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In the month of July, we’ve had such a great time talking about 
making waves… and if you were with us during VBS, you know that 
making waves means making a difference in the world through Jesus 
Christ. And I just want to say, it was such a blessing to gather here 
with all of you last week… to celebrate together as many of us 
remembered God’s grace in our lives and renewed our own 
commitment to follow the Lord, and we thank God for those who 
were baptized for the first time. Can we just thank God for his work 
among us last week?  
 
What I loved about last week’s worship gathering was that in the 
waters, we were remembering and giving thanks to God for his 
undeserved grace. We’re giving thanks to God for the undeserved 
grace he has shown us in our lives. We’re remembering that there’s 
nothing we can do to earn God’s love, and yet he lavishes it on us 
anyway… There’s nothing we can do to earn it… no special churchy 
works… we can’t volunteer enough… we can’t clean up our lives 
enough to be made worthy of God’s forgiveness. And yet he freely 
gives it to us.  
 
Paul says it like this in the letter he wrote to the church in Ephesus – 
Ephesians 2:8-9 –  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast.” 
 
Thank you, Jesus. Amen?  
 
In fact, undeserved grace is kind of redundant if you think about it… 
it’s like asking someone to summarize their point briefly… isn’t that 
the point of a summary? Being undeserved is the thing about grace. 
Grace is undeserved. Because if we DESERVED grace, it wouldn’t be 
grace, it would be justice. Imagine that you’re parking your car, and 
you’re trying your best to parallel park… but you’re just not that 
good… and you scraaaaaaape the car beside you a bit… and the 
owner comes out and confronts you. If you pay for the car to be 

repaired and then they forgive you… that’s called justice. YOU made 
your wrong right. If THEY pay for the damages and forgive you, that’s 
called grace. THEY made it right. It was undeserved.  
 
And that’s what God’s grace is like, too. We don’t earn it. We just 
receive it.  
 
Paul kind of unpacks how we can receive God’s grace in the book of 
Romans. Receiving God’s grace is as simple as understanding that our 
wrongdoing-our sin…  it separates us from God and we are in need of 
forgiveness to be connected to God. And when we believe that when 
Jesus died on the cross, he forgave our sins and when we make Jesus 
our Lord, we’re saved. It’s that simple. We don’t need to question it. 
We don’t need to wonder. 1 John 1:9 says – If you confess your sins, 
God is faithful and just, to forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
When we trust in Jesus’s act on the cross to offer us forgiveness of 
sins and make Jesus our Lord… we become recipients of God’s grace. 
And at that moment, it’s just as if we’d never sinned.  
 
Thank you, Jesus, amen?  
 
And here’s what Paul says about anyone who is in Christ… you ready? 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says “if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come:[a] The old has gone, the new is here!”  
 
And that’s what we were celebrating and giving thanks for last week. 
Undeserved grace.  
 
In Christ we’re a new creation. But this begs a question. So, we made 
Jesus our Lord… we’re a new creation… now what?  
 
I mean, Jesus says in John 10:10 that the thief comes to kill, steal, and 
destroy but that he comes to give us FULLNESS of life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a
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In John 7:38, Jesus says “whoever believes in me… rivers of living 
water wells up from within them.” 
 
In John 4:13 Jesus encounters a woman at a well in Samaria who had 
quite a history. And he tells her, “Everyone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 
 
If we put our faith in Jesus for salvation… things are supposed to be 
different. And it’s not that Jesus is going to make us into a better 
version of ourselves… it means that Jesus is going to form us into a 
NEW version of ourselves. We’re a NEW creation. The old is gone and 
the new is here.  
 
But sometimes… if we’re being honest… we don’t feel new. We might 
feel different in the moment of those spiritual high places… but 
sometimes we don’t see the new creation come. Not in the ways 
we’d hope anyway.  
 
Maybe you desire more joy… or less worry… maybe you desire to 
have a clear purpose for your life… or maybe you desire more 
patience or selflessness or generosity.  
 
Paul calls this change in our lives fruit. When God’s working in our 
lives… fruit overflows. Who we are changes. The new creation comes. 
And Paul says that the fruit of the holy spirit working in our lives looks 
like this -  Galatians 5:22-23 – “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.” 
 
