
 

       
PP Schemes and Victories
Part 3-The Jeroboam Scheme 1 Kings 12:25-33, 2 Chronicles 13:15-20		10/28-29

Colleges all over our nation rising up in support of Hamas terrorists; support for LGBQ+ 
ideology spreading like wildfire; Ohio trying to pass the most permissive abortion law in
its history, ‘gray divorces’ (divorces after age 50) doubling between 1990 and 2015, 80% 
of single parent families led by mothers leaving 25% of our nation's youth with no active
father; 85 % of kids with behavioral disorders and 70% of addicted teens coming from
fatherless homes
Is there something behind these troubling statistics and movements?
Or, terribly and recently, is there something other than mental illness behind mass shootings?
We are continuing the Schemes and Victories series today and the answer to that question is, yes!
Turn with me to 1 Kings 12:25 and I invite you to stand and follow along as I read this passage

PP 1-The sin of Jeroboam

King Solomon of Israel had 700 wives, many of them from other nations to form alliances, but 
with these wives came their country’s gods, leading Solomon’s heart away in idolatry
So God judged Solomon, and split the kingdom of Israel into northern and southern kingdoms
This civil war happened during his son Rehoboam’s reign, when a foreman that Solomon had 
hired led the northern kingdom to revolt and become its own nation
But those who cause division never really do learn to trust for what goes around comes around
Jeroboam lived in fear that his nation, won by coup, might be lost and return to Rehoboam
PP “And Jeroboam said in his heart, ‘Now the kingdom will turn back to the house of David. 
If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the
heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they
will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.’”  1 Kings 12:26-27
So he forged two golden calves, one each for two pagan temples at the northern and southern
	end of his kingdom, and then ordained false priests for each
Jeroboam did a thing, verse 30, and it became a sin, a snare for Israel, God’s people
What we saw last week, and what we’ll uncover the next 3 weeks, is that at the root of false gods
and false religions are personal, powerful demonic entities
The Apostle Paul also made this clear: PP “I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to 
demons and not to God.” 1 Corinthians 10:20 
The sin of Jeroboam was idolatry and if we aren’t careful, our modern minds might think of this 
as archaic worship of ancient pagan peoples who once bowed down before statues 
But Ezekiel tells us that idolatry is really an internal problem: PP “Son of man, these men have
taken their idols into their hearts” Ezekiel 14:3 
To understand idolatry, we have to understand that God has hard-wired every person to worship, 
to reach beyond itself, to find contentment for life by trusting Him
He wants us to be satisfied in Him, to know His great love for us and love Him in return
But the greatest angel in heaven, Lucifer, morning star, became filled with pride and led a revolt 
of ⅓ of the angels in heaven, and God cast them out and shipwrecked them to earth
He slithered to Adam and Eve in Eden and put a suspicion in their hearts that maybe God was 
holding out on them, not really good to them, keeping them from their best life now
So Eve took and ate, this is false worship, from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, this is 
the idol, with a heart full of desire to be like God, this is the motivation of her heart
Adam was with her the whole time and he ate too, with the same idolatrous desires
PP Idolatry is an internal motivation to trust something or someone other than God to fulfill the 
insatiable desires of the heart
By internal motivation, I mean a strong desire, dream, craving, demand, lust and by external 
	promise I mean anything or anyone who promises to satisfy us
Jeroboam wanted control of God’s kingdom of Israel, and like Satan, he caught the people of 
God in the snare of idolatry through a devilish scheme, and we discover he succeeded

PP 2-The way of Jeroboam

As you read 1 and 2 Kings, you’ll discover the phrase Jeroboam ‘made Israel to sin’ occurs
20x’s, always connected to idolatry
You will also see a subtle shift in wording occur
It begins like this: PP “And [God] will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, which 
he sinned and made Israel to sin.”  1 Kings 14:16 
Here is the shift when we see the generations that followed Jeroboam:  PP “He did what was evil 
in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of Jeroboam and in his sin which he 
made Israel to sin.” 1 Kings 15:34 
What started as sin became the way, the course of life, the culture of the people of God
Now listen carefully, especially us fathers here: PP The sin of Jeroboam became the way of his 
children and grandchildren
Men, like it or not, our lives have a direct effect on those who follow us in our family line!
Your sin of idolatry can become the way of your children, passing from generation to generation 
until God rescues 
This is as true of the influence of your own father as it is your influence of your children
God warned His people: PP “You shall not bow down to them or serve [idols]; for I the Lord 
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to 
thousands[a] of those who love me and keep my commandments.”   Deut 5:9-10
PP John Piper helpfully says, "No innocent child has ever been punished for a father’s sins; only 
guilty children are punished and are guilty of the very sins that their fathers sinned."
God is not angry at you because of your father’s sins, nor is He punishing for them, you are not 
under a generational curse that has doomed you to a life of calamity
The bible guards against the idea of generational curses telling us, PP “The soul who sins shall 
die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the 
iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.”  Ezekiel 18:20
What we need to know is this: PP Fathers, we are not islands to ourselves, for the way we live 
affects others, no one more than our family line after us
Both sin and righteousness have a corporate effect, meaning they influence others, and this is 
something that we tend to forget in our individualistic American culture
Our idolatry will affect our children and grandchildren, as will our righteousness living
For those with ungodly, idolatrous fathers, God’s grace rescues and redeems, but we need to get 
real with idolatry in our hearts so let me help you see it more clearly

