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In the year 1873, D.L. Moody, a young preacher, was in Dublin, Ireland getting ready to preach 

when an older preacher, Henry Varland said to him, ‘Moody, the world has yet to see 
what God will do with a man fully consecrated (surrendered) to him?’ 

Moody later said to him, “those were the words sent to my soul, through you, from the Living 
God. As I crossed the wide Atlantic, the boards of the deck of the vessel were engraved 
with them, and when I reached Chicago, the very paving stones seemed marked with 
‘Moody, the world has yet to see what God will do with a man fully consecrated to  
him.’”1  

Moody went on to preach to 100 million people, witnessing of Jesus wherever he went 
Friends, if we are to be filled with the Holy Spirit, we must be consecrated, surrendered to Him 
As we look at Acts 2, instead of dissecting every verse of Peter’s sermon, we’re going to answer 

this question: PP How does being filled with the Spirit impact our witness of Jesus? 
 

PP 1-You will have an increased confidence and appreciation of God’s Word  
 
Christian, if you are not growing in your love for God’s Word, then you are not being filled with  

the Holy Spirit, for this is one of the results of His filling 
All these churches that have story time coming from their pulpits, that tickle the ears with mere 

emotionalism and wittiness, are not churches that are Spirit-filled 
All these believers who have little to no regard for the Word of God during the week, if they are 

even believers, are not being filled with the Holy Spirit 
That might be you, and if it is, it is time for a reality check...for the Spirit of God produces a love 

for the Word of God in the people of God creating a powerful witness of Jesus 
An increasing confidence in, and appreciation for the scriptures are supernatural evidences of the  

Spirit’s filling in your life  
 
The baptism of the Holy Spirit on these 120 believers had attracted quite a multitude, and many 

of the curious were convinced that these people speaking in languages, were drunk 
Peter stands up in front of the multitude and says first of all, it is 9 am, we are not drunk! 
But second, he tells them that God foretold this day in their Hebrew scriptures 
“And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and  

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams”  Acts 2:17  

There are 15 sermons in Acts, and 7 or 8 of them are preached by Peter, a former fisherman 
In this sermon, he expounds on 7 texts from the what we call the Old Testament 
Yet, he’s an ordinary man given extraordinary power producing deep conviction for the Bible 
That same conviction and confidence is being given to every believer being filled with the Spirit 
 
When I was young, I learned of the word osmosis, and thought, if I just put the bible under my 

pillow, maybe I will be able to just absorb it and assimilate it into mind 
I did that, and while I can confidently tell you that while osmosis didn’t happen, the Holy Spirit 

was doing something in me 

1 https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-25/world-has-yet-to-see.html 



A consuming desire to know God’s Word and be with Him in prayer came into me, staying with 
me for two years, during which I devoured the Word of God 

It began in my bedroom at 10 pm as a pre-teen, where I was trying to find the story of Samson 
Frustrated because I couldn’t find it, I went to the kitchen to get a glass of juice, and when I 

came back to my bedroom, my bible had fallen to the floor 
I laid back down in my bed, reached down for my bible and immediately saw that it had fallen 

open to the story of Samson 
A hot, almost electric shock, traveled through my body, and in that moment, God impressed 

on me His favor and His power to be confident in His Word 
For 2 years I woke up early, and stayed up late reading the bible and on my knees in prayer 
The Spirit of God gripped my heart and would not let me go 
I was filled with the highest regard for God’s Word, not even laying anything on top of my bible 
The Spirit of God will fill you and increase your confidence in God’s Word, and that Word will 

spill out of your mouth as you testify of your faith to those who need the gospel 
 
PP 2-You will have an increased understanding of and focus on Jesus Christ 
 
You hardly need to examine this sermon to see that Peter focuses most centrally on Jesus Christ 
We would think, wouldn’t we, that with the Holy Spirit coming as the sound of a mighty, rushing 

wind, and appearing as of tongues of flame and giving them supernatural power to speak 
foreign languages they had not studied, that his sermon would be all about the Spirit 

If you go to a pentecostal or charismatic service, or read a book by a ‘spirit-filled’ author, the 
Spirit tends to be the chief and central Person of the Tri-une God  

