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live in such a way that you are always ready? 

So they’ve got a bunch of these websites with these “Life Expectancy 
Calculators,” where they will predict when you’re going to die.  You answer 
some questions, and they tell you how long you’ve got.  They’re kind of fun!  

• One website, Poodlewaddle (I love the name), they predicted I’d make it 

almost to 80 … about 15 more years.  

• Another one, Time.com, gave me till the age of 87, about 22 more years.  I 

liked that one the best.

• On the other hand, Deathdate.info gave me until January 28, 2020 … a 

little less than two months to live.  Julie is planning on asking the elders to 
give me next year’s salary in one lump sum.


• Now that was their optimistic projection.  Their neutral projection said that I 
should have died back in 2008 … I’m on borrowed time!  And their 
pessimistic projection killed me off in 2001 … 18 years ago.  


• Now Tater got online and found one website that had me dying about 4 
years ago – just after I fell off that scaffold.  They almost got it right.  In fact 
… now our staff here are not good people.  One guy suggested that when I 
fell and came that close, God threw me back, saying something like: “This 
one needs some more work.”  Another suggested that God gave a tongue 
lashing to one of his angels after I fell: “I told you I wanted another ‘angel.’  
This guy’s no angel!”  Like I said, the guys and ladies on our staff here are 
not good people.


Now, none of the tests I took asked the right questions.  They’d ask questions 
about my height, and weight, and stress, and exercise, and basic health stuff.  
But there were no questions about how fast I drive, or my fixation with bacon, or 
my general orneriness, which might cause someone to kill me, early.  Anyway.  
… Now, I know that some of you guys are on your phones looking up some “Life 
Expectancy Calculator” right now.  In fact, some of you guys will be tempted to 
play with that stuff for the next 30 minutes.  Stop it!  Do it after church, let it ruin 
your lunch, not your worship. 
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Now, for the most part, most people in our culture try not to think much about 
their dying.  Sometimes as people get older, and sometimes when people get 
really sick, they do think about it.  But most people try not to think too much 
about it.  Even though … you’re going to die!  Unless Jesus comes back first … 
every one of you … every one of us is going to die.  100%.  So, what we’re 
going to talk about this morning matters to every person in this room.  Some of 
you guys may be prone to lean in a little, because you know you’re getting 
close, and some of you guys may be prone to kind of tune it out.  But it’s 
coming, guys!  You don’t know when.  The Life Expectancy Calculators may 
predict that you have 40, 50 years.  But every one of us know people who died 
unexpectedly.   


So, we’re curious about the when, but the bigger questions are these: “Am I 
ready?” And “What’s next?”  And, “What will I leave behind?”  Am I ready, 
what’s next, what will I leave behind.  And the answer to all three depend on 
this: “How will you finish?”  Not, “How did you start”? or “How what did you 
accomplish in between?”  It’s all about, “How will you finish?”  And I don’t care if 
you if you die today, or in 50 years, it’s the same: “How will you finish?”  It 
doesn’t matter whether you die young or you die old, it’s the same: “How will 
you finish?”


Now, why am I going here this morning?  Pretty simple.  We’ve been in a macro-
series since September we’ve called, “Life: A Hero’s Story.”  By the way, the 
hero is Jesus, not us.  And we’ve been talking about how to do life with God, for 
God, God’s way – because we believe that makes life better, and it makes you 
better at life.

• September was about the Rescue.  Life starts … real life, spiritual life, 

eternal life starts when we bend our knees to Jesus as our Savior and 
Lord.   We’re a mess, and none of us is good enough, smart enough, 
strong enough to save ourselves … spiritually.  So Jesus, the Son of God, 
did it for us by dying for us on a cross, and then by breaking the chains of 
death – your death -- when he walked out of his grave.  How cool is that!  
And it’s free!  It’s grace!  If you’ll bend your knees to Jesus.  That was 
September.


