
THE CALLING WE HEAR PT. II 

EXODUS 4:1-31 

I. Intro  

A. Moving into our next section of Exodus  

1. Chapter 3 

a) God calls Moses to Himself and gives him a task  

b) God reveals Himself in holiness, majesty, and intimacy  

c) Moses responds somewhat confused by God’s call  

(1) Who am I  

(2) Who are You 

d) 40 years after he first attempts to free his brothers, now is the time that God chooses 

(1) Reminds us that God’s timing is often different than ours  

(2) Learn to trust God’s timing in our lives  

(3) God never calls us to something that He Himself won’t enable us in 

(4) God gives us His presence and His promises as proof of His call in our lives  

2. Chapter 4 

a) We will now examine the conflict within Moses. What could have passed as humility with the first two 
questions now turns to skepticism and doubt, and yet God is still compassionately giving room and space 
for it!  

b) God continues to show and instruct Moses about what is to come  

c) God teaches about His sovereignty over all things, including men’s hearts 

3. Big picture: God’s call in our lives is powerfully demonstrated, graciously accommodated, sovereignly 
decreed, and lovingly embraced.  

B. Read, declare, thank, pray 

II. The Conflict  

A. Moses voices the question that we might all think to ourselves if we were in his shoes: what If I am rejected by the 
elders of the people? Again, a question which could be coming from a place of humility, but given the proof that 
God already gave Moses, it is more likely that Moses is wrestling with his own doubt.  

1. Notice the compassion of God towards Moses. Moses doesn’t actually ask God a question, he makes a 
statement of the efficacy of God: this isn’t going to work. Yet, God does not get angry or respond with rejecting 
him as His chosen instrument. He calmly addresses the question in Moses heart.  

a) God knows us and knows what is are the issues we face deep down: fear, insecurity, doubt, pride…and 
works with us in those things!  

B. What if I am rejected? [Exodus 4:1-9]  

a) Doubting the efficacy of God’s promises to His people.  



b) Given 3 signs of his success:  

(1) Sign of the serpent/staff 

(a) Staff being the primary tool of shepherds, which would not be an impressive sight to Pharaoh, yet 
will in the end become a dread object to him. God takes what looks unimpressive and uses it in 
mighty ways 

(b) Historical enemy of man 

i) Garden of Eden, the promise of the Redeemer crushing the head of the serpent  

(c) The symbol of kingly power in Egypt, on the crown of every Pharaoh.  

(d) God is the true sovereign. He alone gives deliverance from oppressors. He is also the God of 
creation, it was not difficult for Him to create an animate serpent out of an inanimate staff  

(2) Sign of leprosy  

(a) Ultimate symbol of contamination. Brought about separation from community. Brought death.  

(b) God showing that He is the God of life and death, of health and sickness. Though they are unclean, 
they will be made clean. He has hidden them in His bosom  

i) “He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them 
in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” - Isaiah 40:11 

(3) Sign of blood 

(a) God anticipates Moses’ possible reaction for doubt and preemptively addresses it by giving yet 
another sign of success  

(b) Nile was the source of wealth and prosperity for the Egyptian, along with being the source of their 
deities.  

(c) Showing that He has power over their gods, as well as their source of wealth and prosperity.  

(d) God is the one who raises up and casts down  

i) “but it is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another” - Psalm 75:7 

2. What if I am not good enough? [Exodus 4:10-17]  

a) Doubting God’s ability to use him despite his sense of inadequacy  

(1) How does this square with Stephen’s description in Acts 7 about Moses being great in word and deed? 
Shows Moses’ weakness of his flesh; his timidity in accepting such a task, trying to find any way out of 
it!  

(a) Compare with Paul 

i) “ For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his 
speech of no account.”- 2 Corinthians 10:10 

ii) “Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we have 
made this plain to you in all things” - 2 Corinthians 11:6 

iii) Paul was a man who, though highly educated and brilliant, was less than impressive in person. 
With Paul we see God using a man to accomplish His work despite the failings or weaknesses 



of the flesh. The biggest thing that was being communicated was Jesus Christ and the triumph 
and truth of the cross!  

b) God is angry, yet merciful for He sees that this obstinacy is rooted in a weakness of Moses’ flesh. 
Compassionately gives Moses two helps: Aaron and the staff.  

(1) Aaron is Moses’ blood brother. Aaron’s family line is chosen by God to be the priesthood. Aaron would 
speak as the interpreter, and Moses would be the authority of God.  

(2) The staff reminds us that God takes even that which is lowly to shame the proud. The shepherds staff 
vs. Pharaoh’s kingly rod  

(a) “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But nGod chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
so that no human being= might boast in the presence of God. And because of Him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” - 1 Corinthians 
1:26-31 

III. The Conversion [Exodus 4:18-31]  

A. Embracing the call [Exodus 4:18-27]  

1. Setting aside all ties to former life  

a) Comparison between Moses and Pharaoh. Even though Moses pushed back against God on his call, in the 
end he embraced the call. Pharaoh will be given numerous chances to obey God and worship Him, yet he 
refuses time and time again.  

(1) Pharaoh’s heart will be hardened to the wonders and message of God.  

(a) Pharaoh hardens his heart “But when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart 
and would not listen to them, as the LORD had said” - Exodus 8:15 

(b) God hardens Pharaoh’s heart “But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen 
to them, as the LORD had spoken to Moses.” - Exodus 9:12 

(c) “The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He will.” - 
Proverbs 21:1 

(2) God is the God of men’s hearts. He has a sovereign purpose behind Pharaoh’s hardening, which was 
to demonstrate His power and might to the world, that His people would be redeemed. God has a 
sovereign purpose for every single person; whether that purpose is to demonstrate the justice of God, 
or to demonstrate the mercy of God.  

