
 

       
	PP Love Like Jesus
Part 7-Philippians 2:3-11 (page 980 in pew Bible) The Mind of Humility 	7/15-16/2023

PP Pic Once upon a time, there were two best friends, Camel and Mouse. Mouse was quite prideful while Camel was very humble. Mouse benefited from Camel’s humble character, who would take him wherever he wanted to go. This surprised the other animals because Mouse was as small as Camel’s nose, yet Mouse would ask something of Camel and he would do it. Humble Camel served his little friend, always without complaining.  Mouse was quite happy and he began to think himself superior to Camel, though Camel was much bigger than him. Mouse thought to himself, “What a strong and smart mouse I am. I can take a camel wherever I want and he will do whatever I tell him.”  And so he did, but humble Camel began to notice the arrogance of Mouse and it made him sad and angry, so he thought to give his best friend, Mouse, a lesson. 

We will see the lesson Camel gives a little later, and it will be the same lesson that the Apostle 
What does it mean to humble toward each other, and how can we gain humility in our hearts?
PP 1-What does it mean to be humble?

Paul had just exhorted the Philippian church to PP “complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.” Philippians 2:2 
Now he tells them how to do that: PP “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Philippians  2:3-4
Unity is difficult to maintain in our families, and it is difficult in our church family as well
Yet we are to love each other like Jesus loves us, and being in full accord is part of that love
But we have a problem, and each of us has it and Martin Luther identified the universal problem 
He called it, PP Homo incurvatus in se which means man curved in on himself
The essence of sin is to curve in, turning in to yourself so that you are the center of your life
The force in our hearts that makes us curve in, is pride, the root of every sin
Pride, curving in on ourselves, damages unity in any relationship: family, friends, fellowship 
Pride elevates self over others, the ‘i’ in the middle of the word
It is what made Mouse feel superior to Camel, demanding that he do whatever he wanted
Whether you are a Christian or not, pride is lurking in your heart, and you will not see it directly
in yourself
I had a pastor friend who’d talk of his problem with pride like he talked of what foods he liked or
disliked, just a matter of fact
He couldn’t really see that pride clearly, or he would have been filled with godly sorrow
You are in a battle with pride, and I am in that same battle
The ancient Greek and Roman world considered humility as shameful, weak, what slaves had
To them, it wasn’t a virtue but rather a love for honor and reputation was, breeding conceit 
The gospel is so different and Paul tells us, ‘Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit’ 2:3 
Selfish ambition is the motive to bring yourself glory and honor, to put yourself in the spotlight
Ironically, conceit is really empty pride which means having nothing about which to boast
If you really possessed it, you would not need to boast to convince others it is there
Paul warns, Do not curve in on self, it will destroy the unity with the people in your life
Paul went on, PP ‘but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.’  2:3
PP ‘humility’ means lowliness of mind, or the desire to lie low to the ground
It is curving away from yourself to others in a way where others get noticed, where others get
glory, and honor and recognition
It is genuine joy when a coworker gets a promotion, when a fellow student receives a reward, 
when God blesses someone financially
Humble people curve outward, lie low to the ground and think about themselves very little
That doesn’t mean that humble people never think of themselves, for Paul told us, PP ‘Let each 
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.’ 2:4
Pride puts the focus on self, while humility places it on others
Observe what dominates the majority of your prayer life and you will see pride or humility
If you are irritable, then you are proud; If you are easily offended, you are proud; If you are 
hyper-critical, you are proud; If you forgive easily, you are humble; If you hate 
complaining, you are humble; If you praise more than critique, you are humble; If you focus on God and others more than yourself in your prayer life, you are humble
If you will not confront someone, tell them they have food on their chin, you are prideful
I’m embarrassed or fearful of how they might react indicates where your focus is: self!
If you need praise from others, you are proud; If criticism undoes you, you are proud; If you give 
significant weight to other’s opinions, you are humble; If you are kind, you are humble
Humble people are not mousy, feeble, uncertain, hesitant, timid, weak…they are strong people
with a focus in life that is outward-focused on others
In fact, mousy, uncertain people are filled with pride, preoccupied on how others see themselves, 
on their own fears of failure, looking at their inadequacies too much
But it is one thing to dissect what Paul tells us to be, and another to actually live it out

PP 2-How can we be humble?

