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The Book of Romans 

   
Part 6 

Romans Chapter 3:27-31 and 4:1-8 
 
Opener 
 
Romans 3:27-30 (NASB) 
Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law 
of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 
29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles 
also, 30 since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith is one.  
 
 
Opening Passage 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
  
Heavenly Father, I pray that today’s message transition from a head knowledge into a 
heart revelation and through the power and the person of the Holy spirit renew our 
minds and transform our lives in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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The Book of Romans 

 
Introduction 
 
Romans 3:27-31 (NASB) 
Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law 
of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.  
 
The law of faith, by its nature, excludes (doesn’t tolerate) boasting in one’s self 
deservedness because of works.  
 
Illustration 
 
Boasting in one’s salvation is sillier than claiming to be a self-made millionaire after 
being a billionaire gives you a billion dollars! Everyone knows you didn’t earn it and 
you’re no more deserving than anyone else, your wealth is a result of the generous gift 
of another.  
 
Two kinds of boasting to be careful of… 
 
1) If my sins are lesser, then my salvation may be deserved.  
2) If my sins are greater, my salvation must be greater! 
 
Paul just spent two and a half chapters leveling the playing field on sin! All sin and fall 
short! All sin is the same to God! 
 
James 4:17 (NASB) 
Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (NASB) 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 
Q: So, then what about works? Do works matter? A: Of course!  
 
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
 
God has a wonderful and good plan for your life here on earth, but it’s only found in 
following Christ and it’s going to take faith… believing and you’re not going to be able to 
boast in what you’ve done but what God has done!  
 
So, NO BOASTING in how bad you were then or how good you are now!  
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The Book of Romans 

 
1.  We establish the Law.  
 
Romans 3:31 (NASB) 
Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish 
the Law. 
 
Matthew 5:17-20 (NASB) 
“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish 
but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Whoever 
then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches 
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Jesus fulfills the Law and the Prophets, and they point to Him because He is their 
fulfillment. 
 
Jesus fulfilled the Law and the Prophets in four ways… 
 
1) Doctrinal teachings because He brought full revelation. 
2) Predictive prophecy because He is the Promised One.  
3) Moral and legal demands because He fully obeyed them and reinterpreted 

them in their truth. 
4) The Fourth Way, I’ll save for the invitation today.  

 
20 “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
We can exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees by simply understanding and walking 
in the truth or reasons behind the law. 
 
Modern Illustration 
 
I don’t speed because I’ll get a ticket, I drive a safe speed because I care about people.  
 
Jesus fulfilled the law and Paul established law by understanding the purpose 
and the heart of the law.  
 
Purpose: To reveal our sinfulness and our one great need… the need for a savior!  
Heart: God loves people and wants them to be healthy, financially sound and joyful.  
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The Book of Romans 

 
2. Abraham believed God. 
 
Romans 4:1-3 (NASB) 
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?  
 
Abraham their greatest hero in their culture! He was like our George Washington but on 
steroids!  
 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God.  
 
Even Abraham’s great faith, before God, is nothing to boast about!  
 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.”  
 
Q: What did Abraham believe that made him righteous in the eyes of God?  
 
Genesis 15:1-8 (NASB) 
… the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; 
Your reward shall be very great.”  
 
Q: Why did God tell Abraham, “Do not fear”? A: Because Abraham had a fear!  
 
2 Abram said, “O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Since You have given no 
offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.” 4 Then behold, the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from 
your own body, he shall be your heir.”  
 
Now, Abraham was 75 years old and his wife was 65, in that natural and what was 
possible, Abraham and Sarai could not have a child. 
 
5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, 
if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 
Then he believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
 
Q: What did Abraham believe? A: That God would do what He said, no matter how 
impossible it seemed! That’s what was credited to Abraham as righteousness!  
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The Book of Romans 

 
Psalm 147:4 (NASB) 
He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them. 
 
Abraham couldn’t count the stars and he knew it and God knew it. It was an 
incomprehensible thing then and it stills is thousands of years later, but the stars were 
something God could point to and say, “Abraham, you know the way you can’t 
comprehend how many stars there are but you trust that I can? That’s what I want you 
to believe about my promise to you of an heir no matter how impossible or 
incomprehensible it seems to your mind. Abraham couldn’t count the stars, but he knew 
God could. And Abraham did believe God’s promise, and that made him righteous to 
God!  
 
