
 

       
PP The Crowned
Part 2-Crown of Rejoicing-1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, Philippians 4:1  	    	5/6-7

There is, in Ecclesiastes 7, an absolute gold-mine of wisdom waiting for us to dig it up
PP “It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is 
the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart.” Ecclesiastes 7:2 
Solomon told us it is better to go to a funeral than a wedding, if you want to gain wisdom
That sounds wrong but he insisted it’s true
Go to a funeral and lay it to heart, reflecting on your present life as well as your future life after 
your death
We lay to heart this question: PP What will be the eternal destiny of my resurrected body?
There are only two destinations: Eternity with Jesus or Eternity separated from Jesus 
PP Our eternal destination will be a consequence of what we believed while on earth but our
eternal compensation will be a consequence of how we lived on earth
The answer to which destination will be yours is whether or not in this life you believed and 
trusted in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins
Did you center your hope of eternal life exclusively on Jesus, abandoning all hope of earning 
forgiveness or deserving forgiveness?
Listen to me clearly: PP “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  
Ephesians 2:8-9
This is salvation: By grace through faith in the atonement of Jesus for our sins
Yet the next verse says that PP “we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works”  Ephesians 2:10
Part of what it means to lay it to heart, is, what will be my reward when I stand before Jesus?

Many Christians have such a problem with being motivated by rewards our God will give us
PP “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.”  Colossians 3:23-24
PP “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.”  Hebrews 11:6
PP “For the Son of Man is going to come with His angels in the glory of His Father, and then 
He will repay each person according to what he has done.”  Matthew 16:27
PP “Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His reward
is with Him, and His recompense before Him.”  Isaiah 40:10
In 1985, I had slipped far from God, when I sat through a message by Dr. Jerry Falwell on the 
rewards of believers and it changed my life
It was the truth that Jesus rewards His faithful that moved me to repentance and serving Him 
So I would ask you to listen closely as I tell you about the next Crown in The Crowned series
All 5 of these crowns are rewards that Jesus will give to His faithful followers, and today it is
	PP The Crown of Rejoicing

PP “For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is 
it not you? For you are our glory and joy.” 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
It is puzzling to hear the name of this crown and connect good to it, for ‘boasting’ is entirely a 
negative thing to us, but it wasn’t in the Greek language
For the word PP ‘boasting’ also means rejoicing, which is the exuberant expression of joy
Think of a sports team huddled in the locker room after winning the championship holding the 
trophy and jumping and cheering
Some may be arrogant but mainly, the athletes are cheering, rejoicing, exuberantly that they
endured the grind of the long season amidst stiff competition to emerge victorious
What we have here, besides the name of this crown, is a question: “For what is our hope or 
joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at His coming?”  19
Paul rhetorically asks, We have a crown of boasting and Jesus will give it to us, and do you know 
what it is?
Paul then gave the answer…PP ‘is it not you?  You are our glory and joy’ 1 Thess. 2:19-20
This is wild, it is incredible!
There is a crown Jesus will give Silas and I, and that crown is you!
The Crown of Boasting, of Rejoicing is not a golden crown, nor is it a crown woven of unwilting 
myrtle or oak leaves
This crown is made up of souls won to the Lord because someone faithfully, courageously shared 
the gospel, the good news of salvation
This is the crown that will be given to those who lead people to salvation in Christ
PP It is called the soul winner’s crown or the crown of evangelism
It will be Christ’s reward for those who fearlessly declare the gospel to the unsaved
Notice the pronouns in these two verses: PP “For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting 
before our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy.” 
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20
Paul was the main preacher and teacher and Silas and Timothy were his ministry partners, but
they all expected to receive this crown as they labored together to bring these people to 
salvation
This is the crown for those who share the gospel and whether from your efforts, or another’s, 
the unbeliever responds in faith 
You were a part of what eventually brought that person to salvation
You were a faithful witness, a servant through whom that person believed
PP “What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.”  
1 Corinthians 3:5-6
You might be saying, I keep sharing Jesus with those unbelievers, but no one comes to faith
Friends, be faithful, and pray, because one day you will receive this crown, and that crown of 
your rejoicing will be the ones to whom you told about Jesus who came to saving faith