The fruit of the Spirit is who we are when the character and the love 
of God overflows in our lives as we’re transformed by him. Our 
character is transformed, our perspective is transformed, and the way 
we live our lives is transformed.  

 
Who we are is new. But again, it doesn’t answer the question – what 
makes the fruit grow? I put my faith in Jesus. Now how do I bear fruit 
in my life? How am I made new? How do we experience more love, 
joy, peace.  
 
And the good news is it’s simple to understand… the bad news is it’s 
difficult to do. But Jesus gives us clear instruction on how 
transformation happens.  
 
His instruction is found in what’s often referred to as the “Farewell 
Discourse” of Jesus. The farewell discourse was Jesus’s final time of 
teaching with his disciples at the Last Supper and it’s found between 
John 14-17. It was his final time of teaching because right after the 
Last Supper, he walked outside with his disciples into a garden and he 
was arrested there and ultimately taken to the cross. 
 
And so, Jesus, knowing the last supper would be his final teaching… 
tells his disciples some of the most important things he’s ever told 
them. Think about it… if you knew you were going to die and you 
gathered your loved ones around you… your final words would be 
intentional… they’d be filled with the most important things.  
 
And in this farewell discourse, Jesus reminds his disciples how to bear 
fruit. How to experience that Holy Spirit transformation in their lives.  
 
John 15:5-8 - 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into 
the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.” 
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There are three things from this passage I want us to notice today. 
 
The first is this – “The Christian life should bear fruit.” 
 
We’ve been talking this whole time about our DESIRE to experience 
fullness of life and to bear fruit in our life, but one thing Jesus’s words 
highlight for us is that bearing fruit isn’t an option for believers, it’s 
our entire purpose.  
 
Verse 8 of our passage says, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” 
 
This is one of the reasons I love that Jesus used a horticultural 
metaphor. When we think about a grape vine, we all know it has one 
purpose. To grow grapes. There’s nothing else you’d want to do with 
it. You can’t make furniture out of it… it’s supposed to grow grapes. 
That’s why Jesus says that the vine is thrown into the fire if it’s not 
bearing fruit… because there’s nothing else it’s good for. A vine’s 
purpose is the bear fruit. 
 
Many of you probably have some vegetables growing in your yard this 
summer… The same principle is true here - If you grow a tomato plant 
and the plant gets huge and has all kinds of leaves, but it never grows 
a tomato, you would rightfully say that plant didn’t do what it was 
supposed to do, right? Because the seed you planted was for one 
purpose – to grow tomatoes.  
 
And in the same way, our purpose as Christians is to bear fruit. Jesus 
said when we bear fruit it glorifies God and it is evidence of our 
salvation. Now I want to be really clear… we don’t bear fruit TO be 
saved. We already talked about that. We are saved by grace. Not by 
works, so that no one can boast.  
 
BUT… if we believe in Jesus and we’ve made him our Lord, it will be 
evident by the life we live.  

 
Jesus’s own brother, James, said it like this – James 2:14-17 – “What 
good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but 
has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a 
sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it 
is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
 
We’re saved by grace through faith but our faith in Jesus is proven by 
our works.  
 
And that transformation happens when we partner with God… 
because through his holy spirit, we bear fruit, but we aren’t passive in 
the process… we act as his co-laborers.  
 
Think about the vineyard metaphor. A winegrower can’t make seeds 
grow. They are fully dependent on the sun shining… they are fully 
dependent on rain coming from the sky… in that way, they can’t make 
seeds grow.  
 
But certainly, farmers have a role to play… they shouldn’t sit back and 
do nothing and just wait for the seeds to grow, right? If you sit back 
and wait for your garden to grow… you know what you’re goanna 
get? Not fruit. You’re gone get weeds. So, winegrowers can’t make 
seeds grow on their own… But at the same time, they can do a whole 
lot to create an environment where seeds are more likely to grow. 
Winegrowers can till the soil. They can fertilize to make sure the vines 
have the right nutrients for growth. They can irrigate the land. They 
can weed. They can prune. But they can’t MAKE the seed grow.  
 
And in the same way, for us to bear fruit in our lives, it’s a holy dance 
between the work God does by the power of his Holy Spirit and the 
work we do.  
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Jesus says as much right here in this passage. He shows that HE is 
100% essential when he says, “Apart from me you can do nothing.”   
 
And he invites us to be his collaborator when he says, “If you remain 
in me, you will bear much fruit.”   
 
