
 

       
				PP Love Like Jesus
Part 5-Ephesians 4:32-5:2 (page 978 in pew Bible) Forgiving one another	7/1-2/2023	

I’m going to read to you from one of my favorite Christmas stories: 
Every Who Down in Whoville Liked Christmas a lot...
But the Grinch,Who lived just north of Whoville, Did NOT!
The Grinch hated Christmas! The whole Christmas season!
Now, please don't ask why. No one quite knows the reason.
It could be his head wasn't screwed on just right.
It could be, perhaps, that his shoes were too tight.
But I think that the most likely reason of all,
PP May have been that his heart was two sizes too small.
Whatever the reason, His heart or his shoes,
He stood there on Christmas Eve, hating the Whos,
How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss
The town of Whoville, filled with Whos, loved Christmas, but a terrible creature in the North did 
not, and he set about to ruin Christmas for all
Now, like the Grinch, is your heart two sizes too small?
Let me bring that question under the bible’s lens…Do you love like Jesus?
Maybe you are thinking, ‘Of course not, that’s impossible!’
Yet Jesus clearly commanded us, PP “love one another: just as I have loved you”  John 13:34
For those who have faith in Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God has dwelled in their hearts, to give 
them the want to, and the power to do all He commands
Let’s look at the mandates we are given, the means for us to live them out

PP 1-The Mandates

Paul here is writing to the church, and he gave three mandates, or commands
PP “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you.”  Ephesians 4:32
PP ‘Be’ means to become and what we are to become, is first, kind to each other 
Let’s be honest, some of you have been hurt terribly by Christians, the very people who ought to 
be displaying kindness the most!
And let’s be even more honest, it is likely that you too have hurt other believers
We tend to disappoint, hurt and offend each other, so our hearts need to have kindness in them
PP ‘kind’ means useful goodness, or goodness put to good use
In Luke 5:39 the word is used for good wine that has mellowed as it aged
It is a quality of character the Holy Spirit produces in God’s people, which is what separates it 
from the kindness that unbelievers can have…the Source of this kindness is God!
PP “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 
knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” Romans 2:4 
We are to mellow as we grow spiritually, and display that goodness in a usable way to each other
Imagine believing the best of each other instead of suspecting the worst
Imagine seeing someone who has morally failed, and instead of turning up your nose, you move 
toward that person with useful goodness
Imagine when someone begins to slander another person to you, your hand goes out gently on
their arm and ask them to stop
Imagine seeing someone who is irritating and you display usable goodness in patience with them
Imagine seeing someone who is down and out, a life wrecked by poor choices, and no longer do 
you have a harsh view now you move to help them get their lives on track
This is kindness, usable goodness, sourced by the Spirit, and we are commanded to grow in it

In order for this to be most transformative for each of us, look inward, for a few moments
If you invite God to search you and show you your heart, He will oblige and reveal what’s there
Do you see any of the Grinch in there, who snuck into Whoville and stole their gifts?
		Three thousand feet up! Up the side of Mt. Crumpit,
He rode with his load to the tiptop to dump it!
"PoohPooh to the Whos!" he was grinchishly humming.
"They're finding out now that no Christmas is coming!"
"They're just waking up! I know just what they'll do!"
"Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
Then the Whos down in Whoville will all cry BooHoo!"
"That's a noise," grinned the Grinch, "That I simply MUST hear!"
Look inside of yourself and look, are you becoming ‘kind to one another’?

Paul gives a second mandate, to be PP ‘tenderhearted’, which is the soft heart of compassion
Have you thought much about the meaning of the word compassion?
Did you know that PP passion means suffering, and com means with?
Tenderhearted Christians are those whom Jesus is changing through the Holy Spirit, and who 
emotionally feel the suffering of others and are willing to suffer with others
Imagine you see someone who has been let go at their work, and the old you would immediately 
think, What did he do to get fired?  Probably deserved it!
But when Christ begins to change you from the inside out, now your heart hurts for them, you 
feel deeply the fear of sudden unemployment, wondering how you will provide
Your heart is becoming kind, usably good, and you secretly send him a grocery store gift card
Can you look inside your own heart right now and see if you are becoming tenderhearted?