• But it’s not just about being born, “born again.”  It’s about doing life with 
God 24/7.  That was October: The Rescued Life.  And we talked about 
doing life with God by loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and loving your neighbor in the same way he loves you … or at 
least try!  And we talked about acknowledging his presence every day – 
praying, reading his Word.  And we talked about church … how doing life 
with other Jesus followers is what we’re made for.
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• And then this last month has been about the mission, the job he gave us as 
Jesus followers: Rescuers.  He says, “You guys shall be my witnesses.”  If 
you’ve been graced by God through Jesus, it’s on you to pass that on!  


But there’s one more piece to this “Life with God.”  Because, it ain’t over till it’s 
over!  We’re not done here till we stand before God face to face … and that’s 
coming … for all of us!  For me, apparently January 28, 2020 – in about two 
months.  Maybe.  For you, it’s coming … who knows when.  But here’s the deal 
… Don’t quit!  Never quit!  If you quit before that day comes, you will regret it … 
forever!  So: Finish Well!  You’ve got to finish well.  The tough part is, you 
probably will never know your finish date.  So right now, next year, 5 years from 
now, whenever, don’t be quitting!  Be ready to finish well … right now! 


So, what’s that mean … to finish well?  What’s that look like … to a Jesus 
follower.  Because it looks different to us than it does to them.  

• A long, cushy retirement?  Enough in the bank to travel if I want, relax if I 

want, be a hero at Christmas to the grandkids if I decide I like them, give a 
little to the church if I want?


• Or maybe it’s: the one who dies with the most toys wins?  You’ve got the 
houses, the cars, the boats, and the Tesla Pickup on order?  That would be 
finishing well for a whole lot of folks.


• Or maybe it’s a pain-free death?  There’d be a whole lot of rich folks who’d 
give up a whole lot of rich for a pain-free death.  So you’ve had a great day, 
gone to bed happy, and you don’t wake up.  Is that finishing well?


And I guess finishing well kind of boils down to whether or not there really is a 
God, whether Jesus really is the Son of God, whether he really did die for our 
sins, and then walk out of his tomb.  Because if Jesus was right … then finishing 
well is going to be defined by how you stand with him, right?  I mean, if there is 
no God, then a long cushy retirement is about as good as you can do, the more 
toys you can accumulate the better, and especially, a death as painless as 
possible.  If that’s your dream, your goal, your ambition, you’d better hope 
there’s no God!  You’d better hope Jesus stayed dead, a megalomaniacal fool!  
Because if there is a God, and if Jesus is the Son of God, and if he really is 
going to be there when you die, then finishing well has to be defined by how you 
stand with him, right?  The rest of that stuff is less than trivial.  


That’s why the way bigger questions for a Jesus follower are these … “Am I 
ready?” and “What’s next?”  and “Why kind of a God-honoring legacy will I leave 
behind?”  You see, we Jesus followers want to die vertical, standing tall as 
Jesus followers, being a witness to Jesus even in our deaths, so we can hear 
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those most important words ever: “Well done, good and faithful servant. … 
Come on in and share my joy. … Forever.” (Matthew 25.23)


Now, there is a principle of finishing well that tracks through both the old 
covenant with God – the Old Testament, and the new covenant with God, our 
covenant with God – the New Testament.  It’s a principle the people have God 
have lived by for thousands of years.  Here it is: It’s not about how you start, and 
it’s not about whether you’ve been more good than bad, it’s about how you 
finish.  What matters with God is not how you start – a lot of us start well.  And 
it’s not about whether your score card has more As and Bs and Cs than Ds and 
Fs.  It’s about how you finish.  That’s hard for us to get.  

• “So, like, I lived like a hellion for years, but I come to Jesus before I die, 

and you’re saying all that hellion stuff won’t keep me out?” … Yeah.

