
Self‒Righteousness
We might need a Pharisectomy. 



The Original Sin
Instead of eating of the tree of life and becoming God centered, Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God and became self-centered, and self-righteous. 

All of mankind has been born full of pride, self-centered and self-righteous. The 
essence of sin is self-righteousness.

When witnessing to the lost, the most common response is that I am a good person, I 
help people, I have not done terrible things like murder. They feel righteous because 
of their behaviors. They are blind to their real spiritual condition because of self-
righteousness. 



Blaming others – Defensiveness

Then the man said, The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree, and I ate.  And the Lord God said to the woman, What is this you have done? 
The woman said, The serpent deceived me, and I ate. Genesis 3:12-13 NKJV

In other words, they thought they were righteous because they shifted the blame or 
the wrong onto another. 

When you blame others and are defensive, it is a sign that you are self-righteous. 



Parable 
of 2 Lost 

Sons

• Prodigal son - irreligious
• Big brother - religious

Some people live a good moral life trying 
hard to earn God’s favor. They actually begin 
to think that God is indebted to them or that 
He owes them a blessing because of their 
good works.

The truth is that we don’t deserve anything 
but death and hell. 



Big Brother – Self Righteous

But he was angry and would not go in.  Therefore, his father came out and 
pleaded with him. So, he answered and said to his father, Lo, these many years 
I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; 
and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my 
friends. But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him. Luke 15:28-30 NKJV

Big brother was self-righteous and unrepentant. 



The 
Pharisees

Also, He spoke this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised 
others: Luke 18:9 NKJV

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 
thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess. Luke 
18:11-12 

He thought he was in right standing with God because 
of his behaviors. He also compared himself with others 
to feel righteous. 



The Pharisees
Then He charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees…..  
Mark 8:15 NKJV

The Aramaic word for Pharisee means separatism or one who is separated.

As it is written: There is none righteous, no, not one; Romans 3:10 NKJV

But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags; We 
all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. Isaiah 64:6 

Self-righteousness is a bad of a sin as adultery, murder or greed. You don’t think you need 
God because you have yourself to make you righteous.



Don’t Follow Their Example

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, The teachers of religious law 
and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. So, practice 
and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example.  For they 
don’t practice what they teach.  They crush people with unbearable religious 
demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.  Everything they do is for 
show.  On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses 
inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. And they love to sit at the 
head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues.  They love 
to receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be 
called Rabbi. Matthew 23:1-7 NLT



Hypocrites - Blind Guides

What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. 
Hypocrites!  For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s 
faces.  You won’t go in yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either. 
What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.  
Hypocrites!  For you cross land and sea to make one convert, and then 
you turn that person into twice the child of hell you yourselves are! Blind 
guides! What sorrow awaits you! Matthew 23:13-16 NLT



Hypocrites - Blind 
Guides

What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.  
Hypocrites!  For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb 
gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, 
and faith.  You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important 
things. Blind guides!  You strain your water, so you won’t accidentally swallow 
a gnat, but you swallow a camel!  What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious 
law and you Pharisees.  Hypocrites!  For you are so careful to clean the outside 
of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-
indulgence! You blind Pharisee!  First wash the inside of the cup and the 
dish, and then the outside will become clean, too. Matthew 23:23-26 NLT



Hypocrites
Snakes

What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious 
law and you Pharisees.  Hypocrites!  For you 
are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the 
outside but filled on the inside with dead 
people’s bones and all sorts of impurity.  
Outwardly you look like righteous people, but 
inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy 
and lawlessness.  What sorrow awaits you 
teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. 
Hypocrites! Matthew 23:27-29 NLT

Snakes! Sons of vipers! How will you escape 
the judgment of hell? Matthew 23:33 NLT



Religion vs Real Christianity 
Religion

• Is advice 
• Rules, regulations, rituals 
• Focus on knowledge 
• Outward appearance 
•Works based theology 
• Fear based ideology

Real Christianity 
• Based on news, the gospel
• Relationship with Christ 
• Focus on loving God and others
• Inward condition of heart
• Grace based theology
• Loved based ideology 



You might 
be a 

Pharisee if:

You know your Bible very well, but:
• You feel superior to other Christians.
• You feel you have some elite status 

with God over other believers.
• You are so certain you are right that 

you have become unteachable. 
• You have a great deal of Bible 

knowledge but not much love.
• You take your opinions, inferences, 

and speculations and pass them off as 
fundamentals. 