Christians who are becoming kind, and increasingly tenderhearted, will have the deep motivation 
to obey the third mandate, PP ‘forgiving one another’ 
The word PP ‘forgiving’ means to give grace to one who has hurt or offended you
It was their heart willingness to give grace that moved the Who’s to joyfully sing in Whoville 
even after they woke to find all their Christmas gifts were stolen:
		So he paused. And the Grinch put his hand to his ear.
And he did hear a sound rising over the snow.
It started in low. Then it started to grow.
But the sound wasn't sad! Why, this sound sounded merry!
It couldn't be so! But it WAS merry! VERY!
He stared down at Whoville! The Grinch popped his eyes!
Then he shook! What he saw was a shocking surprise!
Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small,
Was singing! Without any presents at all!
He HADN'T stopped Christmas from coming! IT CAME!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
You see, unforgiveness twists the heart of the offended, locking them in a prison of bitterness
To forgive is to give grace, dropping the charges, letting go of what the offender owes, setting the 
hurt heart free to joyfully love!
When your heart is becoming kind through the work of the Holy Spirit, full of usable goodness, 
and you are stirred to compassion, tenderhearted, seeing how locked up the person who 
hurt you really is, then, and only then will you do what John MacArthur says is the most 
God-like act humans can do…PP ‘as God in Christ forgave you.’ 4:32 
Forgiving one another is to give grace to one who does not deserve it, has not earned it, and may 
not have even apologized for the offense
Be becoming kind to each other, tenderhearted, and be forgiving of each other, our mandates

PP 2-The Means

The question I really want us to answer is: How can we become Christians who live like this?
Let’s return one more time to the Grinch, who hears the people of Whoville singing below
		And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow,
Stood puzzling and puzzling: "How could it be so?"
"It came with out ribbons! It came without tags!"
"It came without packages, boxes or bags!"
And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
"Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a store."
"Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!"
And what happened then? Well...in Whoville they say,
That the Grinch's small heart Grew three sizes that day!
And the minute his heart didn't feel quite so tight,
He whizzed with his load through the bright morning light,
And he brought back the toys! And the food for the feast!
And he, HE HIMSELF! The Grinch carved the roast beast!
Did you hear what the Grinch did, for it is the clue for our means to live these mandates
PP ‘And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore.’
Here is how you puzzle until your puzzler is sore: PP “[Consider] Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith”  Hebrews 12:2
PP “seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”  Colossians 3:1-2 
The Apostle Paul tells us in Ephesians 5, PP “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.”  Ephesians 5:1-2
Can you puzzle on that, think on that, meditate on that?
All humanity has rebelled against God, the creature risen up against the Creator, defying Him 
Who has only ever loved them
That cannot go unanswered, that cannot be unpunished or there is no justice in the universe!
His wrath will fall on all rebels, it cannot be avoided, unless, unless that wrath could be 
expended on One Who did not deserve it, who took the fall instead in our place
That Person, Paul tells us, is Jesus, the Son of God, Who ‘loved us and gave Himself up for us, 
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’  5:2
For any who trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of their rebellious sins, they are no longer an 
object of His wrath but the recipient of His mercy and now His child and He your Father
You did not deserve this, you did nothing to earn this, God did it all for you!
Can you imagine as we close, that you were there that day the leper fell at the feet of Jesus?
The disciples surely recoiled and gasped in indignation and outrage
A leper was the most loathsome human walking in the land of Israel, despised and feared, a 
walking contagion of death whom rabbis threw rocks at to drive away
This diseased man begged Jesus to make him clean, to heal him, and Jesus, perfectly full of 
kindness, tenderhearted compassion, put His hand on him and healed him
Can you imagine being in that crowd as Jesus healed that woman with a 12 year long bleeding 
issue that had destroyed her life and shackled her in shame? 
Can you imagine standing on that stark hilltop as Jesus was suffering on the cross?
When you really puzzle through this and fix the eyes of your faith on Jesus, can you not see Him 
raise His bloodied, battered chin to the heavens, and say, PP “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34 
Christian, the more you behold Jesus in the mirror of God’s Word which reflects Him so 
	perfectly, the Holy Spirit will do a deep work in you, changing you PP “into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 
You will be becoming kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another
Your heart, like the Grinch’s, won’t feel quite so tight, and will grow three sizes that day!
You will learn to love one another in the family of God, just like Jesus does
Pray 
Encourage people to join a Community Group this Fall to learn how to live these one anothers



