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EASTER: Invitation To Believe   
THE BIG QUESTION: WHO IS JESUS? 
STORY of Jesus wasn’t worth telling APART from the RESURRECTION 
NOBODY EXPECTED NO BODY 
A BRAND NEW COVENANT 
ONE NEW COMMAND 

16 So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the 
place of the Skull. 18 There they CRUCIFIED him, and with two others—one one each 

side and Jesus in the middle. -John 19:16-18 
30 He BOWED his head and GAVE up his spirit. -John 19:30 

35 The man who SAW it has given testimony, and his testimony is TRUE. He KNOWS 
that he tells the truth, and he testifies SO THAT YOU ALSO may BELIEVE.  

-John 19:35 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s 
permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by 

Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the 

two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with 
Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was 

the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus 
there. -John 19:38-42 

2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 
put him!” 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, 

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came 
along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 

there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was 
still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went inside. He SAW and BELIEVED. -John 20:2-8 
24 Now THOMAS one of the twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 

So the other disciples told him, “We have SEEN the Lord!”  But he says to them, 
“unless I SEE the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and 

put my hand into his side, I WILL NOT BELIEVE.”  26 A WEEK later his disciples 
were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “PEACE be with you!” 27 Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here; SEE my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

my side.” 
-John 20:24-31
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