
 

       
PP Jesus Is…
Part 2-Exodus 12:14-20, Jesus, the Unleavened Bread				4/1-2/2023	

PP (Festival Chart) There are 7 feasts, holy days (holidays) that God gave to Israel (Leviticus
23); 4 of which took place in the Spring and early summer, and 3 in the Fall
PP (Colossians 2:16-17) All of them draw the eyes to Jesus, and the first 4 have been fulfilled, 
while the latter 3 will be fulfilled in the ‘Fall’ of God’s prophetic calendar
PP (Luke 22:1) The Passover was on Nisan 14, the 7 day Festival of Unleavened Bread began 
the following day on the 15th, and the two merged to become one, 8 day festival
While it is clear that the Passover pointed to the death of Jesus for our sins, today we answer the 
question: PP What is the meaning of the Festival of Unleavened Bread?

PP 1-This Feast points to the sinlessness, suffering and burial of Jesus

PP The sinlessness of Jesus
In this passage, God focused on the future of this festival when Israel was in the promised land
PP “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 
throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 
Exodus 12:14 
PP (Deuteronomy 16:16) For 3 of the 7 feasts, all able-bodied men were to attend
PP (Luke 2:41-42) Jesus, when He was 12, went with His family to celebrate this Feast
The bible specified 3 things His people were to do during the festival: no one was to work on the 
first and last days; special sacrifices were to be given at the temple each of the 7 days; 
everyone was to completely rid themselves and their homes of leaven
So important is the last one that God mentions it repeatedly with warnings if they disobeyed:
PP “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out 
of your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh 
day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.” Exodus 12:15 
He basically repeated this command in Exodus 12:18-20
So we should ask: Why is God so serious about not eating leaven during this festival?

Leaven, yeast, produces a decaying effect, multiplying rapidly, fermenting dough
In the bible it is a symbol of the decaying effect of sin, which influences people and communities
We all have the leaven of our sin nature, and it puffs us up in self-exalted pride, rejecting our 
need for God and demanding the crown and throne to rule our lives our way
There is only one Person who had not a trace of leaven in His heart, and that is Jesus, the 
One to Whom this festival points
PP “You know that He appeared in order to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin.” 
1 John 3:5 
Jesus never committed an outward sin of behavior, because He never had a sin beneath the sin
He lived to bring glory to God, to do God’s will in every single case, to fully love God and His
neighbor as Himself

PP The suffering of Jesus
The Hebrew name for unleavened bread is matzah, and it is made with stripes and holes which 
keeps it remaining flat when baked, otherwise you would make pita bread
In the Jewish Seder, which means order, there is a part of the service called the afikomen
The Seder leader has a partitioned linen bag containing three pieces of matzah, and breaks the 
middle piece, then puts a broken half in a linen cloth, then hides it in the house for the 
children to go find it at the end of the Seder
The hidden piece is called the PP afikomen and it means that which comes after
The three matzahs represent the Father, Son and Spirit, and the middle matzah, the Son, broken 
through suffering and death, will one day come again: that which comes after
PP “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
John 6:51 
The child that finds the afikomen is given a gift, and for all who seek and find Jesus by faith, are 
given the gift of salvation

Amazingly, the afikomen points to PP The burial of Jesus
This feast follows Passover and it shouts that Jesus, the Lamb of God Who died on the cross was
the sinless Son of God buried in the grave 
The broken afikomen was hidden in a linen cloth and hidden away, a symbol for Christ’s burial
Isaiah spoke of the burial of Jesus: PP “And they made His grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man in His death, although He had done no violence, and there was no deceit in 
His mouth.”  Isaiah 53:9 
If you died as a criminal in Jerusalem, your body was cast into the Hinnom Valley, called 
Gehennah, where you would be burned along with the city’s trash
PP Matthew 27:57-60 But the body of Jesus was honored by being buried in a rich man’s tomb
1,000 years earlier, David prophesied that God would never let Jesus His PP “holy one see 
corruption.”  Psalm 16:10 
When yeast, or leaven is added to dough, it decomposes sugars and releases carbon dioxide, 
ethanol, and alcohol, a form of decay
When a person dies, decomposition begins within minutes, but this did not happen with Jesus
Like the afikomen, Jesus was wrapped in linen, buried, and because He is the unleavened sinless 
son of God, He was not under the curse of death’s decay, conquering that terrible enemy

