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A Time To S.O.W.
Sacrifice, Obey, Worship

Declaration: 
My eyes are on Jesus 
My heart is tuned to His Spirit 
My ears are listening to His voice 
My mind will believe what He says 
My voice will declare the truth of His word

Do We Understand the Times?
1 Chronicles 12:32 (NKJV) - of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of 
the times, to know what Israel ought to do…

Ecclesiastes 3:1–11 (NLT) - For everything there is a season, a time for every 

activity under heaven. 2A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a 

time to harvest. 3A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time to 

build up. 4A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance. 
5A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones. A time to embrace and a 

time to turn away. 6A time to search and a time to quit searching. A time to keep 

and a time to throw away. 7A time to tear and a time to mend. A time to be quiet 

and a time to speak. 8A time to love and a time to hate. A time for war and a time 

for peace. 9What do people really get for all their hard work? 10I have seen the 

burden God has placed on us all. 11Yet God has made everything beautiful for its 
own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot 
see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end.

Romans 13:11–12 (NIV) - And do this, understanding the present time: The hour 
has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. 
12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light.

God has called us to understand the times. How? By asking, what is Your will for 
me? How do I obey Your Word? Then listen!
We must S.O.W. before we can reap. I believe this is a practical and a spiritual 
principle.
We are all sowing something. If we take the time to examine the fruit we and 
others are producing we would quickly see if we are working His harvest or the 
worlds.



God is calling us to sacrifice
Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service.

Genesis 12:1 (NIV) - The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.

Luke 16:19 - Story of the Rich Man and Lazarus - we want to live in our comfort, 
instead of sacrifice. Have you told God no in an area of your life? Will you re-
release it back to Him?
(We can sometimes deafen our ability to hear Him in certain areas of our life)

Luke 14:25–33 (NIV) - Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to 

them he said: 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot 

be my disciple. 27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be 

my disciple. 28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit 
down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 
29For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it 

will ridicule you, 30saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit 
down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 

coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 
33In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot 
be my disciples.

God requires our obedience
John 14:15 (NIV) - “If you love me, keep my commands.

1 Samuel 15:22 (NIV) - But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.

Ephesians 6:1–4 (NIV) - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
2“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise

—3“so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 
4Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 



and instruction of the Lord.

2 Kings 5:1–14 (NIV) - Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of 
Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because 
through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he 

had leprosy. 2Now bands of raiders from Aram had gone out and had taken captive 

a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, 
“If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of 

his leprosy.” 4Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had 

said. 5“By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king 
of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand 

shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6The letter that he took to the king of 
Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you 

may cure him of his leprosy.” 7As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore 
his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this 
fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick 

a quarrel with me!” 8When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had 
torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have 

the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So 
Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s 

house. 10Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in 

the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” 11But 
Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me 
and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot 

and cure me of my leprosy. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So 

he turned and went off in a rage. 13Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My 
father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have 
done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” 
14So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of 
God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a 
young boy.

We often don’t obey, because we look at our own competence and qualifications. 
Even worse, we often compare ourselves to others.
“If I have your heart, I can manage your incompetence.”

2 Corinthians 3:4–6 (NIV) - Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 
5Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 



competence comes from God. 6He has made us competent as ministers of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.

God loves our worship 

Luke 17:11–19 (NIV) - 11Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the 

border between Samaria and Galilee. 12As he was going into a village, ten men 

who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13and called out in a loud 

voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 14When he saw them, he said, “Go, show 

yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 15One of them, 

when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16He threw 

himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 17Jesus asked, 

“Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18Has no one returned to 

give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Rise and go; 
your faith has made you well.”

Exodus 20:2–6 (NIV) - “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, 

out of the land of slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 4“You shall 
not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin 

of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but 
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

John 4:23–24 (NIV) - Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 

worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in 
the Spirit and in truth.”

Matthew 22:37–38 (NIV) - Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest 
commandment.


