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Exodus 17:1-7 
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled 
with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”  

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”  
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”  
4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.”  
5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and 

take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah s and Meribah t because the Israelites quarreled and 
because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”  

 
1. Read Exodus 17:1-7 out loud. What did you find did you find to be most helpful, encouraging, 

surprising, challenging, or troubling from the sermon reading (Exodus 17:1-7) or the sermon message 
itself? What questions did the sermon or sermon reading bring to mind?  

 
 
 
 
 

2. To test God is to try and turn faith into sight.  
2 Cor 5:7 | “For we live by faith, not by sight.”  
Heb 11:1 | “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 
To test God is to say to God, “God, if you are really good and (insert positive adjective) then prove it!” 
 
Where is your Massah and Meribah (form the sermon)? Where in your life are you testing the Lord? 
Share if you are comfortable. Have you considered your example a testing of the Lord in the past?  
 
 
 
 



 
3. Whining and complaining is merely a symptom of a deeper issue; that is, testing the Lord.  

Explain how that is true. (Reference Psalm 95 below for bonus points.)  
 

8 “Do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the wilderness,  
9 where your ancestors tested me; they tried me, though they had seen what I did.  
10 For forty years I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘They are a people whose hearts go astray, and 

they have not known my ways.’  
11 So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” 

 
  
  
 

4. Look at Exodus 17 (above) and note how God dealt with Israel’s quarreling and testing of the Lord.  
How does that provide comfort to you?  

 
 
 
 

5. Saying “Have an attitude of gratitude,” does not fix one’s complaining (testing of the Lord).  
Read Romans 5 below aloud.  
Put into your own words the “cure to complaining” based on this passage.   
 
 
 

 
Romans 5:1-8 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope 
of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer requests:  
 