It’s completely dependent upon God’s power. But we need to stay 
connected to the source of life… the vine… Jesus Christ.  
 
The first thing Jesus shows us in this passage is that the Christian life 
should bear fruit and we are God’s co-laborers in the process. The 
second thing Jesus teaches us is -  We will only bear fruit when we 
connect to Jesus.  
 
We’ve been talking about how to experience fullness of life and see 
that fruit in our lives and this is the answer, right? Connect to Jesus.  
 
Again, the vineyard metaphor Jesus uses is really helpful in 
understanding what he’s saying.  
 
If we cut a branch off of a vine, no one would expect it to grow, and 
yet that’s what we’re doing if we expect to bear fruit without 
connecting to Jesus.  
 
This is good news. Because it makes a very clear path for us. If you 
want to be made new, if you want to be transformed by Jesus…  
 
To bear fruit in your life, connect to Jesus.  
 
And to connect with Jesus – we do two things. 
 
First, be with him.  
 
In any relationship, to be connected to the other person, you have to 
be together. You have to talk and you have to listen. And you have to 

do it regularly. You’ve probably seen it before in your life, when you 
and a friend stop talking for some reason… maybe one of you moves 
away or switches jobs… and you end up falling out of touch. You used 
to be close, but now you’re not. Cause if you’re not talking and 
listening to your friend, if you’re not connected in that way, you will 
get out of touch.  
 
The same is true with God. To be connected with Jesus, we have to be 
with him. I wish I could say we “should” be with him, but I just can’t. 
It’s as basic as a relationship. If you want to be connected to Jesus, 
which Jesus says is how we bear fruit, we have to be with him.  
 
You can talk to Jesus and listen to Jesus in many different ways. When 
we’re worshipping together, we can be present with God and hear 
from him through his word in the sermon… we can hear from him 
when he nudges us during the sermon… we can hear from him when 
a song communicates a truth about God… and we can speak to God 
when we express our gratitude during a song and when we turn to 
him in prayer. 
 
But the great news is, that’s just one way. We can hear from him and 
talk with him through scripture, prayer, meditation, and so much 
more anywhere we go. In fact, we should. Peter tells us we should 
pray continually… conversations with God should overflow to every 
area of our lives.   
 
I want to ask you to reflect on this question – how have you been 
with him in the last week? In our worship gatherings, have you been 
listening to him and speaking to him in your heart? Or have you found 
yourself going through the motions like we all do sometimes? 
 
One way we connect to Jesus is by being with him. 
 
Second thing we do to connect with Jesus is this - do what he says.  
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Imagine you tell your child to clean their room and an hour later you 
ask them if they cleaned their room and they say, “oh I went upstairs 
and thought a lot about what you said and I thought about how wise 
you are because of your instruction. Thank you.  
 
A few days later you ask your child if they cleaned their room, and 
they say, “I got together with a couple friends from school and we 
talked about what you meant when you said clean your room… and 
how different people might clean their room… and how great the 
world would be if everyone cleaned their room.  
 
A few days later you ask again and your child says – “I gathered with 
some other friends and we sang songs all about cleaning our rooms.”  
 
Perhaps this goes without saying… We need to do what Jesus says. 
Later during the last supper, Jesus says in John 15:10 says “If you keep 
my commands, you will remain in my love.” 
 
again, Jesus’s brother James says it like this – James 1:22 – “Do not 
merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 
 
Obey Jesus. He says to love our neighbor as ourselves… we should do 
that… not because it makes us forgiven but because we ARE forgiven. 
And fruit in our life demonstrates our faith in Jesus. 
 
Some of you are looking for a little bit of direction of what’s next for 
you in connecting with Jesus and doing what he says… And I wanted 
to bring to your attention that on our website we have a spiritual 
health assessment that’s all about how well we’re living life 
connected to… being with him and doing what he says… I’d invite you 
to take that assessment if you want to… you can find it at 
bellefontefaith.com/3r… and it’s completely confidential. Maybe you 
need to take the assessment to figure out what you need to do to 
become more like Jesus so you can bear more fruit in your life and 
experience all that he has for you.  

 
Or maybe you already know. When you think about being with Jesus 
and obeying him, you know the area you need to grow in. Great. Do 
it. Do what Jesus says to do.  
 
