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The parables of Matthew 25 are answers to a rhetorical question Jesus asked in PP Matthew 
24:45, “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his 
household, to give them their food at the proper time?” 
Pastor Kyle showed us the wise servant who prepares with expectation for the return of Jesus 
Today we’ll see that a faithful is one whose life brings a great benefit to God
PP With that, let’s stand and read Matthew 25:14-30 and see the faithful and wise servant
A wealthy man left on a business trip, but not before giving differing amounts of talents to 3 of 
his servants to manage in his absence, ‘each according to his ability’ 25:15
To us, a talent is a natural ability, but in the bible, it was a weight that measured an amount of 
money, usually copper, silver or gold PP (Scale pic)
The common coin a talent weighed in 1st Century Israel was silver and one talent of silver about
equaled what a laborer was paid for about 20 years of work (corrects NIV84 translation)
The man gave the first servant 100 years worth of wages, the second 40 years and the third an
amount equal to around 20 years pay for a laborer, then left on a journey, a business trip
The disciples would’ve known at once that the servants were to invest it for their master’s profit
The first two invested their amount ‘at once’, each earning a 100% profit by their master’s return
But the third servant, PP ‘hid his master’s money’ in a hole in the ground, like a personal safe
The man was gone a long time (19) and when he returned, he settled accounts with the 3 servants
It’s here that the parable begins to move us inward to our own hearts to examine the evidence of 
our spiritual condition: Are we true believers or merely professing believers?
Jesus said, PP “I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know Me”  John 10:14
But there are many He will not know, meaning have a relationship with: PP “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord’…And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you’”  Matt. 7:21-23
Many call Jesus Lord, but their lives show they are dressed in filthy garments, lamps without oil
PP Salvation is a gift of grace received by faith in Jesus, yet the mark of being saved is that it 
produces in us an increasing faithful obedience to Jesus our King

PP Who is a wise and faithful servant?
PP 1-A wise and faithful servant has a desire that God would be pleased with you 
The first servant stepped forward and said, PP ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I
have made five talents more.’ 25:20
The second servant said the same thing with the only change being the number of talents
You might have missed the excitement in their voices though that the word ‘here’ gives
Master, look here, look at this, I doubled your money, I’ve made you richer
No hint they were looking for reward or commission, but eager to give 100% profit to the master
It is the scene in PP Revelation 4:10-11, “They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
‘Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.’” 
Imagine beginning your day praying that you would give glory to God in all things, and then by 
His grace, living that day with the goal of benefiting God as much as possible
Letting your words bring life to others like the words of Jesus do
Training your eyes to look upon what is righteous, like the eyes of Jesus did on earth
Making decisions after considering if they are ones that will please your Lord in heaven
The third servant did none of these, hiding his talent and making no effort to please his master,
and therefore, offering him no benefit, no glory

PP 2-A wise and faithful servant acknowledges that all you have is given by God
All three knew that the talents given them belonged to the master, even the unfaithful servant as
	he PP “hid his master’s money” (18) saying it was “your talent…what is yours.” (25)
But he was not glad about it, PP ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man…’  25:24
Jesus is the King and the master in this parable, the owner of all, even the servants
All we have, our looks, our personality, our natural skills, our spiritual gifts, our home, our job,
our strength, our time, let’s go on a bit more
God has given you your parents, your children, your gender, your birthplace, He decided when 
you would be born, your ethnicity, your blessings…all for His purposes
You ace a test, praise God, you get married, praise God, you survive a car accident, praise God, 
you make a friend, praise God, you land a job, praise God: PP “I will bless the Lord at 
all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalm 34:1
Can you gladly say that all you have is, the measure in which you have it, and what you do not 
have, is all from God and for His glory and benefit?
Or do you view God as One has been unfair to you?...which takes us to our next point

PP 3-A wise and faithful servant is content, believing that God is a good Master
The first two servants received what the master gave them, not begrudging the amount or 
maligning his character 
The master said to each of them, PP “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much.” Matthew 25:21, 23
The implication is that the master possessed far more than what he entrusted them with, and in 
fact, because they had been faithful, he would give them much more
But the third servant maligned the character of the master, accusing him of wrongdoing
PP ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed’ Matthew 25:24
He buried his talent, and now we see the wisdom of the master who knew his servant’s ability as
well as his heart and gave him a terrifying anwer: PP ‘You wicked and slothful 
servant!’  25:26
A question for each of us to ask ourselves: PP Do I trust that God is truly good?
We can answer that by honestly asking, Am I content with what God has given me?
The answer is hardly yes if you buy lottery tickets or go to casinos
Deep down where honesty is, do you believe you’ll be happier with more money?
It is only one more step of insight to see that deep in your heart, you think God is withholding 
good from you that you need for your happiness
Are you learning to be content with your home, your marriage, your children, your parents, your 
bank account, your car, your health, your place on the ladder at work?
This doesn’t mean we don’t try and improve our home, our marriage, get promoted, etc, but do 
we chafe with what God has given us with a restlessness to always get more and better
Do you inwardly struggle believing that God gave you the short end of the stick?
Envy and jealousy are signs of this discontent toward God
The wise and faithful servant will not malign the character or God, nor accuse Him of wrong, but 
he learns to see that God is good, in all things, all of the time, even in difficulty
Not so the wicked and slothful one, for being discontent, he does nothing but accuse his master

PP 4-A wise and faithful servant is one who will receive a great reward
How beautiful to be invited to enter into the joy of our King-it is all of grace-to live forever 
with no suffering, with hearts fully at rest, satisfied forever in Him
The man said to the third servant, PP “you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.” 25:27
His one talent was then given to the servant with 10 talents with the master saying, PP ‘For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.’  25:29
This seems unfair-the rich get richer-but remember the talents were not the servant’s, nor were 
they for the servant, but rather for the benefit of the master, and this is important 
A biblical principle is that those who prove themselves faithful will be blessed…for a reason!
PP “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God.”  2 Corinthians 9:10–11
The one given 5 talents had the greater temptation to use it wrongly but he was faithful, and his 
faithfulness was rewarded with even more to use it rightly for his master 
 
One final answer to the question of “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his 
master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time?” 
God said through Isaiah, PP “Behold My servant, whom I uphold, My chosen, in whom My 
soul delights.”  Isaiah 42:1
Jesus is both the master in the parable and the faithful Servant who fulfilled His Father’s will
He served God on earth, perfectly kept God’s commands, dying on the cross to pay for our sins
Have you trusted your life to this truth, and is that faith producing faithful obedience to God?
By faith, a believer is joined to Christ like a man and woman joined together at their wedding
Through that union, the power of God mightily works a transformation in us, to PP ‘incline our 
hearts to Him, to walk in all His ways and keep His commandments’ 1 Kings 8:58
Christian, the more Jesus becomes your delight, your heart’s desires and affections are changed,
and you will more greatly live for His glory, for His benefit, giving God a great return
But if you say you believe in God, but in reality, you show a low opinion of God in how you live,
take heed and see if you are in reality this worthless, wicked and slothful servant
If so, repent and believe in Jesus, and be faithful to Him, and you will hear Him say, Well done, 
good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your Master!