PP 2-The Feast of Unleavened Bread reminds us of our sanctification

Hebrew women, before forming the dough into loaves for baking, would pull off a chunk and set 
t aside in a cool, moist place
When it was time to bake another loaf of bread, they brought out the reserved lump and mixed it
in with the fresh batch of flour and water to leaven the next batch of dough
PP “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” Galatians 5:9 
In Exodus 12, with this severe command to eat nothing with leaven, God was saying, I don’t 
want you taking a piece of Egypt, the influence of the Egyptians, and bringing it into your 
new life I am giving you
God was starting a new people in a new land, and they were to be a holy batch of people
God’s people, including you and I, continually fail at this, and we need to remember this again
As you study the Old Testament and particularly this Festival you will find it consistently linking 
with the reform and revival of Israel
King Hezekiah, Ezra the Priest, King Josiah, each led their people at different times to observe 
this feast and joy and revival broke out 
There are two times that Jesus went into the Temple and purified it, and both times it was at the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread
PP John 2:13-17 He did this twice, the first one being at the beginning of His public ministry
PP Matthew 21:12-13 The second time the days before He was crucified
Both occurred just before the Feast of Unleavened Bread which was called a feast of 
sanctification, when evil was purged from the heart
Every particle of leaven, the symbol of sin, was to be purged from the house for this festival
On Thursday morning the day before the Festival began, the priests would put two leavened 
loaves of bread on a temple bench and at noon, at a trumpet blast, they would remove 
them, signaling to all that they must have all leaven removed from their homes
Just a couple days before, Jewish mothers had gone through their homes and sprinkled bread 	
crumbs in hard to reach places
After dark, the evening before the Passover, fathers would take a candle, a spoon, and a feather 
and with the children excitedly helping, they would search for the leaven
Whatever leaven he found would be swept onto the spoon with the feather, put into a bag or 
cloth, tied with a thread and burned the next morning

The city of Jerusalem made preparations for this Festival, sending out crews to paint all the 
tombstones a bright white all along the road to the city 
In Judaism, to touch the dead or the things of the dead spiritually contaminated you and rendered 
you unable to enter the presence of God in the temple, until they were purified 
Israel made every effort to be sanctified, but they continually were under the power of sin
No one, in their own strength and effort, can be holy and overcome the power of sin
Help is needed and this was the great truth of these festivals as the work of Jesus was illustrated
The Passover pointed to the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf
The Festival of Unleavened Bread pointed to His sinless power to take away our sin
PP “For God made Christ, Who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could 
be made right with God through Christ.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT)

As we close, let’s return one more time to Exodus 12, to an important instruction in this festival
PP “On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. 
No work shall be done on those days.” Exodus 12:16 
Christian, the first day, the day of your salvation, no work, or effort of yours can save you
The last day, the day of your death and beginning of eternal life, no work or effort of yours can
merit it
Only the work of Jesus Christ, performed in His death, burial and resurrection can save you and 
give you eternal life
Yet the 5 days between, PP “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 
really are unleavened.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”  1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
Let us come to the table, cleaning out the old leaven, over and over, we are the holy ones of God!
For Kellie as you prepare the slides:
“Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.  These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.” Colossians 2:16-17 

“Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover.” Luke 22:1 

“Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that 
He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the 
Feast of Booths.”  Deuteronomy 16:16

“Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.  And when He 
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom.” Luke 2:41-42  

“The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple He 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers 
sitting there.  And making a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and oxen. And He poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables.  And He told those who sold the pigeons, ‘Take these things 
away; do not make My Father’s house a house of trade.’  His disciples remembered 
that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house will consume Me.’”  John 2:13-17 

“And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and 
He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons.  He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer,” 
but you make it a den of robbers.’” Matthew 21:12-13 

“When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him.   And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 
linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he 
rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.”  Matthew 27:57-60 