(a) “He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom 
I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show 
My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then He has mercy 
on whomever He wills, and He hardens whomever He wills.” - Romans 9:15-18 

(b) ““None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned 
aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” - Romans 3:10-12 

(c) “And He said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless it is granted him by the 
Father.” - John 6:65 



(d) Consider the mercy of God to call His children to Himself, and to draw us to Him! We are more like 
Pharaoh than we are Moses. We harden our hearts to God. We harden our hearts to the plight of 
our fellow humankind. We harden our hearts to the love of God.  

(e) “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of 
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” - Ezekiel 36:26 

(f) We must seek God to change our hearts! If there is even a hint of a desire to love God and worship 
Him, we know that this is proof that God is already at work in our hearts to soften it and to instruct 
us in His mercy. This removing our stubborn, hard hearts takes an act of the Holy Spirit poured into 
us which kick starts this wonderful transformation! The role of the Holy Spirit is to point to Jesus, 
and to give confirmation to His children that they are in fact His. This warms and softens our heart 
when we are reminded of the grace and love of God in the face of Jesus Christ!  

2. Seal of the Covenant: circumcision  

a) Awkward story of Moses almost dying by God, and his son being circumcised by his wife….kind of a weird 
scene. This is why it is fun to go through the Bible verse by verse! :-) 

b) “He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, 
whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 
both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So 
shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” - 
Genesis 17:12-14 

(1) To be a Hebrew, yet uncircumcised, was terrible in Gods sight.  

c) Without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin, nor is there any true covenant made. God 
makes the covenant with Abraham by shedding animal blood, circumcision was the sign and seal of being 
a part of that covenant. Abraham kills a ram instead of his son Isaac.  

d) Zipporah knew what to do in order to save her husband. Perhaps God had sent an angel to announce 
Moses’ doom? Not explicitly stated, yet by her actions we see that they knew what they needed to do. 
Zipporah wins back her husband by circumcising her son; Moses was as good as dead, and she saw him 
brought back to life; she had the chance to renew her marriage to him through the blood of her son.  

(1) Weakness of Moses to give in to his wife’s distaste for his people’s covenant; which is why she threw it 
at his feet. Moses had embraced the Midianite way of life, shedding that to fully embrace his identity as 
a Hebrew.  

e) Jesus is the One whose blood is shed to make the New Covenant of grace.  

(1) Seal of the New Covenant: circumcision of the heart by the Spirit  

(2) “But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter” - 
Romans 2:29 

(3) God’s Spirit cuts away the sin in our lives, and gives us love for God, and the ability to obey God. This 
cutting away of sin’s penalty and power is done by God’s Spirit. Graciously removing sin in our lives 

(4) We must count the cost of being one of God’s children.  

(5) “So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple” - Luke 
14:33 

f) Death and Resurrection are signs of the new life. The old has gone, the new has come  



g) Baptism is the sign of being in the covenant family of God. Jesus’ death and resurrection is the true 
baptism for His people. All other baptisms are us declaring that we see ourselves as connected to His 
baptism for our sins.  

(1) “How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” - Romans 6:2-4 

h) Fully embracing the call of God in Christ Jesus means to give up all former manner of life, to see myself as 
eternally part of this new family, and to live out this faith in a way which shows the world that I am a part of 
it!  

B. Evidence of the call [Exodus 4:28-31]  

1. Aaron was sent out by God to meet Moses  

2. Moses does the signs that God gave and was received by the Israelites as proof  

a) They seemed ready to receive the word that God gave them through Moses  

(1) Very quickly they will reject God. Short-lived fruit  

(a) “For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by 
Moses?” - Hebrews 3:16 

(b)  “And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, 
immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, 
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.” - Mark 
4:16-17 

3. “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” - Hebrews 3:15 

a) Do you hear God’s call in your life to know Him, to embrace His love and forgiveness given through His 
Son Jesus Christ? If so, do not harden your hearts to Him, but fully embrace this wonderful love and 
holiness this morning. Turn to Him in faith, cry out to Him and He will hear you and draw near to you this 
day!  

b) Is God calling you to something that seems and feels enormous? Is He asking you to step out in faith in 
something? Trust Him! He is with you and will enable you to do what He is calling you to do!  

IV. Conclusion  

A. As the Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10, all of these things were written for our instruction, so that we might 
learn from them and embrace the call of God in our lives. Like Moses, God is calling out to each one of us to love, 
worship, and obey Him. Like Moses, we find that there is conflict in our hearts which only He can overcome. Like 
Moses there is blessing in embracing His call and fully taking on the identity of being called His child. When we turn 
to God in faith, His presence, His power, and His promises go with us always! May we be a church who lives out of 
this kind of confidence in Jesus who is Himself the presence, the power, and the promise of God! Let us pray.  

V. Response  

A. Confession: Lord, we confess that we have doubts, fears, insecurities, and stubbornness in our hearts to your call 
in our lives. 

B. Assurance: Thank You, Lord, that in Jesus You give us Your Spirit to help us hear Your call, to know Your love, and 
to live obediently to Your will. 

C. Giving  



D. Prayer 

E. Communion 

1. At the table we take the bread and wine remembering the new covenant that God has established through the 
shed blood of Christ. In taking the bread and wine we are declaring that we are part of this new covenant of 
grace. We are nourished in our souls with the grace of God shown in the face of His Son Jesus Christ. 


