GOD’S REDEEMING HAND

Devotion Info
- Three Funerals and A Famine Part 2 -

DAY 1: Read Ruth 1:1-6

[1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons
with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they
settled there.

[3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. [4] The two sons married Moabite
women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years
later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

[6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.
Ruth 1:1-6 NLT

What does the sons' intermarriage with Moabite women signify about God's invisible boundaries
and upcoming grace outside ethnic Israel?
Does this speak to any seasons in your life?

DAY 2: Read Ruth 1:1-6

[1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons
with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they
settled there.

[3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. [4] The two sons married Moabite
women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years
later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

[6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.
Ruth 1:1-6 NLT

In what ways do Orpah and Ruth’s ties to Naomi reflect human loyalty mirroring divine
faithfulness?
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DAY 3: Read Ruth 1:1-6

[1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons
with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they
settled there.

[3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. [4] The two sons married Moabite
women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years
later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

[6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.
Ruth 1:1-6 NLT

e How do we reconcile the compounding tragedies—losing a husband and both sons—with the
character of a just God?

DAY 4: Read Ruth 1:1-6

[1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons
with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they
settled there.

[3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. [4] The two sons married Moabite
women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years
later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

[6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.
Ruth 1:1-6 NLT

e How does Naomi’s transition from a state of total destitution preview the theology of redemption
found later in the book?

(Cont’d next page)



DAY 5: Read Ruth 1:1-6

[1] In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons
with him. [2] The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and
Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they
settled there.

[3] Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons. [4] The two sons married Moabite
women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named Ruth. But about ten years
later, [5] both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.

[6] Then Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had blessed his people in Judah by giving them good
crops again. So Naomi and her daughters-in-law got ready to leave Moab to return to her homeland.
Ruth 1:1-6 NLT

e What specific blessing did Naomi hear the Lord had provided to the people of Judah?
e Describe a moment where someone else was blessed, and you recognized your need to come back
before the Lord.

Application:
e Why does God remain seemingly silent and inactive while a faithful family suffers continuous
bereavement in a foreign land?

If you would like a daily reminder of these devotionals for each week's sermon, text "DEVO" to
512-877-5131 and you'll receive a text message after 8am Monday-Friday with a link to that day's
devotional.