The Belief Continuum

Theological or Moral
Fundamentals ….... Inferences ….... Speculations ….... Opinions 

Essentials Non-Essentials
----------------à----------------à---------------------à-----------------à



The Belief Continuum

Fundamentals

• The virgin birth of Jesus Christ, the divinity of Christ, the perfect sinless life of Jesus, the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the existence of heaven and hell, the 
inerrancy of Scripture, salvation through Jesus Christ alone, etc……

Inferences

• Does the Bible say that women can preach or teach?
Speculations

• The doctrines of the end of times (eschatology).

Opinions
• Worship styles, altar ministry, modesty issues, etc….



The Sin of 
Certainty

Every human being has the sinful tendency 
to take their opinions, inferences, and 

speculations and pass them off as 
fundamentals. 

In some ways, there is an insecurity inside all 
of us that hates to have any beliefs that are 
less than certain. We all want to be right.

All believers might have a little bit of a 
Pharisee inside their hearts.



You might 
be a 

Pharisee if:

You like to be recognized by men for good deeds.
Your giving of tithes or alms, fasting and prayer is 

done for public show.

We should only live for only what God thinks about 
us. The Pharisees lived for what other people thought 
about them.

..for they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. John 12:43 NKJV

How can you believe, who receive honor from one 
another, and do not seek the honor that comes from 
the only God? John 5:44 NKJV



You might 
be a 

Pharisee if:

You emphasize outward appearances.

You live by some non-Biblical or man-made 
standards. 

You look down on others that don’t embrace your 
standards.

Examples:

• Not commercing on Sunday’s.

• Not going to a movie theater. 

• You don’t own a TV, but you do own a computer 
or phone.

• Going beyond modesty with apparel standards.
• Using dietary laws from the Mosaic covenant. 



You might be a Pharisee if:
You don’t practice what you preach; Hypocrisy. Actors. 

• Its one thing to talk the talk, but its another thing to walk the walk.

• Is your private life and public life different?

Judge others and point the finger without seeing yourself.

Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and 
with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look at the speck in 
your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 
Hypocrite!  First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove 
the speck from your brother’s eye. Matthew 7:1-5 NKJV



You might 
be a 

Pharisee if:

• You major on minors, strain a gnat but 
swallow a camel.

• You compare yourself to others, finding 
those that live worse than you.

• You can put people on a guilt trip without 
even being aware of it.

• You work hard to become righteous.



You might 
be a 

Pharisee if:

• You think you know how to “do church”, 
you know the right way. Your inwardly 
critical for all who do it differently. 

• You're not aware of your inward sins in your 
thought life. You feel no conviction about 
sinful inward thoughts, only about outward 
deeds.

• Your thinking of someone else each time 
the word Pharisee is used.



Job’s problem
After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the 
day of his birth. And Job spoke and said: 
May the day perish on which I was born,         
Job 3:1-2 NKJV

Till I die I will not put away my integrity from 
me. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let 
it go; Job 27:5-6

Let me be weighed on honest scales, That God 
may know my integrity. Job 31:6

So these three men ceased answering Job, 
because he was righteous in his own eyes.      
Job 32:1



Job’s
Self-Righteousness

I am pure, without transgression; 
I am innocent, and there is no iniquity 
in me. Job 33:9

For Job has said, I am righteous,….   
Job 34:5

I have heard of You by the hearing of 
the ear, But now my eye sees You. 
Therefore, I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes. Job 42:5-6



We were born 
with some self-
righteousness

No matter how hard you work at it, it is 
impossible to make yourself righteous, or to 
put yourself in right standing with God, apart 
from Christ Jesus.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9 NKJV



Righteousness
Our righteousness has nothing to do with our behavior. God graciously applies 
righteousness to our sin-drenched souls out of pure generosity. 

Righteousness is not the reward of living rightly. It’s the unmerited gift that once 
understood, irresistibly results in right living.

Living righteously comes out of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the 
righteous one. We live right, out of gratitude for the grace that has been poured 
upon us through Jesus Christ. 



Imputed Righteousness

For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20

For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. Romans 4:3 NKJV

And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  Now it was not written for his 
sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us.  It shall be imputed to us who 
believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because 
of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. Romans 4:22-25 NKJV



Many will be made 
Righteous

Therefore, as through one man’s offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man’s 
righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification of life. For as by one 
man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience 
many will be made righteous. Romans 5:18-
19 NKJV

We are made righteous through faith in Jesus 
Christ. He imputes His righteousness onto us. 
He makes everything wrong with us right. By 
grace are we saved through faith, it is the gift 
of God.



Summary
• There is a little bit of a Pharisee in all of us. We were born self-righteous.
• We need to be aware of it so we can confess and repent.
• I am as needy of the blood of Jesus Christ today as I was 33 years ago.
• If we allow God to do a Pharisectomy on us, we can increase our 

intimacy with God.
• The foundation of our relationship with Jesus is built upon His imputed 

righteousness on our sinful souls.