Picture right now in your mind, the face of one you love so much but who is not a believer
That love moves you to testify to them of the good news of salvation through faith in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus and you water those seeds of the gospel with your tears
PP “Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing 
the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” Psalm 126:5-6 
Do you see in this Psalm the Crown of Rejoicing and do you greatly desire it?

Let me imagine just a little for a moment
Every person is brought before the Great White Throne Judgment, unbelievers on the left and 
believers separated to the right and Jesus calls a name of one those written in the Lamb’s
Book of Life to come stand before the throne
Stepping out of that great throng of people comes someone that looks familiar to you
But then Jesus turns His head and looks at you, and invites you to come up and stand with her
You walk up and she throws her arms around you and with tears tells you how your love for her 
in sharing how to be forgiven is what eventually led her to be saved
Now tears fall down your face because you never knew that God used in this way, but she is 
standing there that day because of your faithfulness
Jesus, with a smile on His face and joy in His eyes, tells you, ‘Here is your reward, your Crown 
of Rejoicing’
Can you imagine that day, and if you are faithful in liberally sowing the seeds of the gospel, you 
will likely find that she is not the only one there because of you
And I imagine that all those that God saved through you will enter into the eternal dwelling place 
of God, together, for they are your Crown of Boasting

But there is one more thing that I want to teach you, and it is joy upon joy in this message!
What an interesting verse we find in PP Philippians 4:15-16,  “And you Philippians yourselves 
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered 
into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only.  Even in 
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again.” 
This church supported Paul and his team financially so that they could proclaim the gospel in 
Thessalonica, partnering in this great work of evangelism
PP (leave up) “And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so 
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.” Luke 16:9 
Once more let me take you into the future and ask you to lay it to heart
Your earthly life is over, human history is completed, and the great day of judgment has arrived
If you have believed on Jesus for your salvation, you are standing before Him righteous and 
justified by His death and resurrection
You are about to be called before His throne, not for a verdict on your destination, for you are a 
child of God and your future with Him secured
You’re about to receive your reward, because by the power of God, you lived out good works
He calls you to come stand before Him, in view of everyone for He will be glorified in you, and 
books are opened which chronicle in detail all of your deeds
You watch some burn up because they weren’t done by God’s grace for His glory, in love, but for 
your selfish glory
But other works withstand of the fire of Christ’s judgment and they shine like gold
You see that your financial support for that missionary helped hundreds of people get saved
You see that financial gift that allowed an addict to get Christ-centered help led to their freedom
You see that generosity to that ministry took the gospel to places you could not go
You look to Jesus and you see a smile on His face because you are about to be surprised
He welcomes you into your eternal rest, and as you enter those dwellings, walking on streets of 
gold, you see a crowd of people all looking at you, cheering for you
What is this, you wonder, until you are told that these are all here because you gave your monies 
to support ministries that declared the gospel
You have made friends for eternity, and they will never stop thanking you!
Church, do you want the Crown of Boasting, this Crown of Rejoicing?
This crown will not glitter with gold, it will shine with the redeemed that you shared the message
of hope with and they responded in faith
I hope you do, and I hope you are incredibly motivated by this message!
Here is one simple way to gain it for your reward…make your feet beautiful
PP “But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they 
believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him 
unless someone tells them?  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? 
That is why the Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring 
good news!’”  Romans 10:14-15
The purpose of feet is to move us, so let your feet move you to those who need to hear about the
love of God and the forgiveness that can be found in Jesus His Son
Sow the seeds of the gospel everywhere you go, and Christian, you will one day stand before 
Jesus with a Crown of Rejoicing, having made friends for eternity!
Pray



