Uncluttered – Are We Keeping This? #5

Community is our step in 2024 to help fulfill the Vision of TWBC. Community is how we will lead people to an encounter with God, resulting in life change. Accountability + Transparency = Community

Accountability - means you can count on me. It is caring for those you are in Community with. 
Transparency – being real about where you are so we can help you get in alignment with who you are.
Community – Is caring and being cared for where you are so we can help you get to where you need to be.

Have you ever needed to organize, clean, or clear out a closet, storage building, or attic, and there was so much stuff that you asked the question, "Are we keeping this?"
Many of us don't have much of a spiritual life because there is too much clutter in every other area of our lives.

In this series "Uncluttered," we want to identify those things that are interfering with us:
1. Hearing the Voice of God. 
2. Being able to respond with immediate obedience.

Matthew 6:32-33 
32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Matthew 16:13-23
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell[c] shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

The biggest battle we face when we are trying to unclutter our lives is answering the question, "Are we keeping this?

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
This key to the kingdom has more than one purpose.

Do you remember the day when you actually needed a key to unlock a car and then a second key to start the engine? Then we finally got the upgrade, and you had a single key that would unlock the car, and the same key would start the engine.

Jesus, with this principle, is giving you an upgrade. The issue we have is we have only been using this key to unlock something and not start something. 

When bind and loose something we commonly think that we are taking authority over something in the spirit realm and that is correct, but it is not complete. 

For example: I bind a spirit of fear and loose a spirit of freedom. 
When we do that, we get results, but they are usually short-lived. Why? Because we unlocked something, but the key has another purpose. That key can also start something, 
After I receive that spirit of freedom, I then need to apply binding and loosening to me. 

To get my freedom, I had to unlock something, but now I need to start something.
I bind myself to the Word, my Covenant. 
John 8:36: “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
I also have to lose myself, or let go of the fear and the thoughts that coincide with it.

My Covenant should act as a filter in every decision that I make.
· Eliminate Words - Are we rehearsing pains or promises? 
· Eliminate Decisions - Are we making decisions based on Selfish Desires or Spiritual Directives?  
· Eliminate Emotional Responses - Emotions go for good opportunities that oppose God's Opportunities.

Now here is the most ironic part of this message. Watch how quick you can go from clean to cluttered!

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Earthly Endeavors never result in Anointed Endings.

Many people mistake the purpose of a driver’s license.  A license does not give you permission to use; it gives you the authority to operate. 
It is the same with a Covenant. When you use your authority to operate, it moves you out of the clutter while simultaneously moving you into the power of the Kingdom.
				
What Word from God do you need to bind yourself to, and what thing in my heart do I need to let go of? 
What issues in your heart do you need to ask yourself, "Am I Keeping This?"

