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Introduction: [ill] Memorial Day not the Farm. Romanticized a bit… Distance lends 

enchantment to the view. I may have “watercolored it” just a little. You may not have 

something to look back on, but we have something to look forward to. Senzuct… blissful 

longing. But we can have an accurate view of the future God has promised: There is a 

Hope/Confidence that can help you endure, finish faithful, live a pure, holy, joyful 

life. This is why the Spirit gave John the Vision we have been studying. 

 

An incomplete or distorted view of heaven has the opposite effect. It results in 

grief, fear, weakness, confusion and defeat. Hope/Despair 

  

1. Our Culture's View of Heaven is distorted. Movies, music, television, books and 

popular culture paint a very unappealing picture of heaven, foggy at best and really 

downright boring.  

  

George Barna the eminent religious researcher said; “They’re cutting and pasting 

religious views from a variety of different sources—television, movies, conversations with 

friends. The result is a highly subjective theology of the afterlife, disconnected from the 

biblical doctrine of Heaven.” 

  

(ill) Gary Larson’s Far Side cartoon. A man with angel wings and a halo sits on a 

cloud—nothing to do and no one to talk to. His facial expression was flat. The caption 

reads: “Why didn’t I bring a magazine?” 

  

  

(ill) Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Miss Watson; “She went on and told me all about 

the good place. She said all a body would have to do there was go around all day long 

with a harp and sing forever and ever. So I didn’t think much of it… I asked her if she 

reckoned Tom Sawyer would go there, and she said, not by a considerable sight. I was 

glad about that because I wanted him and me to be together.” This may be one literary 

source of the banter, “I think I would rather go to Hell to be with all my friends.”  

  

Toward the end of his life Mark Twain the writer of The Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn said in his autobiography; “The burden of pain, care, misery grows every year. At 

length ambition is dead, pride is dead, vanity Is dead, longing for release is in their place. 

Death comes at last—the only unpoisoned gift earth ever had for them—and the vanish 

from a world where they were of no consequence; where they achieved northing; where 

they were a mistake and a failure and a foolishness.” A wrong view of heaven and 



eternal life is dangerous and deadly and discouraging. An incomplete or distorted view of 

heaven has the opposite effect. It results in grief, fear, weakness, confusion and defeat. 

Hope/Despair 

 

Most People Are Not Going There. In the heaven of popular culture everyone goes but 

the most notorious and evil people. All who go to heaven turn into angels and dwell in 

perpetual monotony. But most people feel most everyone is going there. Alcorn says: 

“For every American who believes in Hell there are 120 who believe they are going to 

Heaven.” Jesus said the opposite was true. Matthew 7:13-14  "Enter by the narrow gate; 

for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many 

who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, 

and there are few who find it. 

  

Folks are confused about Heaven and that is not going to end well. 

  

2. The Evangelical sub-culture's View of Heaven is Distorted. 

Speculative and Sentimental: not Scriptural and Sure 

  

Great theological books have been written by eminent scholars, but usually they say very 

little about heaven and the eternal state. Shedd’s Dogmatic Theology has 87 pages on 

eternal punishment and only three on Heaven, Berkhof’s Systematic Theology had thirty-

eight pages on creation, forty pages on baptism and communion, two pages on Hell and 

one on the Eternal State. Lloyd-Jones Great Doctrines of the Bible has includes on a few 

pages on the Eternal State in a large volume on theology.  

  

What has been written and often has been very popular are books filled with speculation 

and sensationalism. Colton Burpo; Heaven is For Real; Don Piper; 90 Minutes in 

Heaven, The enormous popularity of this books makes a point. People long for heaven 

and want to know about eternal life.  

  

Randy Alcorn has written a wonderful book on Heaven I wish every member of Bethel 

would read. He argues hard in it against an ethereal, wispy, bland caricature of Heaven. 

He says; “Satan does not need to convince us that Heaven does not exist. He needs 

only convince us that Heaven is a place of boring, unearthly existence. If we believe that 

lie, we’ll be robbed of our joy and anticipation, we’ll set our mind on this life and not on 

the next, and we won’t be motivated to share our faith Why would we share the “good 

news’ that people can spend eternity in a boring, ghostly place that even we’re not 

looking forward to.”  

  



The doctrine of the Sufficiency of Scripture. We know not to doubt the authority or 

inspiration of Scripture but can still fall into the trap of functionally doubting 

the sufficiency of Scripture. “Yeah, but…” Much should be made of this. Much error, 

disappointment, disillusionment, even destruction result from ignoring this important 

truth. 

3. Paul's Vision of Heaven. (2 Cor. 12:1-4) 

  

·      The First Heaven; the place of birds and planes 

·      The Second Heaven; the place of stars-space 

·      The Third Heaven; the dwelling place of God also known as paradise. 

  

4. John's Vision of Heaven Rev. 21-22 Revelation and imagination, but not 

sensationalism and speculation. 

 

1. An Amazing Vision from Earth (1-2) 

2. An Announcement from Heaven (3-8) 

3. An Amazing Angelic Tour (9ff) 

 

I. A AMAZING VISION FROM EARTH (1-2) I saw... 

  

v.1 The old heaven and earth -replaced by a new-no more sea-pit abyss. 

v.2 New Jerusalem descends out of heaven from God like a bride. 

  

II. AN AMAZING ANNOUNCEMENT FROM HEAVEN (3-8) 7 things I heard... 

  

1. v.3. The voice said: “I will now dwell with men on earth!” All Relational 

Brokenness Healed Forever! 

  

2. v4. The voice said: “No more sadness” sorrow or tears forever gone. 

  

3. v5. God said: “Make everything new and fresh” “Behold, I am making all things 

new.” continuity—not all new things. (New Creation like Resurrection Body) 

  

4. v5. God said: “John, are you getting this down? It's true. You can count on 

it.” “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” why... He was thinking of 

us! Biblical hope is unwavering confidence that what God promised will happen. [This is 

the heart of it… more on this later] 

  

5. v6. God said: “I'm everything you have ever needed and everything you will ever 

need.” “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 



thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. [ill] longing for a 

Day on the Farm. Senzuct—blissful longing—located in the promises of God. On 

the cross Jesus said “I Thirst” he suffered longing so we could never go hungry 

or thirsty again. [ill] Mom. Will they have Reeses Peanut Butter Cups in Heaven. 

Yes, or something you love so much it will make you forget them. [ill] Over the 

Moon Pies make Moon Pies east like waxy hockey pucks. [ill] no marriage… ever 

better. [ill] playground feeling. Honeymoon feeling. Eternal life feeling even greater 

  

6. v7. God said: “I want to be as close as we can be.” The one who conquers will 

have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. [ill] Day on Farm 

Relationships. [ill] Working at Camp with no one there…. depressing. 

  

7. v8. God said: “You will be safe from sin and sinners there.”   

 

 

In 1952 Florence Chadwick tried to swim from Catalina Island to shore. She had 

already been the first woman to swim the English Channel. It was foggy and cold in the 

water. The fog was so think she could not even see the boats around her. She was in the 

water for fifteen hours. Exhausted and discouraged she gave up and stopped swimming. 

Her mother said; “Keep going you are almost there.” She stopped swimming. They 

pulled her from the water. She was only a quarter-mile from shore. The next day at a 

news conference she said. “All I could see was fog… I think if I could have seen the 

shore, I would have made it.” This Revelation was given to John so that we would see 

shore and not give up.  

 

The Bible Word for All of this is HOPE 

 


