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“There is something intensely personal,

1ntensely tender, intensely endearing, yet
1ntense1y fraught with danger in the picture. On
_the one hand there i 1s the sheep SO helpless, SO
utterly it .,‘mob111zed though 0therw1se strong,
"healthy, and ﬂourlshlng, Whﬂ\e on tf et | ’ ar
there 1s the attentive owner qul.ck and/ready to
'come ta 1(’ rescue—ever patlent and tender and
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—ww.At this peint it is important to point out
that 51m11ar1y in the Christian life there i 1S an
exciting and comfortmg parallel hete.

- Many people have the idea that when a chlld

of God falls, When heis. frustrated and

"helpless in a splrltual dllemma, d- _' ¢ _ ,
becemes dlsgusted fed up, and“eVen furmus-s-%
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-+.Oneof the great revelations of the heart of God given to

us by Christ is that of Himself as our Shepherd ‘He has the
same identical sensations of anxiety, concern, and
compassmn for cast men and women as I had for cast
~ sheep. This s prec1sely Why He looked on people with'such
'V‘pathos and compassion. It explalns His magnanimous;
v«-i“‘deahng Wlth down and out individuals forwhom even i
human soelety had no use. It reveals Why He Wept"\y i" |
those'who Spurned His affecnon It dlscloses the depth of
| 'H1s under/standmg of undone people tc) vs/hom/He came

eagerly and qulckly, read to he\l"" to\save, 't(} resi’ore. 3

{ ) ’r' ‘d'v
[FY \\ ptale TN

‘\\ .‘\" , | 8 ‘ : ‘
R\ NS J ‘ / \ i Y
] W\ ; iy ) 1\ g

/ o)

/\



~When I read the life story ot Jesus Christ and
examme carefully His conduct in coping with
human need, I see Him again and again as the
Good Shepherd plcklng up cast sheep. The .
‘,tenderness, the love, the patlence that He used to
f,«restore Peter S soul after the terr1ble tragedy of
his temptatmns isa classrc prcture of the ' ;:.: '
,cornmg to testore one of His own” TR
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“soul” is HJDJ(nepbesb)
il s Nephesh Whole belng / llfe / inner self

iy It doesn t just mean the 1mmater1al “soul”as‘in
PEN "“;{freek thought, but the whole person—the seat
of des1res, emotlons, V1ta11ty, and 11fe 1tse1f. v
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h “Restoxes my 30111” Sy l‘e\flves my 11fe / brmgs me"
bac’yl% /;renews my strength i ) (
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- 10The thief comes only to steal and kill
‘and destroy I came that they may have
 life and have it abundantly 11T am the
,_rgood shepherd The good shepherd lays
down hlS 11fe for the sheep. L
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-“Do you know.what this means? It means to breathe
new life into you! To reset you: To take you from the
shambles you find youtself.in and rebuild you. To
brmg you back to 11fe. - To Wake up in the morning
w1th motlvatlon for llfe. To put you in a place Where
you loVe life agaln It may not be that you love
"everythlng in it, but you love 11fe because y@u'_"*‘sg €5
somethmg greater than \\the th1ngs you don’t lik e.«

hlS V
1S What happensrwhen yeu follow God/and allow Him -
| to restore your soul.?” - Danaﬂ Tenev, Psa] 23
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esus said to him, “I am the wayj,
the life. No one
gEpPLEo
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nd the truth, and
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#Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and I ‘will glve you
rest. 2 Take my yoke | upon you,
‘and learn from me, for 1 am gentle and W
*'lowly 1n heart, and you W111 ﬁnd;@esjt for ,
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3So he told them this parable. 4“What man of you, having a

hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the
n1nety-n1ne in the open country, and go after the one that is
lost, until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays it
‘on. h1s shoulders, rejoicing. ¢ And when he. comes home, he
/_calls together h1s frlends and his ne1ghbors, saymg to them
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep tha—tm}f;s{;
lost 2 7Just s0, I tell you, there ‘W1ll \be more joy in. he‘aV
‘one s1nnerWho repents than\over nmety-nme rrghteous ey

B

* persons WhO need’ no repentance;-Matthew )15.3 -/

il WA 0, -

— = c e _:— A\ \ .‘ / N : “/
0 - O AR R .>\ JER\ Y \ /
.,j‘ \/ ", A \‘.__\\\ \ WO / \\-‘\ ‘ ‘ // ' : y \ ; ‘// 3
s N S AN, N (Y J o \
V¥ ¢ N/ N } J \\ ’ /U ) 1\ &



2I'For to this you have been. called because Christ also

suffered for you, 1eav1ng you an example, so that you might
"follow in his steps. * He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth 2 'When he was reviled, he did not
reV11e in return when he suffered he d1d not threaten but

” a'contlnued entrustlng h1mself to him WhO ]udges ]ustly FtHe
"”’hlmself bore/our sins. in his body on the tree, that we mlght
die to sin and live to rlghteousness By his Wounds
_been healed - For you were: straylng like sheep, but have

7
now returned 10 the Shepherd and Overseer of ;gour souls.
e e \ '-1 Peter\Z 21 25
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16 S0 we do not lose

o~

eart. Though our outer self is
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Wastlng away, our inner self is
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“*But thanks be to God, who i in Chr1st

always leads us in trlumphal process1on and
through us spreads the fragrance of the
knowledge of him everywhere. 5 For we are the
aroma of Christ to God ‘among those who are
abelng saved and among those Whoare bt A A
per1sh1ng, 16 to one a fragrance from death‘rr) il 1
death) t,O:,the other a fragrance fr()m 11fe to
life. Who is suffiment for these thmgsp

e 2 Cr)rlnthlans 2 14 16
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“1My brothers, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and

someone br1ngs him back, 2 let him
know that whoever brmgs back a sinner
,r‘"’from hlS Wanderlng W111 save ‘his _soul
from déath and Wﬂl cover a multltﬁdew 0
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“But what He does expose us to will strengthen and

fort1fy our faith and conﬁdence in His control. If He
is the Good Shepherd we can rest assured that He
knows what He is domg 'This i in and of itself should
‘be suffi(:1ent to contlnually refresh and restore my soul
6.8 know of nothlng which so qulets and enllvens my
‘own sp1r1tua1 life as ‘the knowledge thaft God ax ;"’4 "
| What He is domg with me"’ T A
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3T have said these things to you,
that In me you may have

peace. In the world y()u will™
r—have trlbulatlon But take heart 1




““In essence, while challenges petsist,
embracmg Him grants us a life
surpassing. the grlp of adversity. Our
‘trlumph lies not in the eradlcatlon of
*problems but i 1n the abundance ofﬁ\whfe _
found 11/1 Chnst h1s 11fe emp owers us

to ernbrace ]oy and courage c/les/lfnte




Whete do you need the
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