Good News – The Book of Luke  – My Backyard #1

Community is our step in 2024 to help fulfill the Vision of TWBC. Community is how we will lead people to an encounter with God, resulting in life change. Accountability + Transparency = Community

Accountability - means you can count on me. It is caring for those you are in Community with. 
Transparency – being real about where you are so we can help you get in alignment with who you are.
Community – Is caring and being cared for where you are so we can help you get to where you need to be.

As we focus on the Gospel of Luke for the month of July there is a key verse in this Gospel that sets the direction of Luke’s writing. 
Luke 19:10: "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."
The title of this message is My Backyard! Meaning who is in our own backyard that we can personally impact with the Gospel. 

Ask yourself these questions: 
What role does the Gospel play in my everyday life?
Why is it easier to gossip about someone than share the Gospel with someone? 
Why is it easier to go to church than to be the Church? 

What is the Gospel: (From our Statement of Faith) 
The Gospel (Good News), Jesus Christ is the Gospel. The good news is revealed in His birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension. Christ's crucifixion is the heart of the Gospel, His resurrection is the power of the Gospel, and His ascension is the glory of the Gospel. Christ's death is a substitutionary and propitiatory sacrifice to God for our sins. It satisfies the demands of God's holy justice and appeases His holy wrath. It also demonstrates His never-ending love and reveals His amazing grace. We always remember the cross, and because of the cross, we can live in the glory of the Father. Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and man. There is no other name by which men are able to be saved. 

The word 'Gospel' literally means 'Good News,' and it is mentioned 90+ times in the Bible. 
Here is the greatest thing about the Gospel. 
I may have done it, but I am not defined by it. 
I may have been a victim of it, but I'm no longer labeled by it. 
I may have gone through it, but I am not identified by it. I am a product of the promise of the Gospel. 

The Gospel is the great exchange from "What I could never be." to "Becoming everything God wants me to be." 

What the Old Testament foreshadowed, the New Testament fulfilled.

The New Testament is the fulfillment of Christ. 
· Matthew - King and Kingdom - Jews, 
· Mark-Servant - Romans, 
· Luke-Humanity - Greeks/Gentiles, 
· John - Deity - Written to the world
· The Epistles are the interpretation and application of the Good News of Christ. 

Scripture Reference: Luke 15:4,8,32	
Luke 19:10: "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."

Luke 15:4: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?
Luke 15:8: “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 
Luke 15:32: “It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”

US Stats: (BARNA 2020 released)
25% Active Church Goers (1 Church Encounter a Month)
43% Completely Unchurched
32% Non-Christian 

68% Self-Identify as Christians, but 25% are practicing (this includes Protestants and Catholics), meaning they attend a religious service once a month. 

80% of Churches are in decline
17% are increasing, but only through the transfer of members.
3% are growing by actually winning a lost person to Christ. 

TWBC stats:
30 church encounters a year for someone who is a consistent church member. 
2.1-2.4 times per month (this is high comparatively)
48% of Sulphur Springs claim no church home (haven’t been to church in 6 months or longer) or no affiliation to God. 

This model is failing because we’ve built a “Come To Me” model when Jesus gave us a “Go To Them” commission. 

Let's look at 3 passages of scripture viewing people through Jesus's eyes. 
The Wrecked – Luke 15:4: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?

The lost person who doesn’t know Christ. I love this because Jesus is going after the 1%.
Rescuing the "Wrecked" is easy when a person's crisis is apparent. 
What about the "Non-Crisis Wrecked?" Those who need to be rescued but whose lives are okay just the way they are. 

The Recovered – Luke 15:8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?”
These are actually people who need to be Recovered. People with no place. He cares about the 10%.
People who are in the “House” but are misplaced, overlooked, and feel like no one notices them.
You are in the house but not a part of the house, but you are a “Living Stone.” Living Stones don’t leave. 

The Religious & Rebellious – Luke 15:32: “It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”

The de-churched – Jesus does not 50%! He wants a full house. 
Those who are saved but have left the “House” because of either religion or rebellion. 

The Wrecked, The Recovered, and the R&R have one thing in common, they are held by the same captor. 

If you are just looking to survive in this life, you will fall in love with the captivity holding you back.

Presenting the Gospel in 4 Easy Steps 
No. 1: God's love 
The Gospel reveals God's great love for us: "In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him" (1 John 4:9, ESV). 

No. 2: Our problem 
Through the Gospel, we also grow in awareness of our own failure and need. Each of us has turned from God and gone astray many times and in many ways. This is what the Bible calls sin. The result is that we are spiritually dead or separated from God and the life He gives. "For the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23, ESV). 

No. 3: Christ is the solution 
This is the heart of the Gospel's essence, which meets our needs. As the Savior and Lord, Jesus died in our place, paying the penalty for our sins. But He did not just die. He rose from the dead and is alive today, reigning as the Lord of all. "God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8, ESV). 

No. 4: Our response 
As we understand who Jesus is and what He has done for us, we realize there is nothing we can do to earn or merit salvation from our sin and its consequences. Jesus Christ has done it all. So now we can receive Him into our lives through faith (John 1:12). Paul describes this as the gift of God's grace: "By grace, you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8–9, ESV). 

Who are you looking for? At this Altar call, would you spend time praying for 1 person who is unchurched or lost? 


· Identify – Who are we even looking for? 
· Personal Interest - Personal Investment vs. Personal Invite 
· Relationship – Not a Number
· Curiosity – What sets you apart from them even though you are in the same circle? 
· Invite them to Connect to Something More – Weekend Experience 
· Encounter Jesus - Parking Lot to Parking Lot – Sundays are for the extraction process. 
· Provide the opportunity for them to “Begin Being More.” – Next Steps, Small Groups, Discipleship Pathway.
· Go – Reach Out, with the intent to restore. 