• “And you’re saying, like, if I was baptized at 8 or 9, grew up as a Jesus 

follower, spent most of my life in church, served where I could, gave what I 
could, and then I blow him off, for whatever reason … You’re saying -- if 
there really is a God, and there really is a heaven and a hell – you’re saying 
God’s not going to see that I was more good than bad and let me in 
anyway?” … Yeah. 


Actually, that’s what I think he’s saying.  Let me show you.  Old Covenant first – 
it’s not our covenant, but the same principle.  Here it is.  Ezekiel 18.  Ezekiel was 
a prophet of God who lived about 600 years before Jesus.  God made him do 
some pretty weird stuff to get his message across, but his words were powerful.  
Now in Ezekiel 18 he gives us two big ideas, huge ideas.  Big idea #1: It’s about 
where you stand with God – where YOU stand with God.  I don’t care who you 
are.  It’s not about who your parents are – good or bad, or who your friends are – 
good or bad, or what color you are, or how rich and powerful you are.  It’s about 
where you stand with God.  And big idea #2: It’s about where you stand with 
God when you finish.  It’s not about how you start, it’s not about the time in 
between, it’s about how you finish.  Let me show you.


There was an old, old idea that if a man was really, really bad, God wouldn’t only 
punish him, he’d also take it out on his kids, and his grandkids.  Now I know that 
my sins will affect my kids and my grandkids, sometimes terribly.  But this is 
different.  They believed God would punish my kids for my sins, God will punish 
my grandkids for my sins.  How awful is that!  And Ezekiel says, “No.  No!” “The 
one who sins is the one who will die.” (Ezekiel 18.4)  No one else’s good will 
count for you; and no one else’s bad will be held against you.  It’s who you are, 
it’s what you choose.
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And then Ezekiel lays out all these examples. I’ll kind of pull them forward into 
our culture.

• He says. Suppose there is a good man, a godly man.  He loves God with 

all his heart; he loves his neighbors as children of God.  He tries to do life 
with God, for God, God’s way.  Ezekiel says. “That man is righteous; he will 
surely live.” (Ezekiel 18.9)  Makes sense.


• But what if that good man, that godly man, has a God-dishonoring son?  
What if, despite his dad, that kid refuses to do life with God, for God, God’s 
way?  Will God give your son, or your daughter a break because you the 
parent have tried to be a Jesus follower?  Ezekiel says, “No.”  “Should 
such a sinful person live? No! (Your kid) He must die and (your kid) must 
take full blame.” (Ezekiel 18.13)  Wow!  That’s hard!


• But then he says, what if your God dishonoring kid has a kid of his own.  
And despite the miserable model of his dad, that kid – the grandkid now – 
chooses to do life with God, for God, God’s way.  Will the sins of the father 
cause God to turn his back on that father’s kids?  Now I know, the sins of a 
father make it a whole lot tougher for his kids to choose God.  But will the 
sins of a father cause God to turn his back on that’s man’s kids if those 
kids want to do life with God, for God, God’s way?  Ezekiel says, “No!”  
“The person who sins is the one who will die. The child will not be 
punished for the parent’s sins, and the parent will not be punished for the 
child’s sins.” (Ezekiel 18.20)


He’s made his point.  Big idea #1: It’s about where you stand with God – where 
YOU stand with God.    It’s not about who your parents are – good or bad, or 
who your friends are – good or bad, or what color you are, or how rich and 
powerful you are.  It’s about where you stand with God.  Where do you stand 
with God?  And now he’s ready to move to Big idea #2.  There are two more 
scenarios he has to deal with.  He says …

• What if “wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey my 

decrees and do what is just and right?”  What if a man … repents?  Well, 
he says, “they will surely live and not die.” (Ezekiel 18.21)  Because … it’s 
not how you start, it’s how you finish.  He says, “All their past sins will be 
forgotten.” (Ezekiel 18.22)  Really?!  Yes! All of them!


