
 

Section One – Blessed – The Blessing We Extend – Mark 6:30-44 
 

 

I. The Nature of the Problem 

 

 A.  Fill in the Blank 

 

   1.  The disciples told Jesus the people had nothing to ___ eat _______. (v 36) 

 

   2.  Jesus told the disciples they were to ____ feed ____________ the people. (v 37) 

 

   3.  The disciples did not have ___ enough ________ to meet the people’s needs. (v 37) 

 

   4.  Jesus asked them what did they ____ have __________. (v 38) 

 

 

 B.  T or F   Blessing is God’s benevolence intersecting Man’s needs.  False 

 

 C.  T or F   Blessing is God’s multiplying abundance intersecting with Man’s trusting  

                      generosity.  True 

  

       

 D.  Read Numbers 27:16-17.  What is the connection between Jesus and Joshua? 

Moses prayed for God to provide a shepherd for the people. Joshua was the immediate 

answer to that prayer, but Jesus was the ultimate answer to the prayer. The Greek form of 

Joshua is Jesus. 

 

 

 E.  Why did Jesus have compassion for the people? 

He is God.  God desires that we repent of our sinfulness, acknowledge our dependence on 

Him and let Him provide for us and guide us by faith. Jesus saw the crowd as sheep in need of 

a shepherd. Yes, Jesus saw that the crowd was physically hungry, but their greatest need was 

for a savior. Jesus offered himself to tend to the most fundamental need of every living being, 

to be saved from their sin through a relationship with a sovereign God. Is this not good news 

that must be shared? A sovereign creator who submits to the conditions of his creation? The 

immediate miracle in the story is the multiplying of fishes and loaves. The greater story is how 

He gave Himself, “he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross… so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” Phil 2 

 

 

 



II. God’s Solution 

 

 A.  When we see a problem, Jesus asks us what do we _____ have _________? 

 

 B.  Even though what we have is woefully ___ inadequate ___, we need to __ let go ___ of 

what we have by ___ faith ____. 

 

 C.  Jesus ____ receives ____ our offering, ___ blesses ___ it, then ___ multiplies ___ it. 

 

 D.  Read 1 Kings 17:10-14.  How does this passage illustrate how God blesses. 

The widow only had enough for one last meal. Elijah asks her to give him all that she had first. 

She did. God multiplied what she had until the drought ended. When we give what we have, 

God uses it to meet our needs. 

 

 E.  Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11. What does this passage say about how God blesses. 

If we give to God with generosity, God will supply all our needs in abundance. He provides 

grace so that we may overflow in good works. 

 

 F.  Read Matthew 26:26. What does this verse say about how God blesses. 

Jesus gave Himself in order that we could be reconciled to God the Father, and have our sins 

forgiven. 

 

 

 

III. Community Thinking 

 

 A. For Small Groups:  What do you have to give? 

Group specific answers 

 

 B.  For Individuals:  What do you got? 

 Individual/personal answers 

 

 

Section Two – Going Deeper 

 

Apologetics: Handling apparent contradictions 

 
According to Luke 9:10, the event of the feeding of the five thousand took place in Bethsaida. 

However, according to Mark 6:45, following the feeding of the five thousand miracle, Mark tells 

us, “Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.” This presents an apparent contradiction. If Jesus 

and the disciples were already in Bethsaida, why does he tell his disciples to get into the boat 

and go to the other side of the lake, to Bethsaida? Is Mark confused about the location of the 

feeding of the five thousand? 



 

Peruse the internet for long and you will come across long list of so called “biblical 

contradictions”. Among them is usually the feeding of the five thousand.  

Before we go too far though, it’s good to understand what is meant by a contradiction. The 

Cambridge dictionary defines it this way: the fact of something being the complete opposite of 

something else or very different from something else, so that one of them must be wrong.  

That means that there can be no other explanation for the difference. But is that what we have 

here?  

If you have read any of the books by cold case detective J.Warner Wallace, especially “Cold 

Case Christianity”, you would know that in his experience when interviewing witnesses to a 

crime he often got conflicting accounts. At least until he investigated further and discovered 

that the differences could be explained. Bottom line: Differences are not automatically 

contradictions. All you need is a plausible alternative.  

As it turns out, there are a number of plausible alternatives to this apparent contradiction. Here 

are a just a couple.  

Jonathan McLatchie – PhD - https://crossexamined.org/the-historicity-of-the-feeding-of-

the-five-thousand-an-appraisal-of-the-evidence/ 

Another possibility is that, in going over to the other side (to the Capernaum side) 

they were going to pass Bethsaida — that is, that the actual location of the 

feeding was slightly to the east of Bethsaida itself (recall that the event actually 

took place at a desolate area, in proximity to Bethsaida — Mt 14:13; Mk 6:32; Lk 

9:12). Indeed, the stated location of Bethsaida, I would argue, is being used in a 

regional sense (in the same way that I might say I live in Boston even though 

technically I live in a suburb of Boston). Hence, when they left in Mark to go to 

the other side, they could have been going “toward” Bethsaida, which would be a 

legitimate understanding of the preposition πρὸς.  

Lydia McGrew , PhD -  https://lydiaswebpage.blogspot.com/2016/08/but-wait-theres-

more-refuting-claim-of.html 

From Mark 6:45 taken in isolation, one would naturally conclude that the feeding 

of the five thousand took place on, in some sense, the opposite side of the Sea 

of Galilee from Bethsaida--hence, on the west or northwest side. After all, Jesus 

is telling them to go away from the location of the feeding to the other side, and 

the narrator is calling this direction away from the feeding "to Bethsaida." Right? 

This is not to say there aren’t challenges to some things we find in Scripture. But we should 

keep in mind that none of this is new, many before us have already met these challenges, and 

there are always alternatives if we investigate thoroughly. And if we do find one that’s 

challenging, shouldn’t we give the benefit of the doubt to that which has been shown to be 

reliable and trustworthy? 

 
 



Section Two – Going Deeper in Doctrine 

 
Describe how God ordains both the “ends” and the “means” of accomplishing His Church? i.e., 

the Elect and their function. 

 
Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter XXV – Part III.  

Unto this catholic (universal) visible Church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and 

ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of 

the world: and doth by his own presence and Spirit, according to his promise, make them 

effectual there unto. (Is 59:21; Mt 28:19-20; 1Cor 12:28; Ep 4:11-13) 

 
Utilizing the function of being “Blessed of God” we find that God is always previous (goes 
before us) to any good function or result in our lives. Was I smarter than another when I 
believed the Gospel? Am I more effective than another when I share the Gospel? The answer 
is a resounding “No.” How does Paul’s letter to the Philippians express this message to us? 
 
“…being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;” Phil 1:6 
 
I was unable to raise myself from the death that my sin bought for me. A dead man cannot 
reach out to grab hold of life. First, one must be raised (born again) and only then is enabled to 
believe. In the same manner, it is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that one perseveres to 
the end. Paul goes on to emphasize who gets the credit: 
 
“…being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God.” Phil 1:11 
 
In salvation and in every righteous function of the Church, no person may take credit for their 
actions. If they do, they are stealing the credit, really glory, from God. He supplies all our 
riches. He gets all the glory. 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
Let not the mighty man glory in his might, 
Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 
 But let him who glories glory in this, 
That he understands and knows Me, 
That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. 
For in these I delight,” says the LORD. – Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 


