
OFFENSIVE JESUS- "Offensive Forgivness"
John 7:53-8:11
[The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53–8:11.]
[53] [[They went each to his own house, [1] but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. [2] Early in 
the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and 
taught them. [3] The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in 
adultery, and placing her in the midst [4] they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught 
in the act of adultery. [5] Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what 
do you say?” [6] This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against 
him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. [7] And as they continued to ask 
him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a 
stone at her.” [8] And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. [9] But when they heard 
it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the 
woman standing before him. [10] Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” [11] She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you; go, and from now on sin no more.”]] (ESV)

Three Approaches to Forgiveness:
Approach #1- The Pharisees (Seeking Justice without Mercy)
Find sin in someone's Life -->
Remove dignity from the sinner-->
OfferJudgment -->
Call for Punishment
Approach #2- The 'Friends of Sinners' (Seeking Mercy without Justice)
Find Sin in someone's Life -->
Downplay the seriousness and damage of Sin-->
Offer 'Cheap Grace' -->
Enable and allow a person to stay in their destructive behavior.
Approach #3- Jesus (Where Mercy and Justice Collide & True Forgiveness is Found)
Find Sin in someone's life -->
Restore Dignity to the sinner without downplaying the seriousness of sin-->
Offer real, costly grace -->
Call a person to Repent, Believe & Find Life

Next Steps:
1. We need to learn to be forgiven. Where is their guilt in your life? Take it to the cross, let 

Jesus pay for it and show you mercy.
2. We need to learn to forgive. Where is their anger in your life? Take it to the cross, let 

Jesus pay for other's sins in the same way that he has paid for yours so that you can show 
mercy to others.