Because as Jesus teaches us in this passage, Christians should bear 
fruit… and the way we bear from is by connecting to him.  
 
And the last thing that’s so important for us to hear today from Jesus 
in this passage is this: Bearing fruit requires pruning. 
 
As Jesus continued on in his teaching, he says – John 15:2b - “every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful.” 
 
In order to bear fruit in our lives, we have to connect to Jesus… and in 
order to do that, we’re going to have to allow him to do some 
pruning. We can’t just let the natural inclinations and desires of our 
hearts to run wild, because if we do… we won’t bear fruit. Just like 
the vineyard metaphor… branches are under the care and the 
direction of the gardener.  
 
We have a vine growing in our backyard over a trellis and we never 
do anything with it… and it’s an enormous overgrown vine. Huge 
leaves, branches everywhere… in fact, I literally noticed yesterday 
that one of the vines is trying to connect to the tree and the bushes 
right beside it… but guess what… there aren’t any grapes on it.  
 
And see what happens is, if it’s left to just grow and grow and grow 
without any pruning, too many extra branches will grow and the 
energy and the nutrients that the vine is sending out is spent trying to 
grow more branches.  
 
And so, a good winegrower prunes the extra branches so that the 
vine can be as fruitful as possible. Because all that mess of vines and 
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leaves are actually preventing the branches from bearing fruit like it 
should. 
 
And I think the pruning that Jesus teaches here is all about getting rid 
of the things in our lives that cause us to be connected to God like we 
should be to produce fruit and experience fullness of life. What things 
are holding you back from being with God? What things are holding 
us back from obeying God? 
 
Maybe our time and priorities need pruning… We’re never going to 
have time to be with Jesus if we don’t make the time.  
 
Maybe our desires need pruning…  maybe our behavior needs 
pruning…  
 
I want to invite you today… to look at your life… what does the fruit in 
your life tell you about your connection to Jesus? Are you producing 
fruit of the Holy Spirit like love, joy, peace, and patience… or are you 
producing fruit that’s not of God… self-interest, anger, jealousy, envy. 
Because the fruit you’re bearing in your life will show you how 
connected you are to the source of life.  
 
And then ask yourself, what’s one step you want to take today to be 
with Jesus, obey Jesus, or allow yourself to be pruned by him? 
 
Some of you know exactly what you need to do. As we’ve been 
looking at the Scriptures, the way you need to connect with Jesus by 
being with him or obeying him is crystal clear… and I want to 
encourage you – don’t just be hearers of the Lord and so deceive 
yourselves… be doers. Do what Jesus says to do. And watch the fruit 
grow. And watch as you begin to experience more of the fullness of 
life that’s found in him and him alone.  
 
Full and abundant life doesn’t mean life will be easier… like I said at 
the beginning, following Jesus is difficult. But bearing fruit in our lives 

shows that God lives in us. And we will live our lives with more 
purpose and we will experience all that God has for us. 
 
And we can trust that what he has for us is good. Because he’s the 
good shepherd. He leads us beside still waters. He restores our souls. 
He loves us. Every good and perfect thing is from God… and so when 
we follow him, it might cost us something… but in light of his 
goodness and grace… we’ve got nothing to lose.  
 
Amen? 
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Next Steps 
Making Waves – Reconnecting to Jesus 

 
Read John 15:5-15. 
 
Christians Should Bear Fruit 
 

• What’s one idea from the message or the 
passage that really stood out to you? Why did 
this idea grab your attention? 

• As you reflect on your life today compared to 10 
years ago, what are some ways you’ve seen the 
fruit of God’s spirit growing in your life? 

• What fruit (thoughts, attitudes, behaviors) do you 
think God wants to grow in you in this season of 
your life? 

 
Connect to Jesus to Bear Fruit 
 

• How have you best heard from Jesus and talked 
to him in the past? 

• What practices help you best hear from him and 
talk to him today?  

• Do you need to grow in your connection with 
him? If so, what will you do to increase your 
connection? 

 
When Necessary, Prune the Branches 
 

• What kinds of things might prevent people from 
connecting to Jesus or bearing fruit?  

• Is there anything in your life that needs to be 
pruned? If so, what can you do about it? 

 
Consider taking the Spiritual Health Assessment at 
bellefontefaith.com/3r to better understand where God 
might want you to grow. 


