
 

       
PP Schemes and Victories
Part 2-Ephesians 6:10-20; Daniel 10:13-Behind the Scenes 	10/21-22/2023

The church is under attack by 3 enemies and their tactics or schemes are the same ones that 
have been relentlessly carried out for all of human history
Let’s identify these spiritual enemies: PP “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in
	which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among
whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind”. Ephesians 2:1-3
Here’s another glimpse of them: PP “This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.”  James 3:15
There is a wisdom promised by our world, cultivated by unspiritual, fleshly ‘experts’, sourced by
the demonic forces of fallen angels
These 3-the world, flesh and demons-are found throughout the bible, lurking in the shadows
until their devilish schemes are moved out into the open
But our God sits on His sovereign throne bringing about His purpose and will by raising up His 
people to oppose evil with truth and love
This series is aiming to pull back the curtain and expose the schemes of the devil coming against 
us so that we can stand firm against them in the power of the gospel
*Stand with me as we read PP Ephesians 6:10-20 found on page 979 of the pew bible

PP 1-Our spiritual enemies recycle the same limited schemes

PP “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”  6:10-11
We see that there are ‘schemes of the devil’, plans and strategies that lie in patient waiting
He does not have unlimited strategies, but repeats them again and again
The ‘devil’, the chief enemy of the church, his very name means to slander and divide, he is the 
one who devises these schemes and lies in wait to spring the traps
He will wait years, decades even, to spring his traps
The names the bible gives the devil reveal many of his schemes
Jesus called him ‘Beelezebub’, a name that means the Lord of the flies, which was a pagan idol 
	that was supposed to protect from swarms of flies, but the Jews understood it as the god
 	of filth and impurity
He also has the name ‘Belial’, a false god that diverted people from worshiping Jehovah 
He is called the ‘evil one’, the Greek word for absolute corruption, as well as the ‘angel of the
 	bottomless pit’
Paul calls him the ‘tempter’ while Jesus referred to him as the ‘prince of this world’
He is the ‘father of lies’ and the ‘accuser of the brethren’
His names reveal his strategies and he works to PP ‘steal and kill and destroy’ John 10:10
Our spiritual foes know our weaknesses and vulnerabilities better than we know ourselves, it is 
what they do, how they work, their full-time job and they never take time off
They blind the eyes of unbelievers and darken their understanding, and they work to destroy
God’s people
They rage against us, because of their hatred for Jesus, for we are the bride, the church of Christ
Therefore we have been given the ‘whole armor of God’ as our protection, and it enables us 
to ‘stand against the schemes of the devil’
But the identity of the players behind false gods and false religions is something that too few 
Christians understand today, and that is where we begin as we pull back the curtain

PP 2-False gods and religions are demonic inventions 

PP “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 	Ephesians 6:12
I realize that some of us can read this and say, of course false religions are strategies of the devil
But I mean to say, and I believe scripture makes clear, that while false gods and their religions 
are Satan’s schemes, there are personal, specific demonic entities behind them 
PP “They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations they provoked him to 
anger. They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to 
new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded” 
Deuteronomy 32:16–17
Idols, false gods and false religions are demonic in origin, schemes of the devil
Moses said that there were ‘new gods that had come recently’ and what we will see is the 
recycling of old gods under new names who are still active today by different names
Again in PP Leviticus 17:7, “So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, 
after whom they whore.” 
Later rabbis began to picture the devil in the form of a goat, with cloven hoofs and furry legs
There are specific demons behind the false religions and false gods, promoting their worship

But return again to Ephesians 6:12, PP “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”  Ephesians 6:12
The devil has a battalion of fallen angels, demons, and they are ‘rulers, authorities, cosmic 
powers over this present darkness’
Are these each just synonyms or are there different rankings of demons?
Commentaries are divided on this but I have found James Montgomery Boice to be of great help
He explains that PP ‘rulers’ are demonic governors over certain territories; ‘authorities’ are the  
demonic manipulaters of cultural values; and ‘cosmic powers’ are demonic powers 
seeking to influence areas such as education, media and politics to name a few
There are likely demons who stand behind certain powerful, influential figures
I’ll show you this as we turn to another book of the bible for a moment: Daniel 10

PP 3-There is a spiritual battle going on behind the scenes

As you turn to Daniel 10 let me explain what was happening at the time of its writing
Israel’s southern kingdom had been defeated, Jerusalem her capital city destroyed and God’s 
people taken into bondage to Babylon
70 years later God’s people were allowed to return to their land but they found themselves 
surrounded by powerful enemies opposing the rebuilding of the city and temple of God 
Discouraged, the work halted and an 84 year old Daniel-of the Lion’s Den story-was in Babylon 
troubled, praying and fasting for his people in Jerusalem
After 3 weeks, an angel came to him, and he was overwhelmed with fright (Dan 10:8)
The angel said, PP “I have come because of your [prayers].  The prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia”  Daniel 10:12-13
The prince of the kingdom of Persia is not a human being, but a fallen angel, a demonic authority
The most powerful nation on earth at that time was Persia, and its demonic authority rose up to 
prevent Daniel from receiving the messenger angel, but Michael, the archangel helped
The angel told Daniel he had to return to the fight against the demon behind the kingdom of 
Persia, but he warned Daniel that soon would come ‘the prince of Greece’ 10:20
This will be another powerful demonic governor who will give power and success to the Greeks 
under the leadership of Alexander the Great who would conquer the world
There are ‘rulers, authorities, cosmic powers over this present darkness’
There are demons who are rulers of certain geographic regions who specialize in executing 
specific schemes of their commander, Satan
There are powerful demons influencing, empowering influential leaders of countries and 
organizations working out the schemes of their general, the devil
Lesser and greater demons working together with the world system and our flesh to oppose Jesus 
Christ and aiming to destroy the church
What did God do to overcome the demonic prince of Persia?
He raised up faithful leaders for His people and He turned the wrath of the Persian kings against 
the enemies opposing the work of rebuilding His people, leading us to our final point

PP 4-The victory has already been won

It is interesting how popular church teachings are that tell Christians to rise up and fight back
Reclaim what is ours, they say, redeem the culture, get the right people in power and we will get 
this nation back for God
Yet God tells us, PP “For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 
flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
It is important for Christians to be educators, school board members, senators and CEOs and be 
salt of the earth and the light of the world 
But look at Ephesians again: PP “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore…” 
Ephesians 6:13-14a
The armor of God is nearly entirely defensive, so we can stand firm against the devil’s schemes
We are given a belt that holds the armor together in unopposable truth; a breastplate to protect us
against the devil’s slander; shoes to help us stand secure against fear; a shield to protect
us against devilish attacks; a helmet to protect our mind from lies
Our one weapon is for offense and defense: PP ‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God’ Ephesians 6:17
We are to wrestle against these spiritual forces on our knees: PP ‘praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication’  Ephesians 6:18
I recently attended the Pocono Prayer Breakfast and person after person in influential social and 
	political positions stood up proclaiming the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ Church 
and calling the church to pray
We aren’t to go win the fight, the fight has already been won as Jesus defeated all 3 enemies,
overcoming all ‘rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers’
PP “[God] raised [Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.”  Eph 1:20-21
JD Greer said it well: PP “Christians fight from victory, not for victory”

Christian, we can stand firm in the hope and truth of the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ
We can be victorious on the spiritual wrestling mat, armored up, governed by love and bold in 
declaring the truth of the gospel
We will find that our Lord’s promise is as true today as it ever was: PP “I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18 
Over the next 4 weeks, we will look deeply at 4 of the devil’s schemes discovering there is
nothing new under the sun, but finding the courage to stand firm in victory
Pray



