Andover Christian Center — October 21, 2026

Proverbs 15:15
15 All the days of the afflicted are evil,
But he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.

Proverbs 15:15 (YLT)
15 All the days of the afflicted [are] evil, And gladness of heart [is] a perpetual banquet.

Proverbs 15:15 (AMPC)
15 All the days of the desponding and afflicted are made evil [by anxious thoughts and forebodings],
but he who has a glad heart has a continual feast [regardless of circumstances].

Proverbs 15:15 (EASY)
15 Every day is difficult, if you have trouble in your mind. But if you are happy, every day is like a
feast.

Proverbs 15:15 (TLB)
15 When a man is gloomy, everything seems to go wrong; when he is cheerful, everything seems

right!

Proverbs 15:15 (NLT)
15 For the despondent, every day brings trouble; for the happy heart, life is a continual feast.

Proverbs 15:15 (MSG)
15 A miserable heart means a miserable life; a cheerful heart fills the day with song.

Proverbs 17:22
22 A merry heart does good, like medicine, But a broken spirit dries the bones.

Proverbs 17:22 (AMPC)
22 A happy heart is good medicine and a cheerful mind works healing, but a broken spirit dries up the
bones.

Proverbs 17:22 (NLT)
22 A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s strength.

Proverbs 17:22 (MSG)
22 A cheerful disposition is good for your health; gloom and doom leave you bone-tired.

2 Corinthians 6:3-10

3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. 4 But in all things we
commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 5 in
stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 6 by purity, by
knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by
the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor and
dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

1 Peter 1:6-9

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various
trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though
it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom




having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith -- the salvation of your souls.

Romans 5:1-5

1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Romans 12:9-13

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to
one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in
prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.

1 Peter 4:12-13

12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that
when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.

Acts 5:22-32

22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 23
saying, "Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors;
but when we opened them, we found no one inside!" 24 Now when the high priest, the captain of the
temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be. 25 So
one came and told them, saying, "Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple
and teaching the people!"

26 Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the
people, lest they should be stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council. And the high priest asked them, 28 saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in
this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's
blood on us!"

29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men. 30
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God has
exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to
those who obey Him."

Acts 5:33-34

33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them. 34 Then one in the council stood
up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and
commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while.

Acts 5:38-42

38 And now | say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is
of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it -- lest you even be found
to fight against God."

40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed
from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching
Jesus as the Christ.




Acts 16:16-26

16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul
and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us
the way of salvation." 18 And this she did for many days.

But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ
to come out of her." And he came out that very hour. 19 But when her masters saw that their hope of
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities.
20 And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, "These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble
our city; 21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe."
22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.
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