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We’re picking up in the same scene as last week—Jesus is in the temple courts, where a
delegation from the Sanhedrin had launched a public attack to discredit Him
Their plan failed and instead, Jesus exposed their hypocrisy and reversed the trap on them
Now, He presses in further, delivering three parables that confront their rejection of His 
authority
Last week, we saw the first while today, we turn to the third—a parable with both a royal 
invitation and an eternal warning.
Please stand with me as we read the third one today: PP Matthew 22:1-14

PP 1-The Parable
The king in the story represents God the Father, and the son represents Jesus, while the dinner or 
wedding feast points forward to eternal life with God 
People had been invited to the wedding feast, and then later called to come…a little confusing
In Jewish weddings, the fathers of the prospective groom and bride would settle on the dowry 
price, and once agreed, the young couple would enter a one year contract called betrothal
That year gave the young man time to build a home, often an addition onto his parent’s house
The couple didn’t send out Save the Date invitations, the father sent the invitations and then later
called them to the wedding when the preparations were complete
Neither the prospective groom or bride knew what that date was
When the father deemed all was ready, he sent out the call to come to the wedding and banquet
Jewish weddings were week-long celebrations, but royal weddings often lasted several weeks
with guests coming and going, and there was no greater honor than to be invited to that
It was shocking to hear that the king’s invited guests refused to come
So the king patiently sent other servants to implore them, a sumptuous feast was laid out, but still 
they ignored the king’s call, and worse, they killed some of the king’s messengers
In verse 7, the enraged king sent his troops to destroy those murderers and burn down their city
Then he sent more servants to the main roads, to invite all they could find, people bad or good
Guests poured in, the wedding hall was filled and the king goes in to meet his guests but sees
someone there who wasn’t wearing the fine wedding garments
When asked how he got in, he was speechless, having no excuse, so he was thrown out

Our Lord’s meaning is clear in this parable
Throughout the Old Testament and the gospels on into the New Testament, God sent prophets 
telling of the coming Messiah and inviting them to repent and believe and be saved
The Messiah had come, Jesus, but PP ‘they would not come’ (22:4), killing many of the 
prophets, John the Baptist, soon many of the apostles, and Stephen
Most commentaries agree, that verse 7 was a prophesy of the destruction that would come onto 
Jerusalem in AD 70 where the city and temple were destroyed and 1.1 million Jews killed
So God sent the invitation to eternal life to the Gentiles, to the bad and good meaning the
invitation is based on God’s grace not anyone’s merit
But then we get to the man without a wedding garment in verse 11

In biblical days, wedding garments were often provided by the father of the groom, for not
everyone had the means to purchase fine garments, especially for a royal wedding
But one guest wanted the pleasure of being in the celebration, but refused the king’s garments
He represents many in Israel who believed that as descendants of Abraham, they alone, along
with a few Gentile proselytes, would all be at God’s great feast
He trusted that his own garments were sufficient to grant him entry into the wedding feast
He wanted the celebration of the kingdom without surrendering to the King, grace without 
repentance, heaven without holiness
He was bound hand and foot, thrown out into ‘outer darkness’, eternal separation from God

PP 2-The Point
The parable shows us that Israel was the first to be invited to come into His kingdom but most of 
them refused to come when God called 
Yet the bible is clear that God’s plan all along was to expand that call to the whole world
The Apostle Paul would soon take the gospel to the world and Gentiles would begin to pour into 
the kingdom of heaven
God is not done with Israel as one day He will pour out His grace on them and many will believe
But whether Jew or Gentile, in order to come into the wedding feast, which is eternal life, you
must be wearing the king’s garments, and that is the problem for all humanity
Isaiah long ago said, PP “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a polluted garment.”  Isaiah 64:6
Every person is a sinner dressed in filthy, polluted garments so the questions are, what are the 
‘wedding garments’ of 22:11-12, and how can we get them?

Isaiah answered both questions: PP “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in
            my God, for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with
            the robe of righteousness”  Isaiah 61:10
This is called the PP Doctrine of justification, where God declares Christians to be in right
            standing with Him, innocent and acquitted of sin
PP When God the Father sees you Christian, He sees you as righteous and as faultless as Jesus
His Son
God will never love you more than He does right now, and He will never love you less
On one hand, the wedding garment is given us by grace and is a robe of right standing with God, 
but Revelation offers a second type of wedding garment
PP “Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and His Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen,
bright and pure—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.” Revelation 19:7-8
In Isaiah, God clothes us, saves us and declares us righteous, and in Revelation we clothe 
ourselves in the fine linens of righteous deeds
A heart made righteous by God will produce a desire to live out righteous deeds
In Isaiah, we are given the righteousness of Christ when we believe on Him, and that 
righteousness works in us to live a holy, obedient life 
Christian, you now possess in your wardrobe grace-given garments of righteousness, but you 
must dress yourself in the righteous deeds of the saints
Salvation is by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, but that salvation is not able to be separated
from a life learning to live a righteous, holy life, or you are that speechless person who 
tried to get into eternity but was still in filthy clothes
So justification is God’s covering of us in righteousness, right standing with Him, but there is 
another truth that moves that righteousness from a covering to a transformed heart

PP Imputation is a latin accounting term that means to apply to one’s account
This truth is bible-wide and it goes like this: PP Adam’s sin was credited to all humanity; the
Christian’s sin was credited to Christ; Christ’s righteousness is credited to Christians
Isaiah foretold this: PP “But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds 
we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  Isaiah 53:5–6
Paul later clarified, PP “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 
by the One man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” Romans 5:19
Listen to what Martin Luther called the Great Exchange: PP “For our sake [the Father] 
made [the Son] to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”  2 Corinthians 5:21

I’ve offered this illustration before, of a woman so poor one day she couldn’t buy a loaf of bread, 
but so rich the next she could buy an island and what changed was her marriage to a 
wealthy man where note legally, all he owned became hers
In justification God puts us in a right standing before Him, no longer guilty and condemned
In imputation, that righteousness is moved inward to new hearts that have new desires and
affections so we can begin living holy, obedient, righteous lives
We walk into this new, forgiven life, characterized by love and good works or our lives bear 
no evidence of being chosen by God
To not desire to live a holy, obedient life, is to be the man in the feast in his filthy garments
He had no righteous covering, and no righteousness of heart

PP “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  Matthew 22:14
Many are called, meaning invited, but Jesus said, PP “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father Who sent Me draws him.”  John 6:44
The man in the parable came not because he was chosen, but on his own still in his filthy clothes, 
his own efforts, his own self righteousness, and this is the delegation of the Sanhedrin
Those who hear the gospel call to salvation must humble themselves and by faith, go to Jesus
To enter that great wedding hall, Jesus says you must be chosen, and though the gate is narrow,
the wedding hall will indeed be filled
Yet you might ask, How do I know if I am among the chosen?, and the answer is clear…If you
want to be saved and are willing to believe in Jesus, you will be saved
That is the evidence of the drawing call of God and you have a responsibility to respond in faith 
It is the summons of the King and no one who puts their faith in Jesus is ever turned away
You are His chosen, and you will celebrate the wedding of the King’s Son with His bride the 
church, and be there dressed in the righteous clothes the King provides and adorned 
by fine linens as your faith produces a life of holy obedience 
We now have the privilege of a foretaste of that great banquet…the Lord’s Supper


