
Saul of Tarsus 
 
Opportunity 
Acts 17.16-34 
 
Are we prepared to take advantage of the opportunities we have to share 
Jesus? 
 
A Few Days To Kill In Athens 
 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being 
provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols.  
 
17 So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-
fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who 
happened to be present. 
 
 18 And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were 
conversing with him. Some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish 
to say?” Others, “He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,”—
because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
 
22 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I 
observe that you are very religious in all respects.  
 
23 For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your 
worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD.’ Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 
 
 30 Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now 
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  
 
31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 
 
32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to 
sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” 
 
 33 So Paul went out of their midst. 34 But some men joined him and 



believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman 
named Damaris and others with them. 
 
Paul’s success in Athens is not based on the number of people who 
believed, but on his taking advantage of a singular opportunity to share 
Jesus. 
 
Paul in Athens exemplifies what it means to Engage the culture but not 
Embrace the culture 
 
Meeting People Where They Are 
 
People are trapped in a culture that shields them from Jesus. 
 
To many, Jesus is an unknown God 
 
Be fluent in the story of Jesus 
 
Be current on the influence of culture 
 
Be willing to encounter, engage and walk away 
 
Success is in taking advantage of the opportunity 


