Garden to Garden - Part 2
Personal Devotional Guide

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,

for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

In the crucifixion of Jesus, what appeared to be a tragic defeat was, in fact,
the greatest victory. This paradox challenges our understanding of success
and failure, reminding us that God's ways are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:9).
The cross, a symbol of suffering and shame, became the ultimate
demonstration of love and redemption (Romans 5:8). When life seems
backward, and we face situations that appear to be losses, we can trust that
God is working out His perfect plan, turning what seems like defeat into
victory. This perspective invites us to see beyond our immediate

circumstances and to have faith in God's greater purpose.

Reflection: Think of a situation in your life that seems like a defeat. How can

you trust God to turn it into a victory?



"Whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus.” (Romans 3:25-26)

The cross stands as the ultimate expression of God's love and justice. It is
where divine love meets divine justice, offering forgiveness to sinners while
upholding the righteousness of God. Jesus' sacrifice on the cross solved the
unsolvable problem of how God can demonstrate to us both love and justice.
This profound truth invites us to marvel at the depth of God's wisdom and
grace. Let us reflect upon the cross and be reminded of the cost of our

redemption and God'’s incredible love for each of us.

Reflection: How does understanding the cross as both love and justice change

your view of God's character?



"Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day
many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then
will | declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.”” (Matthew 7:21-23)

Judas' betrayal of Jesus with a kiss in Matthew 26 serves as a stark warning
against superficial faith and hidden disloyalty. It challenges us to examine our
own hearts for any signs of hypocrisy or pretense. True devotion to Christ
requires more than outward actions; it demands a heart fully surrendered to
Him, free from the influence of deceit and betrayal. This reflection calls us to a
deeper, more authentic relationship with Jesus, where our actions align with

our professed faith.

Reflection: Are there areas in your life where your actions do not match your

professed faith? How can you align them today?



"Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that
will stand.” (Proverbs 19:21)

Peter's impulsive act of violence in the garden (Matthew 26:51) contrasts with
Jesus' submission to God's plan. This scene demonstrates the foolishness of
relying on our own strength and understanding. Instead, we are called to trust
in God's sovereignty, recognizing that His plans are far greater than our own
impulsive reactions. In moments of uncertainty or when we feel the urge to
take matters into our own hands, let us be reminded to seek God's guidance

and to trust that He is in control.

Reflection: Is there an area of your life where you struggle to trust God's plan?

How can you surrender it to Him today?



"But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit
are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from

doing the things you want to do.” (Galatians 5:16-17)

The disciples’ failure to stand by Jesus highlights the weakness of the flesh
and the necessity of the Holy Spirit. As believers, we face the choice between
living by the flesh or walking in the Spirit. The latter empowers us with
strength, courage, and conviction, enabling us to fulfill God's purposes and live
in alignment with His will. This daily choice requires intentionality and reliance

on the Holy Spirit to guide and sustain us in our walk with Christ.

Reflection: How can you intentionally choose to walk in the Spirit today?

What practical steps can you take to rely more on the Holy Spirit’'s guidance?



