Holy Spirit

1. Intro
a. I don’t know how to play chess.
i. I know how … in a sense.
1. I know what the pieces do … I know what has to happen in order for me to win … and I know what has to happen to keep you from winning.
2. But I’m not good at it – I can’t see more than two moves ahead and it feels like I’m coming up with a strategy as I go.
ii. I’ve really only played a few times – I don’t think I’ve ever won. 
1. But I’ve played people who know the game much better than I do and I almost always … almost win.
a. I create chaos – mostly unintentionally – and I usually hear comments like “I didn’t see that coming,” or “I’ve never seen that before.”
b. Today we are going to talk about the Holy Spirit.
i. We’ll talk about who the HS is.
1. And in some ways, the HS will look like the ultimate chess master – a divine strategist who sees the big picture we don’t see – and he has a preferred outcome.
ii. We’ll also look at what the HS is doing in you. 
1. Because this isn’t a game we sit back and watch.
a. The HS is shaping you – transforming you – so that you can be used – so the HS can work through you – for his purposes. 
c. But while he has a preferred outcome, we have the freedom to choose to participate or not.
i. The chess analogy breaks down here. 
1. We are pawns … but with free will.
ii. I hope you will choose to participate.
1. Invitation to a bigger purpose.

2. Who is the HS?
a. Some people think the HS is a power or an influencer – kind of like the force from Star Wars. 
i. But the Holy Spirit is a person — fully God, fully personal.
1. The Spirit is not an impersonal energy or “it.” 
2. “Person” doesn’t mean body, but it helps us understand him as a distinct part of the Trinity.
a. It will forever be mysterious – but let’s try to make it a little less complicated.
3. Jesus consistently refers to Him with personal pronouns and personal actions.
a. Jesus even tells us that it’s in our best interests for him to go away so the HS can come. (John 16:7)
ii. We’re told the HS teaches, reminds, guides, convicts, speaks, and intercedes (John 14:26; 16:8, 13; Romans 8:26–27).
1. He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30), resisted (Acts 7:51), and lied to (Acts 5:3).
2. He has a mind, will, and emotions.
3. Which means the Spirit is not a mystical force we “tap into,” nor a vague feeling. He is a divine Person who relates to us.
a. So we relate to the Spirit personally — listening, yielding, seeking His guidance, and walking in step with Him (Galatians 5:16, 25).
iii. So don’t sell him short.
1. The Spirit is not a lesser being or created force. He’s God and he’s equal too God.
a. He is eternal and present at creation (Genesis 1:2).
b. Lying to the Holy Spirit is the same as lying to God (Acts 5:3–4).
c. Jesus mentions the HS as an equal in the Godhead within the Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19)
d. The Spirit is God, we must not treat Him casually. He deserves the same reverence we give the Father and the Son.
Transition: The Holy Spirit is God the Spirit — eternal, personal, and present. 
· He is not a force to control but a divine Person.
· And he wants to live in us to make Christ known, to change us, and to build His church.
· Which leads us into what the HS does.

3. What does the HS do – specifically in us?
a. He has a two-part job to do – the first job is the work he does in us. He’s all about transformation.
i. This is the main thing Paul focuses on when talking about the HS.
1. The Spirit seals, saves, and rewires us from the inside out.
2. The Spirit that hovers over the waters in creation and brings breath to Adam is the same Spirit that hovers over the chaos of our lives seeking to bring about a renewed creation in us. 
ii. The Holy Spirit seals us. 
1. Ephesians 1:13 – “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.”
a. When we accept the truth of Jesus – that he is our Savior and our Lord – we get the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
i. There’s a permanent change in our ownership.
b. Image of the signet ring pressed in wax. 
i. The seal protects us and sets our eternal destiny.
iii. And the Holy Spirit sanctifies us.
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Romans 15:16 both mention this sanctifying work of the HS.
2. Sanctification is the ongoing work – process – of the HS to align our character with Jesus’s character.
a. The HS is transforming us into the likeness of Jesus.
i. Which we desperately need. 
1. He transforms us so that we can be usable. 
ii. We are a renewed creation.
iv. The Holy Spirits first job in you is about you – to mark you and to transform you into the likeness of Jesus.
1. You aren’t fully you until you are in the image of Jesus – and you can’t do it without the HS.
b. The second job the HS isn’t about you – it’s about working through you to make Jesus famous.
i. This is the main thing John and Luke focus on when talking about the HS.
1. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my WITNESSES in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
2. And then, the very next chapter, the Holy Spirit came in power on the Day of Pentecost in a striking display of tongues of fire (Acts 2:1-4).
a. Which led to the disciples walking out on a balcony – and using their tongues to profess the good news of Jesus.
3. The HS’s power in us turns us into witnesses – it turns us into people who give an account of Jesus. 
a. The Holy Spirit pushes us to speak.
ii. Which makes sense because the Holy Spirit is a talker.
1. He speaks to us most clearly through scripture.
a. He inspired the Scriptures we read – (2 Peter 1:20–21).
b. If you ever want to know what God may be saying to you, through the HS, read his word. It’s the most clear and reliable form.
2. But sometimes the HS talks to us through third parties – parents, teachers, preachers, counselors, colleagues, and kids.
a. Teens – if you have godly parents, the things they are saying to you may be wisdom from an older person, or it may be HS inspired messages.
i. Sometimes it’s both.
ii. It’s the HS using us to speak his message.
b. But it can go the other way too – parents, has your toddler ever given you some HS conviction?
i. It’s happened in my life.
ii. It’s the HS using our kids to speak his message.
3. And sometimes he speaks to us directly.
a. Sometimes we feel a conviction, or have a thought, or get a prompting to do or say something.
i. The HS prompts us all the time … but this is the most dangerous way for the HS to talk to us.
1. Because we feel all sorts of things … and we think all sorts of things … and just because we think or feel something doesn’t mean it’s of the HS. 
b. So we measure anything we think the HS says to us through scripture. 
i. It’s the same with the words we get from others around us.
ii. If the message you get contradicts scripture, then you aren’t hearing the HS.
c. The big idea is that the HS is all about making us witnesses to the power of Jesus.
i. Sometimes the HS is like an orchestra conductor.
1. If you’ve ever felt compelled to say something to someone only to find out it was incredibly impactful, that may have been the HS.
2. If you’ve ever been prompted to go somewhere but you don’t know why – and then once you were there it became clear – that may have been the HS.
3. If you’ve ever said something really smart or wise – and then wondered where that came from – that may have been the HS.

