








During the third year of 
King Jehoiakim’s reign 
in Judah, King 
Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and beseiged 
it. The LORD gave him 
victory over King 
Jehoiakim of Judah and 
permitted him to take



some of the sacred 
objects from the 
Temple of God. So 
Nebuchadnezzar took 
them back to the land 
of Babylonia and placed 
them in the treasure-
house of his god. 
                Daniel 1:1-2  NLT



Then the king ordered 
Ashpenaz, his chief of 
staff, to bring to the 
palace some of the 
young men of Judah’s 
royal family and other 
noble families, who had 
been brought to 
Babylon as captives.



“Select only strong, 
healthy, and good-
looking young men,” he 
said. “Make sure they are 
well versed in every 
branch of learning, are 
gifted with knowledge 
and good judgment, and 
are suited to serve in the 
royal palace.



Train these young men in 
the language and 
literature of Babylon.” 
The king assigned them a 
daily ration of food and 
wine from his own 
kitchens. They were to be 
trained for three years, 
and then they would 
enter the royal service.



Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah 
were four of the young 
men chosen, all from the 
tribe of Judah. The chief 
of staff renamed them 
with these Babylonian 
names: Daniel was called 
Belteshazzar. 



Hananiah was called 
Shadrach. Mishael was 
called Meshach. Azariah 
was called Abednego. 
                Daniel 1:3-7  NLT



Darius the Mede 
decided to divide the 
kingdom into 120 
provinces, and he 
appointed a high officer 
to rule over each 
province. The king also 
chose Daniel and two 
others as administrators



to supervise the high 
officers and protect the 
king’s interests. Daniel 
soon proved himself 
more capable than all 
the other 
administrators and high 
officers. 



Because of Daniel’s 
great ability, the king 
made plans to place him 
over the entire empire. 
               Daniel 6:1-3  NLT



Then the other 
administrators and high 
officers began searching 
for some fault in the 
way Daniel was 
handling government 
affairs, but they 
couldn’t find anything 
to criticize or condemn. 



He was faithful, always 
responsible, and 
completely trustworthy. 
So they concluded, “Our 
only chance of finding 
grounds for accusing 
Daniel will be in 
connection with the 
rules of his religion.”



So the administrators 
and high officers went 
to the king and said, 
“Long live King Darius! 
We are all in agreement 
- we administrators, 
officials, high officers, 
advisers, and governors 
- that the king should 



make a law that will be 
strictly enforced. Give 
orders that for the next 
thirty days any person 
who prays to anyone, 
divine or human - 
except to you, Your 
Majesty - will be thrown 
into the den of lions.



And now, Your Majesty, 
issue and sign this law so 
it cannot be changed, an 
official law of the Medes 
and Persians that 
cannot be revoked.” So 
King Darius signed the 
law. But when Daniel 
learned that the law had 
been signed, 



he went home and knelt 
down as usual in his 
upstairs room, with its 
windows open toward 
Jerusalem. He prayed 
three times a day, just as 
he had always done, 
giving thanks to his God. 
               Daniel 6:4-11  NLT



Spiritual 
Conviction



Then the other 
administrators and high 
officers began searching 
for some fault in the 
way Daniel was 
handling government 
affairs, but they 
couldn’t find anything 
to criticize or condemn.



He was faithful, always 
responsible, and 
completely trustworthy. 
So they concluded, “Our 
ONLY chance of finding 
grounds for accusing 
Daniel will be in 
connection with the rules 
of his religion.”  
                 Daniel 6:4-5  NLT





Personal 
Discipline



But when Daniel learned 
that the law had been 
signed, he went home and 
knelt down as usual in his 
upstairs room, with its 
windows open toward 
Jerusalem. He prayed three 
times a day, just as he had 
always done, giving thanks 
to his God. 
                   Daniel 6:10-11  NLT





Daniel soon proved 
himself more capable 
than all the other 
administrators and high 
officers. Because of 
Daniel’s great ability, the 
king made plans to place 
him over the entire 
empire. 
                     Daniel 6:3  NLT



Willful 
Obedience





But when Daniel learned 
that the law had been 
signed, he went home and 
knelt down as usual in his 
upstairs room, with its 
windows open toward 
Jerusalem. He prayed three 
times a day, just as he had 
always done, giving thanks 
to his God. 
                   Daniel 6:10-11  NLT



Conviction 
Discipline 
Obedience