They pray to the Spirit, cry out to the Spirit, plead for the Spirit’s filling, talk about the Spirit’s 
power for the miraculous, and if anyone in the bible would example this, surely it would
have been Peter, in this sermon, on the great Day of Pentecost 

But he didn’t do this 
He began his sermon answering their question in 2:12, “What does this mean?” 
He told them that the prophecy in Joel was being fulfilled in their midst, that God would pour out  

His Spirit on humanity, but by 2:22, he almost entirely focused on Jesus Christ 
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with  

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you\ 
yourselves know”  Acts 2:22  

You see, when the Spirit continually fills you, you will have a greater clarity to see, understand 
and desire to exalt the person and ministry of Jesus 

The Holy Spirit wants us to have a greater vision of Jesus, and His filling will increase that 
 
You will read the Old Testament, and it will suddenly be clear to you, that this passage is talking 

about Jesus, this verse is a sign pointing to the coming Jesus Christ 
And you will understand this if you have experienced it, there will be a warming deep inside 

you, a burning that you must share this with someone, and that is the work of the Spirit 
The Spirit of God does many things, but His chief aim is explained by Jesus: PP “When the  

Spirit of truth comes...He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it 
to you.”  John 16:13-14 

 
PP 3-You will have an increased boldness that replaces fear for yourself and others 



 
During those 2 years that the Spirit was filling me with a love for His Word, I went on a class 
trip  

to Gettysburg, and I hit a critical moment...Would I read the bible in front of my friends? 
I anxiously put my bible in the bottom of my suitcase, and tucked it under my shirt, went into the 

hotel bathroom, closed the door and sat in the bathtub to read with my roommates outside 
But I forgot to lock the door and when I was in there awhile, my best friend Artie barged in and 

saw me clothed, sitting in the tub, reading a bible, and told everyone! 
The Holy Spirit was leading me into an opportunity for my fearful heart to have boldness! 
 
Remember, just 53 days prior to Peter’s sermon, Jesus was crucified, and early on that terrible 

day, a servant girl confronted Peter publicly, pointing out he was a disciple of Jesus 
Peter vehemently denied it 3 times, finally running away in fear into the night 
But on this day, this deserter is preaching to many of the same people who crucified Jesus, filled 

with the boldness that the Spirit gave him: “this Jesus, delivered up according to the  
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of  
lawless men.” Acts 2:23  

 
For most of us, sharing our faith with others is one of the most fearful things we can do 
We put it off, feel terrible for missed opportunities, resolve to do better next time, and sputter 
The truth is, one of the evidences of the filling of the Spirit is a supernatural boldness, that 

afterward you wonder, where did that come from, that wasn’t like me at all 
PP “And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God 
with boldness.”  Acts 4:31 

PP “When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to 
say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour.  For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”  Matthew 10:19-20 

This boldness is not some spiritual gift of debate, or arguing with people 
It is a lessening of self-concern, and self-reputation, and fear of rejection, and a growing 

confidence that you hold the words of life and the authority to tell others about it 
 
PP 4-You will have an increased ability to present the gospel in an effective manner 
 
Last week I said that the Day of Pentecost had become for the Jewish people a celebration of the 

giving of the Law of God through Moses? 
Moses had come down from Mt Sanai with the Law, and found the people dancing around a  

golden calf in idolatrous worship  
The bible tells us, PP “that day about three thousand men of the people fell.” Exodus 32:28  
But at the conclusion of Peter’s sermon, we are told, “those who received his word were  

baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.” Acts 2:41  
I’ve sat under a lot of really powerful preaching, but I’ve never seen 3,000 people saved 
Yet don’t miss what the verse before says: “And with many other words he bore witness and  

continued to exhort them” Acts 2:40  
In his preaching, he was a witness of Jesus Christ, and that is what each of us are called to be 
 



Christian, surrender and yield your life to the Spirit and be filled with Him 
PP You will be amazed by the love for God’s Word that increases in you, by the increased focus 

you have to make much of Jesus, by the boldness that fills your heart, and by the 
effectiveness of your witness  

As I close in prayer, I would tell you that you have yet to see what God will do with you if you 
are fully yielded to Him 

Pray 
 


