
 

       
			PP Finding Christmas in Unexpected Places
Part 2-2 Kings 2:19-22 (Pew Bible page 308)					12/2-3/2023

Please open your bibles to 2 Kings 2 and as you do let me remind you of a biblical principle
PP The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and the New Testament is the Old 
Testament revealed
So often people and events of the Old Testament, especially the obscure ones, point to the
gospel, the good new of the Person and work of Jesus Christ
We often read these events and they can seem odd, but when you understand the gospel, their 
meaning and significance opens up before you
Pastor Kyle kicked off this series last week in Genesis 3:15 and for the next 4 weeks, we will 
slow down and focus in on 4 miracles of the prophet Elisha we find in 2 Kings
Each miracle will point forward to the glory of the Person and Work of Jesus, Whose birth we
are celebrating in this Christmas season
PP 2 Kings 2:19-22
We might wonder what on earth this has to do with Jesus, but as we learn to shine the light of the 
New Testament on it, we will see its significance

PP 1-The Problem
You may be surprised to learn that back in those ancient days, there were seminaries that trained 
people to be prophets of God
The well known Prophet-Priest Samuel was the President of a seminary in his day
Later, God told his struggling prophet Elijah that there were 7,000 faithful prophets and Elijah 
became their teacher, but then Elijah was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire
He had given his mantle, the symbol of authority to his top student Elisha and now in our 
passage, Elisha is the president of this seminary 
These prophets were tasked primarily to teach God’s Word and guard against false religion, and 
ever-present problem 
Verse 15 tells us where one of the seminaries, a school for the prophets of God is located
PP “Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw [Elisha]” 2 Kings 2:15 
Jericho is a very unexpected place to see a seminary training prophets of God
This city was the first to be conquered by Israel as they came into the land God gave them, and 
then Joshua, the leader of Israel, pronounced a curse on the city
PP “Cursed before the Lord be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. At the 
cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his youngest son shall 
he set up its gates” Joshua 6:26
Later, under wicked King Ahab, the city was rebuilt and the curse was fulfilled: PP “Hiel of 
Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set 
up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.”  1 Kings 16:34
Jericho is considered the oldest city in the world, located in the Jordan valley
The bible described this valley: PP “And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley 
was well watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD” Genesis 13:10 
Like the Garden of Eden was this valley and in it was a spring that produces nearly ¼ million 
gallons of water a day, irrigating the whole valley and emptying into the Jordan River 6 
miles away
Now we why, in our passage, the prophets came to Elisha saying, PP “Behold, the situation of 
this city is pleasant as my lord sees, but the water is bad, and the land is unfruitful.” 
2 Kings 2:19 
The area of Jericho was idyllic and beautiful, but the water was ‘bad’, meaning evil
The city was under God’s curse, and Elisha soon makes clear, it was causing death and 
miscarriage, meaning barrenness of either the soil, children or animals
Probably all of the above, rendering the land unfruitful, under the curse of God
The curse on Jericho brought back echoes of God’s curse on the ground in Genesis 3:17: 
PP “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain 
you shall eat of it all the days of your life” Genesis 3:17 

PP 2-The Remedy
There were many springs in the area, for it was an oasis in the wilderness, but as I mentioned 
earlier, the main spring produced ¼ million gallons of water a day 
After Elisha’s miracle, it was named ain es-Sultan, the Sultan’s Spring, the Fountain of Elisha
These prophets came to Elisha expecting in faith that he could do something about the problem
And he did: PP “He said, ‘Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.’ So they brought it to him. 
Then he went to the spring of water and threw salt in it and said, ‘Thus says the 
LORD, I have healed this water; from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from it.’ So the water has been healed to this day, according to the word that 
Elisha spoke.” 2 Kings 2:19-22 
I grew up in a home on a hill outside of town, and my dad brought in the well diggers to drill a 
pipe down into the water table below, and up came water, but unfortunately, sulfur water
That water smelled like rotten eggs, and when it got especially bad,my dad would go outside to 
the well cap with a gallon of bleach, pour it down into the well, and for a few weeks, it 
muted the smell 
Is this a form of what Elisha did, just temporarily improved the quality of the spring water?
Friends, this is what the world offers in its counsel, it its solutions to life’s problems
Temporary fixes, working from the outside in, never can get to the root, the spring, the heart 
of the problem
Elisha didn’t just heal the waters that flowed from the spring, he healed the spring itself
Only the gospel can get there and Elisha is about to show us not only how the gospel works, but 
why it is such a joy to slow down our lives, and reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ

PP 3-The gospel
Elisha performed a miracle, and like all miracles, it will show us the gospel’s story
Before we see it though, we would want to reminded of what the gospel actually is
PP Chart We can see it in this chart: Creation…Fall…Redemption…Restoration
Do you know what Elisha’s name means in the Hebrew language?
PP ‘Elisha’-My God saves
We are about to see the saving power of God as He redeems sinners through the birth, then death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ
Elisha said to the prophets, PP “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” 2 Kings 2:20
‘New bowl’ here is a jar or flask, and they ‘put salt in it’, likely sourced from the nearby Dead 
Sea, itself cursed by God in the destruction of the wicked cities Sodom and Gomorrah
But being ‘new’ indicated it was holy, never used before and set apart for God’s use here
Remember this as it is about to come into play in a moment
But why he threw salt from this new bowl is explained by the Word of God
PP “You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the 
covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings 
you shall offer salt.” Leviticus 2:13
Remember this when you add salt to your food, it was a symbol of God’s promise, His covenant
Salt’s properties do not break down, so it symbolizes the eternal nature of God’s promises
What is happening in this strange and obscure story is a renewing of God’s promises to reverse 
the curse of sin that has stricken the whole land 
Remember, the NT is concealed in the OT, and the OT is revealed in the NT
The people and events of the OT often serve as types pointing to something greater to come
The toxic water of Jericho is a metaphor for the ruinous sinful desires that flow from the springs 
of our hearts
PP “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” Proverbs 4:23 
Every person’s ‘heart spring’ pumps out our words, behaviors, choices, actions, plans
But Jeremiah tells us that PP “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick” 
Jeremiah 17:9a 
Jesus gives us a taste of the water that flows from these tainted hearts: PP “For out of the heart 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.” 
Matthew 15:19
What is the remedy the gospel offers, that is much deeper than even the one Elisha gave?

PP Chart 2 Look at the gospel story again in this chart and now focus on ‘Redemption’
God created everything perfectly, but the sin of Adam and Eve tainted it all, including the heart 
spring of every human being ever born
But, as we heard last week, God was not surprised by sin, His plan was not ruined
God created all there is in perfection, it was very good to Him and there was no disorder, no 
chaos or conflict or struggle, pain, discord or death
But then Adam and Eve fell into sin and with their sin came the damage that would permeate 
theirs and every person’s life, as well as all creation
From eternity He planned to redeem His entire creation, and He would do so through His Son
PP “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” Galatians 3:13 
He is the new bowl, the holy One; He is the salt of the covenant of God’s faithfulness; He heals 
the heart spring of every believing sinner so that they have living water of life
PP “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, 
let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, “Out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”’” John 7:37-38 
This is the true lesson of Elisha’s miracle in Jericho
PP “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5
We are in the Advent season, and over the next four weeks we are asking you to PP Pause,  
Read, Reflect, Worship 
If you do this, you may be surprised how often you find the Christmas story in unexpected places
Pray


