. 

Modern day abortion is the outworking of this scenario in real time, and it is wrong It is a sinful, 
intentional, murdering of a child. Unfortunately our society has done much to try and sear the collective 
conscience about this heinous practice. I have put together a short document on four ways our 
collective conscience has been seared, as well as some thoughts on how the church ought to respond 
in light of this. In short, I strongly believe the Church has an opportunity to offer a counter-narrative to 
the dominant one on abortion and the value of a human life. We must offer community to the women 
and families who become part of our church. We must be willing to sacrifice time, money, and stuff to 
help prop up those women who are considering this.  

We must be gracious as we enter into relationship with women who have had abortions. Sin is sin is 
sin. There is no sin that is too far gone for God to offer His grace and forgiveness. There is no sin which 
prevents us from coming to God to be renewed and restored. Let us be a church community who 
offers this kind of grace, renewal and restoration in the lives of the women whom God brings to be a 
part of our church.  

What about the “eye for an eye” passage?  

Most OT scholars now agree that this was less of a literal application in every case, than an expression 
to denote equal compensation for wrongdoing.  

““You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not 
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if 
anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you 
to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one 
who would borrow from you.” - Matthew 5:38-42 

Jesus takes this passage and shows the intention behind it, which was to be a guide for how to assess 
damages, rather than a literal application of the law. The Spirit of the law is to help in interpersonal 
relationships, and that God’s people are to be slow to exacting compensation, but rather be quick to 
be gracious and generous!  

The “eye for an eye” law was intended to be determined and acted upon by the civil authorities, not as 
a revenge for wrongdoing. This is still an appropriate way to view our relationship with the law. We 
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must submit ourselves to the governing authorities, and let the LORD ultimately do the avenging. The 
emphasis in Jesus’ word are about individual conduct, how we ought to reposed to one another, not as 
setting a civil law for the governing authorities. God’s people are always to be set apart and different 
than the culture, especially when that culture is against Christ. = 

Servants/Employees 

The next regulation addresses the abuse of servants by an unjust master.  

This law deals with the financial avenging of the servant, it is not looking favorably on the mistreatment 
of the servants. Many times in the OT law God upholds the value and dignity of all human life, including 
those who are servants for a time. 

““You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You 
shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will 
surely hear their cry,  and my wrath will burn” - Exodus 22:21-24 

Notice the strong language that God uses to emphasize how all people, regardless of their roles or 
station in life, are to be treated with equity and respect as being created in the image of God… 

II.  Animal Life  

What about these last couple of regulations about oxen? These are kind of funny to our ears since we 
mostly don’t work with livestock in this way here in San Diego… 

What is going on here? Two things:  

Reiterating the value of human life  

Bringing back into focus the command of God to humankind of stewarding the creation  

Bringing back into focus the command of “subdue the earth, and have dominion over it”.  

God created Mankind to be his vice-regents on earth, to be His stewards of the earth which He had 
just created. The goal of humankind’s stewardship is to promote the flourishing of life on earth; Human 
life, as well as animal and plant life  

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” - Genesis 1:28 

How we steward the earth, including the animals which God has given us, shows God what we think of 
His creation. Christians, of all people on earth, ought to be the biggest environmentalists because this 
“prime directive” is still in force! God has not revoked our role as His vice-regents on earth to steward 
this world.  

Unfortunately, we have done a very poor job of stewarding this earth and the many resources God has 
given to us. We set up factories which pollute the atmosphere, we set up factories which enslave and 

3



take advantage of our fellow human. We do not seek to set up sustainable ways of harvesting food. We 
create chemicals to supposedly help create greater efficiency in our lives, yet which actually destroys 
it. We are quickly destroying this earth which God Himself created and entrusted us to steward.  

Why do we tend not to care as Christians or have more robust conversations about our stewardship?  

Could it be because we have accepted a version of the end of days in which God will burn all things up 
with fire? So what does it matter anyway? Is it because we have accepted the false gods of comfort, or 
ease, or convenience to serve us, or in believing that other people ought to care or take responsibility?  
Is it because we have given in to the false god of free market capitalism which only cares about the 
bottom line and less about the long term impact on society and the earth? Have we made a false god 
out of humankind, that we are the center of the universe and that all things should be for us?  

Yes to all of them! We have become so complacent about so many things in this world, it is no wonder 
our gospel is weak, narrow,  and without conviction. We have, unfortunately, over-narrowed the reach 
of the gospel to just being  a spiritual salvation…this is similar to an old heretical movement during the 
early church called Gnotiscism…spirit good/matter bad. In this version of the gospel, we over 
emphasize the spiritual salvation of our souls to the neglect of our bodies and to the earth we are 
called to steward and protect. The gospel is a holistic harmony of the redemption and restoration of all 
things, including the creation!  

We must remember that we are put on this earth to serve God, not ourselves. We are put on this earth 
to take care of it in such as way that it flourishes, not to take abuse it. However, we know that sin has 
marred the creation as much as it has marred our humanness. This is why the Apostle Paul seeks to 
show the fullness of the coming glory that will be ours when Jesus comes again:  

“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God.” - Romans 8:19-21 

Paul is personifying the universe with the use of the title “creation”. These verses show us that the 
earth will be renewed and remade like God’s people will be at the second coming. It will not be utterly 
destroyed, but will be set free from the corruption on it due to man’s sins and will be restored to it’s 
former glory and beauty. We must take care of this earth, for God has a beautiful plan for it, just like He 
does for all of His children  

This is why it is such a big deal to God when an ox is going crazy killing people. It shows a fundamental 
lack of concern or care or proper stewardship for the creation which God has entrusted to us.  

God desires that His people value life in all of its forms. He desires to have His people taking good 
care of all that He gives us, whether that is a child, or employees, or the earth itself. So let’s be a 
church that is committed to honoring, and protecting life, and stewarding the resources that God has 
given us so that we see our relationships, and our city, thriving for God’s glory and fame!
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