• “However,” he says, “if righteous people turn from their righteous behavior 
(if they unrepent) and start doing sinful things and act like other sinners, 
should they be allowed to live?”  He says, “No, of course not! All their 
righteous acts will be forgotten … (really?!), and they will die for their 
sins.” (Ezekiel 18.24)  Because … it’s not how you start, it’s how you finish.  
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It’s about how YOU stand with God, and it’s about where you stand with God 
right now.  Now Ezekiel is old covenant, old testament; but the principle is there 
in our covenant with God, too.  Let me show you.  

• Jesus says, there will be a time when it will be hard to be a Jesus follower.  

(Matthew 24.9-10)  He says, Some of you will be arrested, persecuted, 
killed … just for being Jesus followers.  People are going to laugh at you, 
mock you, hate you, just for being Jesus followers.  And some of you are 
going to fall away.  (Matthew 24.12b-13)  He says, “The love of many of 
you will grow cold” … your love for God, your love for each other will grow 
cold.  “But,” he says, “the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 
Don’t quit!  Don’t drift, don’t quit!  When the going gets tough, hang in 
there!  Because it’s not how you start, it’s how you finish!


• The apostle Paul got it.  If there was anyone ever who accumulated enough 
points with God that they could coast in, it would be the apostle Paul.  But 
Paul compares this Jesus following to a race, and what credit will you get 
for running in a race if you don’t finish?  It’s not about how you start, or 
how strong you are in the middle … do you finish?  He says, “Run to 
win!” (1 Corinthians 9.24)  He says, “Run with purpose in every step.” (1 
Corinthians 9.26)  He says, even “I discipline my body like an athlete, 
training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to 
others I myself might be disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9.27)  “I don’t want to 
quit,” he says.  “I could, I might, but that would be terrible,” he says. Don’t 
drift, don’t quit!

 


You see, there is this huge theme in the New Testament we call “perseverance.”  
That’s not a nice word, is it?  Sounds hard, sounds boring.  But it comes down 
to two things.  #1: Guys, we think Jesus following makes like better, and it 
makes us better at life.  We really do!  We think it’s the best way to live, the way 
we were created to live.  And #2: We know that in this world, a world with God, 
Jesus following can be hard.  But we think its way worth the pain to keep going.


So, how are you doing with God, right now? If it turns out this is your year: 2019 
– just a month left – how will you finish?  Maybe it’s next year, January 28 maybe 
– will you finish well?  You see, we never really know when that day will come.  
Some guys spend all their time trying to figure out either when Jesus is coming 
back, or how long they’ve got, so they can finish well.  But we don’t know! So 
every day – every day – we have to be finishing well.  So, how do we do that?


Did you know that’s part of what we are about here at CapCity?  I know, our first 
purpose is to bring people face to face with Jesus.  But our second purpose is 
to grow them up into 24-7 … 24-7 Jesus followers.  And guys, if you are 24-7, 
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you’re ready!  Just be doing the stuff of a Jesus follower!  Just be doing life with 
God, for God, God’s way every day… and you are always ready!  It not only 
makes life better, and makes you better at life, but you’re always ready.  Maybe 
you’re kind of a part-time Jesus follower right now – kind of slacking on that 
persevering part.  Or maybe you’re not a Jesus follower at all.  Well … you need 
to get ready!  


So I want to just want to kind of give you a picture of what persevering looks 
like.  In fact, we post part of it out on the wall of our foyer.  Worship / Connect / 
Grow / Serve.  If you are worshiping, connecting, growing, and serving … you’re 
ready, whenever … you’re finishing well.


We persevere in worship.  Sounds miserable, unless we get it – that it makes life 
better, and it makes us better at life.  And when you understand that worship is 
God … not me … Well, it really doesn’t matter who else is in the room, or what 
the music is like – it’s not about me, it’s about giving him the attention, and 
honor he deserves.  Listen guys, we never outgrow worshiping together as a 
family of Jesus followers.  We never graduate from worshiping together as Jesus 
followers.  It’s who we are, and what we do.  He deserves it, and we need it, and 
they need to see us doing it … from the bottom of our hearts.


