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Stewardship 2020 
Blessable 

 
The Principle of the Tithe 

 
Opening Passage 
 
Malachi 3:1-9 (NASB) 
“Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the 
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 2 “But 
who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is 
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, 
and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may 
present to the Lord offerings in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 5 
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers and against the adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and against 
those who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the orphan, and those 
who turn aside the alien and do not fear Me,” says the Lord of hosts. 6 “For I, the Lord, 
do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed. 7 “From the days of 
your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not kept them. Return to 
Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts. “But you say, ‘How shall we 
return?’ 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we 
robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
Me, the whole nation of you!  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father 
I pray that today’s message  
transition from a head knowledge into a heart revelation 
and through the power and the person of the Holy spirit 
renew our minds and transform our lives with Your word 
in Christ name we pray. 
Amen 
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Introduction 
 
What is the Tithe? 
 
Q: Is it just giving any amount of money? 
Q: Is it giving money to anyone or any benevolent organization?  
Q: Is it giving whatever you want, when you want where you want to give it?  
 
It is the first tenth of all your increase brought to or returned to God through 
your local church for work of the Lord.  
 
Story 
 
Years ago, I was looking at mine and Lori’s yearend giving statement and I would see 
small gifts under the tithe category (not offerings). Gifts like $5.00 or $3.00 etc. Now we 
tithe on our gross income plus because that’s what we feel convicted to do. So, I asked 
Lori, “What are all these little gifts to the church?” She said, “My tithe on gift cards”.  
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1. It’s scriptural.  
 
MAL.3:6 “For I, the Lord, do not change; 
 
The first tithe was before the Mosaic law was ever established. People the n didn’t have 
incremental income like we do. The had seasonal increase at best. But the first time we 
learn about actual tithing was after Abraham had rescued lot from being kidnapped in a 
battle between 9 Kings and Abraham took all the spoils of the conquest.  
 
This was his increase! 
 
Q: What is the first thing Abraham did? … 
 
Genesis 14:18-20 (NASB) 
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God 
Most High. 19 He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor 
of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your 
enemies into your hand.” He gave him a tenth of all. 
 
Later, the tithe was established as an ordinance (ordinary behavior) under Moses. Why?  
 
MAL.3:7 “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and 
have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord of hosts. 
 
Now, many will tell you, “That’s old covenant but we are new covenant.”  
 
Q: What if I told you Jesus said you ought to do something? Would you do it?  
 
Luke 11:42 (NASB) 
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden 
herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should 
have done without neglecting the others. 
 
Tithing is scriptural and is disturbing to me at the number of Christians (especially) 
preachers who are now teaching the false doctrine that tithing is not scriptural.  
 
The reason this is so upsetting to me is WHY God established the tithe and what exactly 
is at stake!  
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2. It is Food for Starving People. 
 
Malachi 3:10-15 (NASB) 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house,  
 
The tithe (then) literally provided life sustaining food for the Levites (priest) so they 
could make sure worship and sharing the word (there were no printed bibles) and the 
spiritual needs of the people were always provided.  
 
Q: What do you think that food is now? Hope, joy, peace… SALVATION!  
 
and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows 
of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 Then I will rebuke the 
devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in 
the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “All the nations will call you blessed, 
for you shall be a delightful land,” says the Lord of hosts.  
 
This is the only time or place in the bible that are promised two things and we can test 
God on it: an open heaven and a rebuked devourer! 
 
Open heaven 
 
May be all the bad things that never happened! Angels are protecting you!  
 
Story 
 
My granddaughter (Dakota) was born not breathing. The umbilical cord had wrapped 
around her neck and choked the life out of her. I found a secluded corner in the hospital 
and began crying out to God! Would you like to know what I said?  
 
“Lord, I’m a tither! You promised me and open heaven and a rebuked devourer and I’m 
claiming my promise right now!” Dakota is a wonderful, healthy 10-year-old! 
 
13 “Your words have been arrogant against Me,” says the Lord. “Yet you say, ‘What 
have we spoken against You?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and what profit 
is it that we have kept His charge, and that we have walked in mourning before the Lord 
of hosts? 15 So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wickedness 
built up but they also test God and escape.’”  
 
In other words, many of God’s children had gotten sarcastic and negative towards God 
ordinances and said, “What do I get our of it?” Lost people don’t tithe, and they get 
away with it so why should I?  
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3. It is Treasure in Heaven.  
 
Then we see a shift in scripture to the big picture, to what really matters… the 
eternal things…  
 
Malachi 3:10-16 (NASB) 
Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the 
Lord and who esteem His name. 17 “They will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on the 
day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own 
son who serves him.” 18 So you will again distinguish between the righteous and the 
wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. 
 
Q: What is it that really distinguishes between the righteous and the wicked, between 
one who serves God and one who does not serve Him. 
 
A: They fear the Lord and esteem His name. In other words, they do what He said to do!  
 
Here is what is at stake! True Treasure! Heavenly treasure!  
 
You can’t rob God of money! Money was designed to obtain temporary possession of 
what God eternally owns!  
 
What is treasure in heaven? 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NASB) 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  
 
In heaven, Gold is paving material, gems are building material and the make gates out 
of pearls!  
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Hebrews 7:1-10 (NKJV) 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham 
gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king 
of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 
God, remains a priest continually. 
 
4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a 
tenth of the spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the 
priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the 
law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 
but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and 
blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed 
by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it 
is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 
Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met 
him. 
 
Treasure is heaven is the people who come to Christ because you were faith were 
faithful in your giving.  
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NASB) 
for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
When you bring your earthly treasure (the tithe) into your local church, you are storing 
up souls, people, heavenly treasure and until you do that, your heart will never be fully 
in God’s Kingdom.  
 
But when you make up your mind to tithe, heaven will open God will rebuke the 
devourer and you will have treasure in heaven when you get there that you could never 
have imagined!  
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Every Head Bowed, Every Eye Closed 
 
What is the holy Spirit speaking to you today?  
 
Believers Prayer 
 
Lord, in a time of crisis, it takes more faith than ever to be faithful and obey your word. 
When society says, “Look out for yourself” your word teaches us to take care of one 
another. When the world says, “Every man for himself, you said to bring in the harvest 
and win more souls. We are nearer your than ever in history. Time is short, many are 
lost, and the laborers are few. Lord, increase our faith and we will stay faithful to your 
ways, even when there seems to be no way.  
 
Invitation for Salvation 
 
 
Salvation Prayer  
 
Lord, I’m giving my highest and best to you today. I’m believing the Gospel message 
from my heart. I believe you were born of a virgin, lived a sinless life and that you 
sacrificed your life on the cross for me. I believe you rose from the dead and I believe 
you will soon return, and I’ll spend my eternity with you in heaven. Because you gave 
your all, I’m giving my all. Here’s my life, here’s my heart. Amen  
 
Raise Hands if You Prayed that Prayer 
 
Begin by confessing… 
 
Stand, Call up Ministry Team, One more song. 
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Malachi 3 (NASB) 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and 
test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 Then I will rebuke the 
devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in 
the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “All the nations will call you blessed, 
for you shall be a delightful land,” says the Lord of hosts. 13 “Your words have been 
arrogant against Me,” says the Lord. “Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’ 
14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept His 
charge, and that we have walked in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 So now we 
call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wickedness built up but they also 
test God and escape.’” 16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and 
the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name. 17 “They will be Mine,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them 
as a man spares his own son who serves him.” 18 So you will again distinguish between 
the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve 
Him. 
 


