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New Beginnings

Declaration: 

My eyes are on Jesus 
My heart is tuned to His Spirit 
My ears are listening to His voice 
My mind will believe what He says 
My voice will declare the truth of His word

Today, we are continuing our series, “Asking For A Friend”. In this series we will 
answer your questions regarding the church, God, faith, theology or anything else 
that comes up!

Here is the question we will focus on this week: Why are there so many rules for 
christians?

**As a reminder, you can write your questions and drop them in the baskets or you 
can send them to me via email. 

RECAP from “I Surrender”

Deuteronomy 29:29 (NIV) - Truth stewarded well attracts greater truth
29The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to 
us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

What Does Jesus & Holy Spirit Say About It?
Matthew 7:12 (NIV) - The Golden Rule
12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets.

Mark 12:28–34 (NIV) - The Greatest Commandment
28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that 
Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, 
which is the most important?” 
29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 

our God, the Lord is one. 30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
32“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one 

and there is no other but him. 33To love him with all your heart, with all your 



understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is 

more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he 
had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

Romans 13:8–10 (NIV) - Love fulfills the Law
8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 

for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 
covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Luke 10:25–37 (NIV) - The Good Samaritan
25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26“What is written in the Law?” he 

replied. “How do you read it?” 27He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; 

and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28“You have answered correctly,” Jesus 

replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 

away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, 

and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a 
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 

took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care 

of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 

expense you may have.’ 36“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to 

the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37The expert in the law replied, “The 
one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Why Grace Is So Important
Even after the discussion we have had today regarding these scriptures, there are 
still plenty of professing christians today that believe they have to do something to 



earn forgiveness and eternal life. For them it’s inconceivable that the God of the 
universe wants nothing in return from them besides a relationship. How do I know? 
I was one of them!!

Ephesians 2:8–9 (NIV) - Do you have faith you are saved?
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one can boast.

James 1:22–25 (NIV) - Listen & Obey!
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone 

who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But whoever looks intently into the 
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have 
heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

What Is The Desire Of The Father?
Galatians 5:1 (NIV)
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

Chosen Video 

You Must Die!
Romans 12:1–2 (NIV)
1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 

worship. 2Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is
—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (NIV) - The Ministry of Reconciliation, for the Old Has 
Passed Away

11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What 
we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not 
trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to 
take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen 
rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is 
for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ’s love compels us, 
because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he 



died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 
who died for them and was raised again.
16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

Let Him Lead You
“I will stay close to you, instructing and guiding you along the pathway for 
your life. I will advise you along the way and lead you forth with my eyes as 
your guide. So don’t make it difficult; don’t be stubborn when I take you 
where you’ve not been before. Don’t make me tug you and pull you along. 
Just come with me!” —PSALM 32:8–9 (tPt)


