
 

       
				  PP Immovable...Pray!
Psalm 67										9/11-12/2021

This past week a dear lady from church contacted me to let me know that she had lost her job
In her email she said, “I am distraught but am confident that our Heavenly Father will protect 
me. My sadness also stems from the possibility that I may have to move out of this area
and lose my joy of worshiping at Cornerstone Church....”
Church, how do you respond when the ground beneath your feet begins to shift, when life takes a
drastic turn, when events come that you never foresaw?
How can you be immovable in your faith in the midst of life’s upheavals?

In high school, I often spent school breaks working in my dad’s construction company, and on 
one job I was standing on a 30 foot high scaffolding working on the wood panel ceiling
of a church
My brother, who knew I wasn’t comfortable at that height, scrambled down the scaffolding to get
a tool, and when he was down on the ground, grabbed the base of the scaffolding and
began to shake it as hard as he could
Instinctively, I dropped to the planks on which I was perched, getting my base of gravity as low
as possible so I wouldn’t fall off
If you can picture that in your mind, then think for a moment on upheavals in life
Are you ready more than ever to drop to your knees and lower your center of gravity in prayer
If you want to become immovable in your confidence in God, then let’s develop hearts that pray
As we get ready to learn from Psalm 67, let me tell you that the past 3 months have been
extremely difficult, but good for me in my own life
So turn with me to Psalm 67, and let me share what the deeper lessons I am learning of how to
be immovable when my world shakes

PP 1-Pray with confidence in times of upheaval

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us, Selah” 67:1 
Would you let this point settle deeply for a moment?
Believer, God’s heart is filled with a longing to bless you
When your world begins to shake, and your soul drops to pray, it is knowing that God looks on 
you with favor that will begin to settle you back into peace
This truth is so certain in the Psalmist’s mind that he closes the Psalm the same way
“The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us.  God shall bless us; let all 
the ends of the earth fear him!” Psalm 67:6-7 
You may begin by asking God to bless in difficulty, but prayer moves that to the certainty he will
Christian, do you know that you know that God has a heart that will bless you?
The one whose faith is built on this truth finds stability when upheavals in life occur

Think for a moment even more deeply with me
Imagine you playing hide and seek outside at night and the seeker is allowed to have a flashlight
You are hiding behind a tree when the light sweeps closer to you, goes past your hiding place and
you think you are safely hidden
But a moment later the light flashes back and settles on the tree where you are, and you know
with a sinking feeling, you have been found
Bring that feeling into verse one: ‘make His face to shine upon us, Selah’ 67:1b
God turns His face to shine upon each one of us His children, finding them, and the look on His
face is not angry or scowling
And do you want to know the look on His face as He turns it toward you?
It is friendship, favor, warmth, the greatest blessing you can ever receive and the root of all other
true blessings you will ever receive in life
PP Charles Spurgeon said of the Christian: “Why should he fret when God smiles?...A look of
approval from God creates a deep, delightful calm within the soul.”  
And how, Christian, did you gain such approval, and such favor from God?
Certainly it was not through your moral efforts to be a good person, nor any degree of natural
beauty of your character or my own
We know better, and the truth is glorious
The truth is that PP “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.”  Romans 5:8
Jesus, the Son of God earned our favor for us, doing what we could not do
He lived a morally perfect life, a spotless lamb, sacrificed on the cross, paying for all our sins
The moment a sinner declares faith in this, the Father applies the payment for sins His Son made, 
removing all of the guilt and sin and giving new life
God, Who is perfectly holy cannot look with favor and a smile on a sinner
That sin had to be removed, and it is only through the redemption of Jesus that it can be

Christian, Jesus Christ has paid for every one of your sins, you are right with God and He blesses
you with His favor and friendship
Winds of change often blow into our lives with hurricane force and things that are not anchored
are shaken and blown away...but the one who lives consciously knowing the favor of God
will be stable
The one who prays in the confidence of this truth will find a refuge in the storm 

PP 2-Pray that God will be given glory from your life in times of upheaval

God’s blessings were never meant to end with us
He is gracious to us, blesses us, shines His face on us so “that Your way may be known on 
earth, Your saving power among all nations.”  67:2 
God’s redemptive love is so expansive, that He desires to save people from every nation, every
	group of people on earth
How the church lives will have an impact on how the people around us view our God
In fact the Psalmist said: “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
	Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and 
guide the nations upon earth. Selah  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 
peoples praise you!” Psalm 67:3-5 
Just like a work of art moves an admirer to praise the artist, and a marvelous building brings
praise to the architect, a blessed church full of grace brings glory to God  
Do you know what it means to glorify God?
PP To glorify God is to reveal, or show, or make clear God’s attributes and character
And when a church, a group of blessed Christians make God clear in their lives, He is given
great glory and the unsaved will not only praise Him, they will be saved
How can we be immovable in our faith in times of upheaval?
Prayer to our gracious God Who loves to bless us and show the world His glory through us

PP 3-Pray knowing that God is sovereign over every upheaval

You may be wondering why I am preaching about being immovable in our faith during times of
upheaval, through a Psalm where there’s no indication of an upheaval happening
The reason is found in discovering the meaning of a word in, of all places, James 1:2
PP “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds”  James 1:2 
PP ‘Count’ means to lead your mind, to make up your mind ahead of time to face trials with joy, 
how, “for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.”  James 1:3 
The time to prepare your faith for upheaval is now, before upheaval comes, and you do that by
knowing your God

And we can do that right now in Psalm 67 as we discover the name of God here mentioned 6x’s
PP “May God be gracious to us…”  Psalm 67:1 is Elohim, 
This name for God is found over 2600 times in the Bible
PP The basic meaning of Elohim is the God of supreme power and might, sovereignty
It is the God Who created all things, and has the right to rule over it all
It is the God of all might and all right, but there is another aspect to the name we need to know
The name is plural, representing the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Christian, it is the Triune God Who blesses you, is gracious to you, Whose face shines upon you
In times of upheaval, you pray to God, to Elohim, and the Father, Son and Spirit tend to you
And you, as well as I, gather that knowledge now in the storehouse of our hearts, and when
difficulty comes, and our hearts are squeezed like a hand does a tube of toothpaste, what
will come out of us?
The Psalmist tells us the answer…‘praise’, worship as we ‘fear Him!’

As I close, I will tell you what has deepened by way of learning in these past few months
PP It is in suffering, in the sharpest of trials that we experience the most intimate times with God 
And in these past few months, what has developed in me is a treasuring of the moment when I
turn off my headboard light and begin to pray as I drift off into sleep
I remember as a young boy when I would have a nightmare and my mom would come in and
settle me down, and just sit on the bed with her hand on me until I drifted back to sleep
Prayer has become for me God sitting next to me on my bed, His righteous right hand on me, as I
peacefully go to sleep
I am reminded nightly, and throughout the day, He is sovereign, He is gracious, His smile is upon
me because of the sacrifice of His Son, and I am immovable even as my world shakes
Brothers and sisters, when your world begins to shake, drop to your knees and pray to the 
Sovereign God Who blesses you, that the world may see the glory of God!
Amen...Pray


