
The Man After God’s Own Heart  
 
Why David?
I Samuel 15, 16
 
In David, God saw a man of faith who would honor Him through his 
obedience.
 
You Can Only Disobey God For So Long.
  
17 Samuel said, “Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you 
were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the Lord anointed you king 
over Israel, 18 and the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they 
are exterminated.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord, but 
rushed upon the spoil and did what was evil in the sight of the Lord?”
 
25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me, that I may 
worship the Lord.” 26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you; 
for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you 
from being king over Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized the 
edge of his robe, and it tore. 28 So Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn 
the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to your neighbor, who 
is better than you. 
 
God is patient and gives us time to repent.
 
But sooner or later a just God sets things right.
 
You can appear to love and serve God but really only love and serve 
yourself.
 
Saul’s disobedience was evidence of his lack of commitment, or faith, 
in God.
 
We Need To Understand What Matters To God
 
 6 When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the Lord’s anointed is before Him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have 



rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
 
God looks at people differently than us.
 
12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes 
and a handsome appearance. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this 
is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
 
1 Samuel 13.14  “But now your kingdom shall not endure. The Lord has 
sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has 
appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what 
the Lord commanded you.”
 
When you seek to honor God, obedience is natural.
 
Faith does not cancel out obedience.


