
HE IS RISEN.
Easter is the day we gape over an empty tomb, stuff our faces with ham and
chocolate, and celebrate Jesus RISING FROM THE ACTUAL DEAD. 

Jesus didn't go through the gruesome experience of Good Friday so that we
could try to be morally impressive people who are generally a little busier on
Sundays than the average Joe. No, Jesus went through it all so that dead
people could come alive - and then He went ahead and proved it by doing it
Himself. 

In rising from the dead, Jesus successfully annihilated sin, the devil, and
DEATH ITSELF forever. Through His death and resurrection, we have hope in  
our own resurrections, reunions with the people we've loved, and abundant
and eternal life. 

And for the time being, that same Spirit that rose Jesus from the dead? He
lives IN YOU. Read that again. The same Spirit that rose Jesus from the dead
Lives. In. You. 

So each Easter (and really, every Sunday can be a mini Easter), we celebrate
miraculous and life-changing resurrection. We sit in the immense love our
Father has for us. We experience transformation by the power of the Holy
Spirit. We look forward to the hope we have of eternal life and epic reunions.
Because Jesus has risen. He is risen indeed. Hallelujah! 

he is risen indeed, alleluia!



Luke 24:1-6
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women
bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!

Luke 24:33-39
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven
and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has
risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on
the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and
said to them, “Peace be with you.”
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have
flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no
hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that
God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

Romans 8:11
The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God
raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this
same Spirit living within you.

John 11:25-26
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in
me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will
never die. Do you believe this?”

In the bible.



Feel free to talk through some or all of these questions

1.) What sticks out to you in the above verses? 
2.) Put yourself in the women and disciples' shoes. What do you think
they were thinking and feeling throughout all this?
3.) What are some things this story/these verses tell you about God?
4.) How does the reality of resurrection change your reality?

TAKE TEN:

- How did you see God work in your life this week?

- What has God been teaching you in His Word? 

- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian
friends? 

- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)

- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you
about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

Questions.