And I know that sometimes it gets hard, maybe especially in a place like Capital 
City.  You see, we don’t try to design our worship services to serve just one part 
of our family.  We want grandparents, and parents, and kids sitting side by side.  
We want black and white and everything in between sitting side by side.  We 
want white collar, blue collar, and rednecks sitting side by side.  We want those 
who seem to have it together (they usually don’t), and those who know they are 
a mess, sitting side by side – engaging God.  Because he’s in the room.  So a lot 
of what we do here … isn’t aimed at you.  But we’re a family.  And family 
tolerates a whole lot if some of its own are being fed.  


And especially as we get older.  Finishing well is going to require more and more 
patience from us as the forms of worship change.  Because they do change.  
But it’s worth it.  Because there’s nothing more important to a God-honoring 
Jesus follower than to see their kids and their grandkids connecting with God.  
Right? There’s nothing better than that.  So … Persevere in worship, guys.   
Never quit.  Make it who you are and what you’re about.  He deserves it, and we 
need it, and they need to see us doing it … from the bottom of our hearts.


And we persevere in Connecting.  Is it worth it?  Again, we believe it makes life 
better and it makes us better at life.  Because … it’s not about me.  It’s about 
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loving my God with everything I’ve got and loving my neighbor as myself.   You 
see – we say it a lot – God didn’t make us to go it alone.  It’s hard to stay faithful, 
it’s hard to stay passionate, when you try to do it alone.  You see, it’s not just 
about sitting in a big room like this for an hour a week.  It’s about actually doing 
life with some Jesus followers.  Our New Testament – our new covenant with 
God – tells us to be devoted to each other, serve one another, bear one 
another’s burdens, offer hospitality to one another, encourage one another, build 
one another up, spur one another on.  We can’t do that stuff if we just sit in this 
room an hour a week, and pretty much ignore each other the rest of the week.


That’s why our Life Groups are so important to us here at CapCity.  10, 12, 15 
Jesus followers really connecting, doing life together.  And listen, guys, some of 
you guys have all the connections you need; but some of your brothers and 
sisters here don’t.  If not for your sake, love on them.  Persevere in connecting; 
don’t quit connecting.  


And we persevere in growing.  Is it worth the effort?  To learn more about God? 
To get closer to God? To be more effective as a witness to my God?  Do you 
think?! … We think it makes life way better, and it makes us way better at life.  
Decades ago we used to wear these little pins: PBPGINFWMY.  Any of you old 
guys remember what it stands for? … Yeah: “Please be patient.  God is not 
finished with me yet.”  And I don’t think I’ve outgrown that pin.  I hope God is 
not finished with me yet.  And I don’t think any of you guys has outgrown it.  I 
hope he’s not done with you guys yet!  Bottom line, we keep growing and 
maturing as Jesus followers till the day we die … and then he’ll finish the job.   
Which means we are life-long learners – sometimes on our own, sometimes 
together.  That’s what our Growth Ministry here at CapCity is all about.  For all 
our family – every age.


One other little piece on this one.  Sometimes we are tempted to go backwards 
– to ungrow -- as we get older.  We don’t get more childlike – that’s a good 
thing; we get more childish.  We don’t just stall, we start backing up.  
Apparently, as we get older we start losing our filters.  We start saying things we 
wouldn’t have said when we were younger.  We start doing things to people we 
wouldn’t have done when we were younger.  And that’s awful!  Here’s what 
happens: if we’re not still growing as Jesus followers we tend to get meaner, and 
ruder, less gracious, less kind.  I’m terrified of that personally.  You see, I tend to 
be cynical, grumpy, and outspoken anyway.  Can you imagine how awful I’d be 
to be around without filters – filters of grace, and love?  I don’t want to be like 
that.  I want to be nudging people towards Jesus till the day I die.  I want to 
finish well.  So I have to keep growing till the day I die.
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And then there’s serve – we persevere in serving, we never quit serving. 
Because it makes life better, and it makes us better at life!  How cool is that?!  I 
think the notion of retirement has messed us up as Jesus followers, especially in 
a town like Frankfort.  You put in your 25 years, your 30 years, and you’re done.  
Now it’s me time, right?  Work if I want, chill if I want, whatever.  Except … if 
you’re a Jesus follower.  We don’t retire from service as Jesus followers.  How 
we serve will change, but we don’t retire.  I’m not as strong as I used to be.  
There are things I used to do as pastor of this church – physical things – that I 
can’t do so well anymore.  But there will always be something I can do … to 
serve my God … my church family … and my world.