Transition: Let’s take these two ideas and bring them together.
· First, the HS is all about transformation in you. And second, the HS is all about using you to speak for the sake of making Jesus famous.
· But there is a third component that we rarely think about or speak to.
· The work of the HS is most frequently done in community.
· We’ve already seen that a little bit – he uses your words to sharpen others – and other’s words to sharpen you.
· But that’s just the tip of the iceberg.

4. The Role of Community
a. The HS gives us evidence of his work in us – we call it the fruit of the Spirit.
i. It’s a list of 9 characteristics found in Galatians 5 – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
1. It isn’t comprehensive – there are other things like humility, forgiveness, and gratitude that could be on the list. 
a. AND if you are a Jesus Follower – if you have made Jesus your Savior and your Lord – but you don’t see these fruit growing in you … it means you’re probably working against the HS.
ii. The Spirit needs evidence of his work in you because of the work he is trying to do through you.
1. The evidence of the HS becomes powerful when it’s able to be … witnessed by others. 
2. We talked about being a witness earlier - being a witness requires … an audience.
3. The work the HS is doing in you can become the message that someone else needs.
4. So, the list of the fruit of the Spirit is of no use if you live in isolation.
a. How can you express love or joy or peace in isolation?
i. How can you express patience, kindness, goodness, or gentleness in isolation?
ii. Humility, faithfulness, self-control, gratitude and forgiveness – all become powerful works of the HS when done in community.
b. Every fruits ultimate goal is service to the community. 
b. And there’s more. The HS also gives us gifts and abilities.
i. There are lists in multiple places in the NT – they aren’t comprehensive but give us a taste of what they look like.
1. 1 Corinthians 12 mentions, wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues and interpreting tongues.
2. Romans 12 mentions prophecy, service, teaching, encouragement, generosity, leadership, and mercy.
3. Peter, in 1 Peter 4, makes it simpler. 
a. He says there are gifts to speak and gifts to serve.
ii. The one thing all of these gifts have in common is their function inside of a community.
1. Every single gift is not to the benefit of the one who is gifted with the ability. 
a. Every single gift is designed to serve or meet the need of another. It’s not about you.
iii. In fact, Paul, in 1 Corinthians 13 – just after the list in previous chapter where he mentions speaking in tongues – Paul explains that there is no value to speaking in tongues if there is no ability for the community to know what was said. 
1. The gift isn’t about the self as if the gift somehow elevates your status. 
a. No – the gift is for the community to be built up. 
iv. The gifts God has given – the spiritual gifts the HS has given you – are to be used to the benefit of the community.
c. And … how do you know what gifts you have?
i. Community.
ii. In 1 Corinthians 12 the body metaphor assumes mutual recognition — the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you.” 
1. The gifts the HS gives you will become visible as you serve, speak, care, teach, organize, encourage, and intercede together.
iii. When you live in community – you’ll get feedback whether you want it or not.
1. A few years ago, one of my sons got together with some friends for an evening of video games.
a. One of his friends had been bragging about how good he was at a certain game.
i. That night they found out … he wasn’t good … but he didn’t know until he played in community.
2. Do you remember playing in your youth?
a. Baseball … basketball … football … kickball … tag … hide and seek … climbing trees …
b. It doesn’t matter what you played … playing with other kids is how you found out what you were good at and what you weren’t good at. 
c. Or maybe it was school and reading or writing or art class.
i. Or maybe it was choir … or band … 
d. One of the ways you found out you had a talent or skill … or you found out you didn’t have a talent or skill … was when you were in community with other people.
i. You could see the differences between you and your peers.
ii. And people would tell you, “you’re good at that.”
3. When you surround yourself with other Jesus Followers, they will naturally begin to identify and call out the gifts you have. 
a. And not only will it get called out, but you’ll also have opportunities to practice those gifts within that same community.
iv. Community both uncovers what He has given and becomes the arena in which those gifts are practiced.
1. If you don’t think you have a gift of the Holy Spirit – it may be that you just don’t have community.

5. Conclusion
a. The big idea is that the HS is moving you into the places you need to be so that God’s purposes move forward.
i. He’s transforming you. He’s gifting you. He’s given you a message. 
1. All so that you can impact the world around you.
a. It’s the idea we’ve used a few times the last couple of months – In Frankfort as it is in heaven.
b. The HS deeply wants to make Jesus famous in Frankfort.
i. You get to choose whether or not you will participate.
ii. Can you imagine?
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