*It’s a Saturday, and you had a hard week and you want nothing more than to escape the pressure
A crescendo of desire begins deep within, anticipating the happiness of relief about to be gained 
	when you crack open that bottle
You go to the store, hand over the cash or swipe the card and make your sacrifice for the alcohol
You get home and lift the drink to your lips poured out your offering to the god of bliss
There are temples to this god all over, now in our grocery stores for accessibility, and their 
priests, celebrities and ads promise happiness with their smiling faces 
All the while, rulers, authorities and cosmic forces are working in the shadows to keep  people
in the ruin and shambles of addiction
*Recently. The Powerball Lottery reached 1.73 billion dollars 
You saw this, and you begin to imagine the happiness you’d have if you won that money
You go to the many temples and sacrifice your cash for $2 tickets, or $3 if you want the ‘power 
play’ ticket
You guard that precious ticket like a child, looking at the numbers repeatedly, hoping, dreaming 
of winning, and the lottery commission priests with their ads stir up your worship
*You are nervous, the prom is coming up, and you don’t want to be the only one of your friends
without a date sitting at home, that is humiliating and crushing
If only you could get the nerve to ask that girl out, or please God, you pray, let that boy ask me
You drop hints testing the waters, your friends send signals to set it up, all the while you are
terrified it might not happen and exhilarated that it might!
*You have a terrible day at work and you just want to get home because there you have an 
alternate universe awaiting you, where only pleasure exists, the world of porn 
The temple of the internet with its priests and priestesses of actors offer an endless promise of 
satisfaction, if you will just sacrifice your integrity and defile your conscience
Idolatrous hearts find their way to Amazon, FB Marketplace, eBay, Zillow, and they stockpile 
rooms in the temples of IRA’s and stock investments
In America, we can find every imaginable idol in a temple always near us, with an uncountable 
class of priests promising the fulfillment of our every desire
All the while, our idolatrous hearts are affecting our families, and embedding them into the way 
of our lives, the culture of our families
PP "Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs.”  Jonah 2:8 
But God rescues His people, and He rescues us from the tragic effects of our father’s idolatries if 
we will trust in Him and we are about to see this take place 

PP 3-The end of Jeroboam

If you recall from last week, we are given a spiritual armor to stand against the schemes of Satan
That armor is almost entirely defensive, and we said that ‘We don’t fight for victory, we fight 
from victory’, the victory that Jesus Christ has already won
It is a very difficult lesson for us American pragmatic, do-something Christians to learn that we 
are to wield the sword of the Spirit, the scriptures, while we get on our knees and pray!
Jeroboam represents very well our arch foe, the devil
He led a civil war as Satan did in heaven; he led Israel away from God as Satan did ⅓ of the 
angels; he created a false religion complete with false gods with false priests and 
prophets; and like the devil, Jeroboam will meet his end by God Himself
In 2 Chronicles 13, we find that Jeroboam had mustered a massive army and surrounded the 
much smaller army of Judah
Jeroboam was no slouch of a military commander, and he snuck half of his soldiers unnoticed 
behind the army of Judah in a classic pincer maneuver
The men of Judah cried out to the Lord, PP “And when the men of Judah shouted, God 
defeated Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.  The men of Israel fled 
before Judah, and God gave them into their hand.  Abijah and his people struck them 
with great force, so there fell slain of Israel 500,000 chosen men.” 2 Chron. 13:15-17
It was much later, after Jeroboam died, that godly king Josiah would pull down the false temples, 
burning their altars and put to death their false priests
Modern sensibilities cringe hearing this, but half measures will never work against idolatry
Idols weave their way into our fleshly desires, and must be torn out through repentance
And that leads us to a decision we all must make
We have seen the devastating effects that idolatry has not only in our lives but those of our 
families and communities as our sin can easily become ‘the way’ for our children
Idols must be removed from our hearts, and can as we repent and God’s cleansing fire purifies us
Listen to the final words of John in PP 1 John, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” 21 
Do you need to confess and repent today of any idols that you have not kept yourself from?  
Do you know that God always called Israel to repent publicly of their idols?
I invite you to do the same right now…