RQ: Then Abraham never had a doubt in his mind or a question in his heart ever again… 
right? Wrong! 
 
7 And He said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to 
give you this land to possess it.” 8 He said, “O Lord God, how may I know that I will 
possess it?” 
 
Abraham had faith but he still had questions!  
 
Faith is not never doubting or never having questions! Faith is trusting that God will do 
what He said He will do, despite our doubts or questions. It’s trusting in God no matter 
what circumstances look like.  
 
Faith is moving in God’s promise even when you are scared to death and want 
to quit!  
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3. Faith is Credited as to Righteousness.  
 
Romans 4:4-8 (NASB) 
Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But 
to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
credited as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. 8 “Blessed is the man 
whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” 
 
Now verse 7 is a quote from the Psalms of David… 
 
Psalm 32:1-5 (NASB) 
How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! 2 How blessed 
is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
deceit! 3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning 
all day long. 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my vitality was drained 
away as with the fever heat of summer.  
 
Q: Do you see what hiding your sin from God will do to you?  
 
5 I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord”; and You forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
Let me simplify all of this for you. Just like Abraham couldn’t count the stars, it was 
incomprehensible and still is, you cannot comprehend the goodness and greatness and 
the endlessness of the love of God for you!   
 
The Law has done its job! You can’t always obey the Ten Commandments much less 613 
laws. Even if you could keep them all outwardly, in Matthew 5, Jesus said you couldn’t 
inwardly. I get it, I’m a sinner and I need a savior! The Law has done its job!  
 
But that’s not the only job of this incomprehensible Law! The Law proves God’s love! 
Even if you could obey all the Law (and none can but Christ), and you could do all that 
inwardly and outwardly you would still be unrighteous compared to God!  
 
But God loves you so much that He made a way, despite all our great sin, to be made 
righteous and just through His Son Jesus Christ. And all you must do is believe that in 
you heart.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

7 
 

The Book of Romans 

Prayer for Those Who’ve Decided to Follow Christ  
 
I pray today, that all who have received Christ as Savior would today receive Him as 
Lord. You say, Mike, what does that mean? We’ll, it’s one thing to believe God could 
save a sinner such as you and me, but then it’s hard to believe sometimes that He is 
really Lord over my current problem. And that’s what’s I’m going to pray first today 
because as tragic as it would be to not go to heaven because of unbelief, it’s almost just 
as tragic to go to heaven but never live out the great purpose and victorious life that is 
promised those who have believed in Jesus power to save them, but have yet to benefit 
from His Lordship over their circumstances.  
 
Invitation for Salvation 
 
Now, I promised I would tell you of one final way that Jesus fulfilled the Law and the 
Prophets as He said He came to do. Yes, Jesus fulfilled the doctrine of the Law and the 
prophecies of the Law and the moral aspects of the Law. But all of that wouldn’t really 
matter if He had not fulfilled the penalty of the Law. Although you and I are the guilty 
ones, the Law itself is evidence of that, Jesus Christ took the penalty of death and the 
shedding of blood for you and for me on the cross as His final fulfillment of the Law.  
 
To those who believe, all our sin was imputed or accounted to Jesus and His 
righteousness and been credited to you. Now, you’re going to have to take that on faith 
just like Abraham. And, when you do, your believing will make you right before the Lord. 
 
Salvation Prayer  
 
Jesus, like David, I’m confessing and not hiding my sin anymore. I ask for your 
forgiveness and I’m believing the gospel message today in and from my heart. I believe 
you died for my sins, I believe you rose from the grave and I believe your coming back 
and I believe I will spend my eternity in heaven. I receive you as savior, now help my 
unbelief when life doesn’t go my way and I give me strength to also believe in and 
receive you as my Lord. Amen  
 
Raise Hands if You Prayed that Prayer 
 
Romans 10:9 (NASB) 
… that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
 
Stand and Call up Prayer Team. 


