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1. Have you ever been betrayed? As you feel comfortable, share what that experience 
was like. If the memory is too tender, share the experience with Jesus. He will 
understand. 

2. Read Mark 14:1-2. From that passage, what is the attitude of the people toward 
Jesus? You may also want to reflect on the crowd’s enthusiastic welcome of Jesus on 
Palm Sunday and the delight they take in listening to Jesus debate with the religious 
leaders. What is the attitude of the chief priests and teachers of the law toward Jesus? 
What reasons do they have for their attitudes towards Jesus? What course of action 
do the religious leaders decide on? How will they implement this? 

3. While the religious leaders are looking for a way to arrest and kill Jesus, Jesus is 
enjoying the hospitality of friends. Mark 14:3 tells Jesus is at the house of Simon the 
Leper. What does his name tell us about this man? How were lepers treated during 
the time of Jesus? If Simon is in his home, can we assume that he has been healed? 
What does this tell us about the character and nature of Jesus? 

4. The journey from Caesarea Philippi to Jerusalem was transformative for the disciples. 
During this journey, Jesus repeatedly warns his disciples of the anger he will face from 
Roman imperial power and Jewish high-priestly authority, but the disciples are unable 
or unwilling to hear him. Like the disciples, we might prefer to avoid the implications 
of this journey with Jesus. But Lent is a penitential season, a season where we 
acknowledge our shortcomings. Mark gives us a great gift: a story of failed 
discipleship. In chapter 14, we see the betrayal by Judas, Peter’s declaration of love 
and support, and the disciples’ failure to companion Jesus as he prays in agony in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. How does this account of their failure make it easier for us to 
acknowledge our shortcomings? In what ways do we fail Jesus? 

5.  In our Lenten transformative journey, Jesus asks us to repent, change, and participate 
in that transition of death to life with him. How do we do this? 

6. Compare the unnamed woman who anoints Jesus with each of the named Twelve. In 
what ways does the woman seem to understand the danger Jesus faces, the danger 
he warned the disciples about while they were journeying from Caesarea Philippi to 
Jerusalem? How are her actions a foreshadowing of what is to come? Why do you 
think Jesus says we will tell of her actions wherever the gospel is preached? 

7. Take a few moments to companion Jesus. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you as you quiet 
your mind and heart to be with Jesus in the home of Simon the Leper. Read Mark 
14:3-9. Read the scripture slowly and reflectively. Imagine being with Jesus as this 



unnamed woman enters the house to anoint Jesus with a very expensive perfume. 
What do you hear? What do you smell? How do you feel? Don’t rush through the 
passage. Continue to use your imagination and senses to experience it. What might 
God be trying to say to you? Do you see a familiar gospel in a new way? What 
difference does it make in our everyday lives that we have encountered God through 
this Scripture passage? What would it be like to hear Jesus say these words to us? If 
you are moved to do so, commit to change the way you are doing something or 
perhaps the way you see someone. Be open to what the Holy Spirit might be saying 
to you. 