Christian, PP God always provides us the want to so we can do what we ought to
He gives us new desires in our hearts that motivate us with power to obey Him, to love like Him
The battle against our pride is one that He will fight with us as we walk with Him
But there is a particular way that He will help us gain victory and not turn in on ourselves
To begin to see it, let me return to Mouse and Camel

PP Pic Camel taught prideful Mouse a lesson, taking him to a nearby river to cross. When little Mouse saw the river, he was terrified.  “My good friend, great Mouse!”, said Camel, “brave Mouse who guided me in the forests and mountains! You are my guide, you walk across the river first, then I will follow you”.  “But this water is too deep for me. I can’t swim in it.” said Mouse. So Camel stepped in the river to show the depth of water.  “Are you afraid of this shallow water that only comes to my knees?” asked Camel.  “Your knees are much taller than mine. You are very big, I am very small. The water that comes to your knees is a sea for me”, said Mouse.  ‘Yes it is Mouse, so why are you so arrogant my friend?  Why do you see yourself as superior to me, and to others? Do you not realize that I served you because you are my friend? It is not because of your greatness or power. Don’t be so prideful!” Mouse realized his mistake and apologized and he never again forgot the lesson of humility.
We are about to learn this same lesson, through a song of the highest praise which most consider 
verses 5-11 to be, one which the early church sang together to help each other be humble
PP “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus” 2:5
Jesus did not just rescue us from our sin’s judgment, and He didn’t just set for us an example of 
humility, He came to also transform the desires and inclinations of our hearts gradually
conforming our mindset to His mindset
This is why Paul could write, PP “we have the mind of Christ.”  1 Corinthians 2:16
We have it, but it is increasingly having us and as it does, display humility to each other
But how does the mind of Christ increasingly have us?
PP “Our perspective on humility can be radically changed if we will ponder and meditate on the 
greatest example of humility in history: Jesus Christ.” Jonathon Edwards
It’s another way of saying that as we are PP “Beholding [considering, pondering, thinking] the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another.”  2 Corinthians 3:18 
Let me show this principle of transformation to you one more time: PP “be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind”  Romans 12:2
Our minds are renewed as we ponder and meditate on the glory of Jesus, and He conforms us to 
His mindset bit by bit, so let’s do this even now in this glorious passage in Philippians 
PP i. The mindset of Jesus was one of selflessness

PP “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself”  2:5-7
This is more shocking than our minds can understand!
We are used to hearing that each of us has been made in the image of God, but here we learn that 
Jesus voluntarily was made, born into the image of man!
The divine squeezed into the flesh yet still fully divine, though now PP ‘made like His brothers 
in every respect’  Hebrews 2:17
Would you let go of a management position and go back to the line?
Would you let go of wealth and go back to week to week living?
Would you let go of popularity to become obscure?
Behold the selflessness of Jesus, the God Who accepted human limitations
It is Mouse looking at water that would drown him, but was only at Camel’s knees
He is conforming our minds to His, so we are willing to lie low to the ground, and curve outward

PP ii. The mindset of Jesus was one of servanthood

PP “by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.” 2:7 
One of the clearest evidences of humility or lack of it, is our willingness to serve others
Jesus said, PP “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His 
life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45
Must you have things your way, or do you insist that your way is the right way?
How deeply is your mindset one of seeing people as those who you delight to serve?
Do you love to serve your boss, or parents, or children, or neighbors?
If so, in what ways do you demonstrate that delight to serve?
Jesus, exhausted, sitting at the well in Samaria, yet willing to serve a woman who came along 
Jesus weeping at the death of His friend Lazarus, and raising him back to life
Jesus hungry from fasting 40 days in the wilderness and in all of these…continuing to serve!

PP iii. The mindset of Jesus was one of sacrifice

PP “And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.” 2:8
Here is the absolute center of humility..the willingness to obey God to the point of death
It is saying to God, whatever it takes, even the loss of my reputation
Whatever it takes, even the loss of my rights, my wealth, my friends
In our culture, the corporate ladder goes up, but in God’s kingdom, it goes down
If you want the mind of Christ, then seek to be a servant before you to be a leader
The way up, is down, down into humble, joyful, faithful service one one another

As a result of His selfless, serving, sacrificial attitude, PP “God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  2:9-11
The Father gave to Him the highest name, which is Jehovah, the greatest name of God

Christian, you have the mind of Christ, but if you do not exercise it, it will not have you
PP (Put these on one slide, and leave up) Dwell on one of theseper day this entire week:
a. The humble are increasingly weaned from themselves, losing their self-preoccupation, 
	thinking less of themselves and more of others
b. The humble are lost in the wonder of Christ wanting nothing more than to be transformed 	
to be like Him
c. The humble do not complain about their situation no matter how bad it may become
d. The humble more clearly see the strengths and virtues in others and celebrate them rather 	
than get jealous of them
e. The humble will spend increasing amounts of time in prayer
f. The humble take Christ on His terms readily submitting to His Word whatever it asks
g. The humble will constantly praise God and make much of His grace 
									Thomas Watson



