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[ Story Behind The Hymn ]

Read Between The Lines
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

O Come, O Come Emmanuel was 
originally written in Latin with a ti-
tle of ‘Veni, Veni, Emmanuel’ (docu-
ments featuring the title and words 
date back to 1710).

The English translation of the Christ-
mas carol came about in 1851 when 
priest and scholar John Mason Ne-
ale’s version featured in the pages of 
The Hymnal Noted – a key text in the 
history of hymns collected by hymnal 
documenter Thomas Helmore.

The haunting melody has its roots as 
far back as 15th Century France, with 
a sketchy-at-best history. It wasn’t 
until the 1960s musicologist Mary 
Berry sourced the 15th century man-
uscript that bore the tune’s building 
blocks, among many others used for 
processional chants for burials.

So the actual composer of the music 
for one of the world’s most popular 
carols is enigmatically anonymous. It 
was, however, the combination of the 
tune with John Mason Neale’s trans-
lation of the Latin text that began its 
life as a perennial festive favorite.

Source 
Excerpts taken from classicfm.com
December 20, 2019; By Daniel Ross

December 13, 2020
John Weiand

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

1. A __________ without a __________________ doesn’t make sense.
Ephesians 3:1-12

2. The __________________ is ________________.
Colossians 1:25-27 

3. When _______________ shows up, everything __________________.
Galatians 2:20

Emmanuel means God with us. 
How have you seen God move in 2020?

Post this to your Facebook and Twitter to 
help share the gospel with your friends.

[ Weekly Devotion Questions ]
 

Hmmm...

In case you missed them...Answers:  
1. Life/Subject    2. Subject/Christ    3. Christ/Changes

Take a few minutes this week and read 
through the book of Ephesians. 

Pray that God would reveal truth to you 
through the Holy Spirit.