• Ray Burton had no legs.  25 surgeries gnawing on his legs.  He told me 

one time, “I can’t do much for my church family anymore.  So I just pray for 
them – every day.”  Every single person in our church family – if you were 
here back then, he prayed for you by name every day.  How cool is that!


• Jane Dean just took care of people.  She wasn’t strong, physically.  But 
she would take them into her home – I don’t know how many grandkids of 
every different color she has.  She and the Coneys used to cook up a 
Thanksgiving meal for all those in the church family who were far from 
home.  How cool is that!


• And think of it this way: I don’t care who you are, or how old you are – you 
serve our Lord whenever you nudge anyone towards Jesus.  “You shall be 
my witnesses,” Jesus said.  And you will be a witness to Jesus, good or 
bad, till the day you die.  So let’s do it well.  Let’s finish well.  


Bottom line, guys: Don’t quit.  Keeping loving God with all your heart, all your 
mind, and all your strength till the day you die.  And keep loving your neighbor, 
in the same way Jesus loves on you.  It will make your life better, and it will make 
you better at life.  Finishing well really boils down to who I really love the most … 
till the day I die.  And never even think of graduating from … grace – either 
getting it, or giving it.  It’s all grace, guys.  Truth and grace; truth with grace … till 
the day we die.  And guys – that’s how you finish well.  … …


I don’t know if I have mentioned this recently, but we have a pretty twisted staff 
here at CapCity.  Not long ago a couple of our ladies – ladies, mind you – they 
were asking: “If you had to die like you were in a horror film, what kind of death 
would you choose.”  I’m hoping their question was just curiosity, not strategery.  
Vern’s answer, I think, was considered the wisest.  He said, “I’d like to be 
beheaded from behind,” quick, with no idea that it’s coming.  Good answer.
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Well, Randy, and Tom, and Tyler, and Vern, and I – our little preaching group last 
Tuesday – we were talking about something similar.  Of all the guys in the Bible, 
whose death would you want as yours?

• Peter?  He was crucified upside down … because he was a Jesus follower.

• Paul? He was beheaded, and not from behind with no idea it was coming.  

He was beheaded because he was a Jesus follower.

• Stephen?  My namesake?  He was stoned to death because he was a 

Jesus follower.

• James the brother of Jesus?  Thrown off the wall of the temple, and then 

finished off with a club.  Because he was a Jesus follower.

• The apostle John’s death was better … if by better you mean easier.  He 

died in exile … because he was a Jesus follower.  But none of them would 
quit.  I love that!  What great lives!


• Randy’s favorite is pretty cool.  A guy named Enoch.  Enoch was one of the 
really, really old guys in the book of Genesis.  It says, “Altogether Enoch 
lived a total of 365 years, walking in close fellowship with God.  (Kind of 
like, taking all these walks with God) Then one day he disappeared, 
because God took him.”  How cool is that?!  It’s almost like Enoch was on 
one of his long walks with God and one day God said, “Listen, we’re closer 
to my house than yours, let’s go to my place.”  So they did.


That’s how I want to die.  That’s finishing well.  Walking with God until the day he 
says, “Let’s go to my place.”  So guys, don’t quit!  Finish well!  Learn to do life 
so that you are always ready – always ready – for that day.
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