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Life Group Questions
Encounters on the Way
 Peter
 John 18:28-19:16
Discussion Questions 💬
The sermon discusses how Pilate knew Jesus was innocent but still condemned him due to fear. What are some ways that fear can cause us to compromise what we know is right?
· Pilate declared Jesus' innocence multiple times but ultimately gave in to pressure from the crowd because he feared losing his position and power.
· When was the last time you made a decision based on fear rather than what you knew was right, and how did that impact you?
In John 18:38, Pilate asks 'What is truth?' but doesn't wait for an answer. How does this reflect modern attitudes toward truth when it conflicts with our fears or desires?
· Pastor Laura points out how Pilate walked away without waiting for Jesus' answer, showing how fear can make us avoid confronting truth.
· In what areas of your life might you be avoiding truth because it's uncomfortable or challenging?
Pastor Laura shared how speaking Jesus' name brought peace during her father's medical crisis. How can actively declaring God's truth and presence help us combat fear in difficult situations?
· The sermon describes how speaking Jesus' name repeatedly in the hospital brought supernatural peace even when circumstances weren't changing.
· What specific fears are you facing right now that you need to surrender to God's peace and presence?
The sermon contrasts the religious leaders' focus on outward purity while orchestrating Jesus' death. How can we ensure our faith impacts our hearts and not just our external behavior?
· The Jewish leaders wouldn't enter Pilate's headquarters to stay ceremonially clean, while simultaneously plotting to kill Jesus.
· In what ways might you be more focused on appearing spiritual than actually growing closer to God?
Pastor Laura emphasized that 'fear cannot dominate a heart that is filled with the presence of God.' What practical steps from the sermon can we take to fill our hearts with God's presence instead of fear?
· The sermon outlined four specific ways to combat fear: pray honestly, speak Scripture, praise through fear, and speak Jesus' name.
· Which of these four practices do you find most challenging, and why?
Prayer 🙏
• Begin by sharing any prayer requests from the group.
• Ask God to help us name and bring our fears to Him, seeking His peace.
• Pray for the strength to stand in truth and faith rather than letting fear make decisions for us.
• Ask God to help us praise and worship Him through every circumstance, trusting in His authority and love.
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